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TRANSLATOR PREFACE. 
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LA RENE LE SAGE was thee at Raya 
in Bretany, in France, in the year 1667 and 
may perhaps be reckoned among thoſe, who have' 


written the language of their country the neareſt to | 


perfection. He had wit, taſte, and the art of ſetting” 
forth his ideas in the moſt eaſy and natural manner.” 

His firſt work was a paraphraſtical tranſlation of Arif- 
tenetus's letters. He afterwards ſtudied the Spaniſh 
tongue, and made a journey into Spain to acquaint+ 
himſelf with the Spaniſh cuſtoms. He generally took / 
the plans of his romances from the Spaniſh writers; 
the manners of which nation he has very well imitat-- 
ed. His le Diable Boiteux, in two volumes, was 
drawn from the Diabolo Cojuelo of Guevara, and his 

Gil Blas, ſo well known in every country of Europe, 
from Don Guſman d'Alfarache. There are alſo his le 
Bachelier de Salamanque, his new Don Quichotte, and 
ſome comedies, which were well received at the French 


theatre. He died in alittle houfe near Paris, where ME. 


he ſupported himfelf.by writing, in the year 1747. 


| l in bis age of Louis XIV. fays, MM 


« le-SaGe's romance of G1L BL as will always con- 


« tinue to be read, becauſe he Havimitatednature in ine 5 


It is therefore hoped, that the following new elegant 
tranſlation of it, free from ſeveral miſtakes in former 


ones, will be no W Preſens 40 the . 
Vol. 1. i 


AUTHOR: DEO (RATION. 


INCE hs * 3 1 21 1 ha, 


without applying vicious and ridiculous charac · 


ters they meet with in works of this. kind to parti - 
cular perſons, I declare to theſe noxious readers, that 
they will do wrong if they apply any of the portraits 
which are in this book. I publickly. confeſs, that my. 
delign i is to repreſent life as it is: God forbid I ſhould 


aim at any perſon in particular. Let no reader there, 


fore take that to himſelf which may ſuit others as well 


as him; leaſt, as Phzdrus obſerves, he makes an un- 
lucky A of his own 6 | Stulte nundabit 


enimi conſcientiam. 
We find in Caſtile, as well as in 3 phyſicians, 


dat method is bleeding their patients too much, 
The ſame vices and originals are to be found every 
where. I own that I have not always exactly imitated 
the manners of the Spaniards; and thoſe who know. 
how diſorderly the players live at Madrid, may reproach ; 
me with not having given a lively enough deſcription, 


of their irregularities: but I thought it neceſſary to 


Ale to our manners. 
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1 Tyo 8 in their way Go Ponngalial 10 Sela 
manca, being faint and weary, fat, dewn by the ſide oft 
a ſpring, which they found 1 in their May. While they: 
reſted themſclyes there, aſter baying queycbed, then 
thirſt, they perceived by chance upon a ſtone, that was 
even with the ſurface of the earth, ſome letters, already 
a little effaced by time, and the feet of the flocks, that 
came to drink at the ſpring: having waſhed it, they 
read theſe words in the Caſtilian tongue: Aqui e 2 
encerrada el alma del Licenciado PedroGarcias : - Here 
te js incloſed the ſon of Peter Gel. the Licentiate.” 

The youngeſt of the two ſcholars, being a pert cox- 
comb, had no ſooner read the tnſcription, than he cried 
with a loud laugh, © Here is incloſed a foul K 


«foul incloſed; I wonder who could be the cher of 
“ ſuch a ridiculous epitaph!” So ſaying, he got up, 
and went away; while his companion, who was bleſ- 
ſed with a greater ſhare of underſtanding, faid to him - 
: A 2 - 5 


companion go before him, and when he was out of 


K * 


ral, There muſt be ſome myſtery 3 in k: 1 il EX 


and try if I can unriddle it,” Accordingly, he let hi 


fight, he dug up with his knife all the earth round a- 
bout the ſtone, which as ſoon as he gemoyed, he found 
a leather, purſe, containing a hundred ducats; with a 
card, upon which were written theſe words in Latin: 
« Inherit my money, thou who haſt wit Enough to 


* know the meaning of this inſcription, and make a 


cc better uſe of it than I did.” The ſcholar, delighted 


 with'this diſcqvery, placed the Mone as, he found 1 it, 


and proceeded to Salamanca with the ſoul of the Li- 

centiate. 1 1 1 
Kind reader, ee Fe art, 3 witr i 

reſemble. one of theſe two ſcholars, if thou peruſeſt my 


adventures without paying any reſpect to the moral 


inſtructions they contain, and wilt reap no benefit 
from thy labour; but if thou readeſt them with atten- 
tion, thou wilt find in them, according to the precept 
of Horace, the 1 un, with the AGREE A BLE. 
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* | ofthe Birth and ph of Gil 11. 88 


— 


LA 8 of Santillane, my uber, alter having 


J niſn monarchy, retired to the town he 
was born in, whele he choſe a wiſe that 


been many years in the fervice of the Spa+ 


could. by no means be ſaid to be in the flower cf 


youth. I came into the world ten months after their 
marriage: they went afterwards to lire at Oviedo, 


where my mother ſerved as chamber · maid, and my fa - 


ther as hoſtler. As they had nothing but their wages 
to depend on, 1 ſhould VER been 1 in danger of being 
| a 


2 
very poorly educated, if 1 had not had in the town 2 


Furniſhed him with the means of doing it. 


THE ADVENTURES 


canon for:my_unclez whoſe name was Gil Perez, the 
eldeſt brother of my mother. - Repreſent to yourſelf a 
little man about three feet and a half high, very fat, 
with his head ſunk between his ſhoulders; ſuch was he. 
He was a prieſt who thought af nothing but of living 
well; and his tythes, which were pretty e 


* * 


Ile carried me. home to his houſe while I. was a 
child, and took the charge of my education. I ap- 
peared ſo ſprightly to him, that he reſolved to culti - 


vate my genius. He purchaſed me a horn- bock, and 


undertook to teach me to "read himſelf; which was 


as uſeful to kim as to me; for by teaching me my 


letters, he recovered his own reading, which he had 
always very much neglected; and by dint of applica- 


tion he could very cleverly run over his breviary, 
which he could not dot before. He had a great in- 


clination to have taught me the Latin tongue alſo, be- 


cauſe it would have ſaved him ſore” money in his | 


pocket: but alas, poor Gil Perez! he never knew the 
firſt principles of that language. He was perhaps (but 


this I don't fay for certainty) the moſt ignorant canon 
of the whole chapter. "Indeed 1 have been told he 


did not obtain his benefice by his learning, but oe 


it ſolely to the favour of ſome pious nuns, for whom 


he had been a diſcreet agent; and who had intereſt e- 


nough to get the orders of prieſthood Collier. on 
. without being examined. 


He was therefore obliged to place me 1025 the 


704 of a maſter, and accordingly ſer. me to Dr. Sodi- 


ner, who was reckoned" the moſt: {kilſul pedant i in 'Q- 
viedo. I improved fo well under his inſtructions, 


that at the'end of five or fix years 1 underſtood a little 4 


Greek, and was has well 83 with the La- 
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tin poets. 1 Jeri Logick alſo, and began to argue 2 


pace: I was ſo fond of diſputing, that I ſtopt paſſen- 


gers in the ſtreets, known or unknown, to propoſe ar- 
guments to them. I met ſometimes with ſome Iriflt- 
men, who were as fond of diſputing as myſelf, a and we 
made rare work of it. By our extravagant geſtures, 
contortions, grimaces, fire ſparkling in our eyes, and 
our mouths foaming, every one that ſaw us muſt have 
taken us for Bedlamites rather than philoſophers... | 


However, by this means, I got the reputation of be- 


ing a great ſcholar: a circumſtance which. pleaſed my 
uncle greatly, as he foreſaw that I would not be much 


longer any expence to him. 80, Gil Blas, (fays be 
one day to me) thou art no longer a child, it is nom 


full time for thee to provide for thyſelf; thou art now 
eighteen, and a notable lad: Iam determined to ſent 
thee to the college at Salamanea; thou canſt not fait 


to get ſome good employment there. 1 will give thee 
ſome ducats, and thou ſhalt hade my mule, which you 
may. ſell at Salamanca for ten or twelve piſtoles, and 
hve rs the money till 1775 get a place to YO Itk- 


He N not 480 thats: me 4 propetat ich 


would have pleaſed me more; for I had a great defire 


to ſee the world: however, Thad diſcretion enough to 


conceal it from him; and when we parted, I affected 
the moſt lively forrow, at leaving an uncle who had 


been ſo kind to me, ſo that the good man was touch- 


ed with it, and gave me more money than he would 


have done, could he have ſeen to the bottom of my 


heart. | Before I departed, I went to take leave of my 


ſather and mother, who-admoniſhed me to pray for my 


uncle, to ſnun ill company, and above all things to 


refrain from ſtealing, After holding forth à long 
time, they made me a preſent of their bielbngy' which | 
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was the only gift I expected from them; and I moun> | 
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ted my oe ne farewell to Oriedo. 


How he was grievouſly alarmed as he was going to Pe. 
nafler ; with an Account of what be did when he« cams 


| Garen and with whom hie fa bed. 


EING but nt on 6 cond to 3 maſter of 
1D my own conduct, of a ſorry mule, and forty 
good ducats, beſides ſome reals which I had ſtolen 
from my moſt honoured uncle; the firſt thing I did 
was to let my mule go at diſcretion; Ithrew the bridle 
en her neck, took the ducats out of my pocket, and a- 
wuſed myſelf in counting them over and over in my 
bat. As I had never feen ſo. much money in my 
Hfe, I could nor help bandling and gazing at it. L 
dare fay I had reckoned it over twenty times, when 


my mule pricked up her ears, and ſtopped in the highs ' 
way. I thinking the was irigbtened at ſomething, 


looked to ſee what was the occaſion pf it, and ſaw an 
old hat upon the ground, with a great roſary upon it, 


and at the ſame time heard theſe words pronounced 
with a lamentable voice: Signior, have pity, for God's 


fake, on a poor lame ſoldier; be ſo good as drop a 


few pieces into the bat, and you will be rewarded in 


the other world. I immeditaely turned my head to 
the place from whence the voice iflued, and ſaw a 
kind of a ſoldier under a hedge about ten yards from 
me, who ſupported the barrel of a carbine upon two 
croſs ſlicks. At fight of this I was afraid, and did not 


know what to flo, TI took care of my ducats in the 
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fil place, put them into my pocket, 2 BT 
ſome. reals; . I then approached the hat, that ws er- 


| poſed for the reception of extorted charity: I threw 


them into it one after another, that the ſoldier might 


| fee how kindly I uſed him. He was fatihed with 28 


bounty, and gave me as many bleſſings as L gave 
kicks with my beels into the fides of my mule, in are 
der to get from him as ſpon as poſſible; but the plagey 


| beaſt made not the greater haſte for it; ſhe had quits 


forgot what a gallop was, kein EP « 200g; uſed to 
going flow with my uncle. 

This adventure I did not tale to be! A W en 
ble omen for my journey, I conſidered that ſomething 
worſe: than this might happen before 1 got to Sala- 
manca, ant could not help hlaming my uncle for let- 


ting me go by myſelf; but ne doubt he did it to fave. 


expences, and had not confidered the riſk 'I fun in go 
ing alone: at my years. ——In' otdet therefore to re- 
pair his miſmanagement, I reſolved to ſell my mule 
as ſoon as I camk to Penaflers aud ge 0 A ſtorga by 
the carrier, and: {6 after the fame manner to Salaman-- 
ca. Although had never been dut of Oviedo, I was, 
not ignorant of the names of the towns through which- 
E muſt paſs, having bebe 1 ſet out ne OT 


of them. 


Having arrival ſafe a at Pcnafter, I La abe gate 
of an inn, that made a pretty good appearance. Ino 
ſooner alighted than the landlord came out, and receiv- 
ed me with grear civility; he untied my portmanteau,- 
chrowing it om his ſhoulder, and ſhewed me into a 


room, while the hoſtler led my mule into the ſtable. 
My landlord was the greateſt talker of the Aſturias, and 


as ready to relate his own private affairs without. being 


aſked, as to enquire into thoſe of another that did not 


concern him. His name was Andrea Coreuelo, and 
As . 


1 
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6 | THE ADVENTURES 


his confident, I thought I could? do no leſs than fatiſ. 


not refuſe ſatisfying him. This engaged me in a long 
my intention, and repreſented to me the troubleſome 


ver would have done. However at laſt he concluded, 


: him know I ſhould think myſelf much obliged for that 


} 


% 
had ſerved many years as a ſerjeant in the army, but 
had left the ſervice fifteen months before, to marry a 
young woman of Caſtropol, who, though ſhe was not 
very pretty, knew very well the buſineſs of the houſe: 
He told me a thouſand- other things, which I could 
very well have diſpenſed with; but after making me 


fy his demands, who I was, whence I came, and where 
I was going. He-would needs have me anſwer bim 
article by article, becauſe he accompanied every queſ· 
tion with a profound bow, praying me to excuſe his 
curioſity, and that with fo much reſpect, that I could 
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conference with him, and gave me an occaſion totalk: 
of my deſign to diſpoſe of my mule, and go the reſt of 
my jgurney with the carrier. He highly approved of 


accidents that I might be expoſed to on the road; he: 
recounted to me the many ſad ſtories of travellers, 
which he enlarged on ſo much, that I thought he ne- 


«as pn ads 1 


telling me, that if I had a mind to ſell my. mule, he 
knew an honeſt: jobber who would buy her. I let: 


- a ADM Aa 


piece of ſervice; upon WHICH he immediately went in; 
queſt of him. | s 
He was not long in returning wok his: man, hack 
ne recommended for his honeſty, and we went into 
the yard all tggether to view the mule. My chapman 
examined her from head to foot, and made the boſtler 
ride her up and down the yard, and did not, fail to; 
ſpeak diſadvantageouſly enough of her; and indeed 
there was not much to be ſaid in her praiſe; however, 


4 
0 


had it been the Pope's mule, he would have had ſome- 


thing to ſay againſt it. He affured me that mine was; 


. 
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good for nothing, and to convince me of the veracity 
of it, obliged my landlord to vouch'for it, who Joubt- - | 


leſs had his reaſons to ſay what the jobber would have 
him. The latter turning to me, ſaid grufly, T hope 
you would not impoſe ſuch a beaſt upon me for a 
good one, ſhe is ſcaree worth the driving home. 
After the judgment which he and my. landlord had 
paſſed on my' mule, I took it for granted that ſhe was 
as bad as they made her to be, and therefore told him 
that I would rely on his integrity, and bid him give 
me as much for her as he thought ſhe was worth. Up- 
on this he aſſuming the man of honour, replied, that 
by referring it to his conſcience I took him by the 
weak fide; and indeed T found it not to be his ſtron- 


geſt; for inſtead of rating her at ten or twelve piſ- 


toles which my uncle had done, he had the impudence 


to value her at three ducats; which accepted with 


as much joy as if I had gained by the bargain. © 
Having fo advantageouſly diſpoſed of my mule, the 
landlord conducted me to a carrier, who was to ſet 
out next day to Aſtorga. The carrier let me know 
chat he ſhould be gone before day- break, and that he 


would come and call me. We preſently agreed for 


the price, as' well for the hire of a mule: he was to pro- 
vide for me, as for my maintenance on the road; and 


when that was done, I returned to the inn with Cor- 
cuelo, who told me the carrier's hiſtory by che way 


and what the people ſaid of him there. He tired m 

with his nonſenſe, and I believe would have Würde 
me with it, if by good luck a man of a pretty good. 
appearance had not come and interrupted. him. 1 
left them together, and went on to the inn, withovt 


thinking that I had the 2 concern in their conver- 
fation. rene e 
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ow wt ſoon as I arrived at the inn 1 ordered fut 


and. jg being a ſaſt · day, they accommodated me wih 


ſome eggs; which while they got ready, I entered in- 
to diſcourſe with my landlady, whom L had not ſeen 
before. She appeared handſom 
ſuch a way with her, that I ſhould Wegner en. (e- 

ven if her huſband had not told me fo) that ſhe knew 


how to do the buſineſs of the houſe. When my eggs 5 


were ready, I ſat down at table by myſelf, and had 
not put a bit into my mouth when the landlord came 
in, and brings with him the man who had ſtopped 


him in the ſtreet. This gentleman had a long ſword 


hy his ſide, and ſeemed to be about thirty years of age: 


be came to me with a very grave look, and ſpoke thus 


to me: Mr. Student, I am told you are Signior Gil 
Blas of Santillane, the flambeau of philoſophy, and the 
ornament of Oviedo. Is it poſhble that your ſehelar- 
| ſhip ſhould be ſo deep, and that you axe the ſublime 
genius whoſe wit is ſo much talked of in this country? 

You do not know, continues he, addrefling himſelf to 
the inn-keeper and his wife, what a man you havs is 
your houſe: he is a treaſure, and the eight wonder of 


the world. Then he turned to me, and taking ma - 
bout the neck, Forgive, ſays be, my wanſports, 1 


cannot contain the joy which your preſence creates in 
MCs 


cated for want of breath. With much ado I got dif 
engaged from him, and ſaid, Signior, I did not think 
my name was known at Penafler. How, ſays be, not 

known? We keep a regiſter, of all the celebrated per- 


| ſons within twenty leagues; you in particular paſs; for 


a prodigy, and I do not at all doubt but that one day. Spain 


For fame time I did not know mhar to an. bets : 
as held me ſo faſt in his arms, that I was meſt ſuffer 
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_ praiſes, which made me very fond of my ſweet fell 


will be as proud of you ag -Greece wos of her ſeven 


_ wiſe men. Theſe words were followed with freſh em- 


braces, which I was obliged to ſuffer, though with the 
riſk of being ſerved like Antevs. Had I had ever ſo 
little experience, it would have been impoſſible for me 
to have been bubbled by his hyperboles: I ſhould 


have known by his extravagant flattery, that he was one 


of thoſe paraſites which are to be met with in every 


town, ready to introduce themſelves to any ſtranger, 


in order to cram themſelves at his expence; but my 
youth and vanity made me judge quite otherwiſe of 
him; he appeared to me to be a man of ſo much ho- 
nour and judgment, that I invited him to ſup with 
me. With all my heart, cries he, I rejoice'tag/much 


in my good fortune, in having met with the illuſtri, 


ous Gil Blas of Santillane, not to enjoy his. company 
as long as I can. I have no great ſtomach, purſuedihe; 
but I will, however, eat a morfel with you out of com. 


and a napkin being laid for him, and à freſh ſupply of 


eggs brought, he ſwallowed them as faſt as if he had 
not taſted any thing for three whole days. That pars 


cel was ſoon gone, and then another and another; he 
all the while finding time to overwhelm me with 


He drank. ig proportion to his eating; ſometimes ig 
was my health, ſometimes my father's and mather's, 
whoſe happineſs.in having ſuch'a.ſon he could not es 
nough admire. ' Every now and then he plied me 
with wine, and urged me to pledge him in a bumpen 

to ſuch agreeable toaſts. I was not behind hand in 


̃ obliging him, and the wine, with, his intoxicating fate 


tery, put: me into ſo; good ai humour, that L was nog =» 
ſatisſied with our ſupper of eggs,, but aſked the lands 
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lord if he had no fiſl in the houſe. Signior Corcues 
lo, who ne doubt had a fellow feeling with the para- 
ſite, ſaid he had a very fine trout in the bouſe, but it 
would come very dear, and was too nice a diſh for 
me. What do you call too nice? ſays my flatterer, 
raiſing his voice; you forget yourſelf, friend, can any 


thing be too good for Signior Gil Blas de Santilk 5 


lane, who deferves to be treated like a prince? | . 
I was very well pleaſed, that he took up my _ 


lord ſo: I was going to do it myſelf; and when be 


had done, cried, produce this trout of yours, Sir, and 


give yourſelf no trouble about the niceneſs of it; This - 


was what the hoſt wanted. He got it preſently rea 
dy, and ſerved it up to table. At fight of this new 
diſh I could fee the paraſite's eyes ſparkle with joy, 
and he eat of that with the ſame complaiſance as he 
had done'the eggs. However, at laſt he was obliged 
to give over, for fear of an accident, having crammed 
himſelf to the very throat; and to conclude the'farce; 

he roſe from the table, accoſting me thus: Signior 
Gil Blas, I am too well ſatisfied with your good ens 
tertainment, to leave you without offering as ſome 


important advice, which you ſeem to want. Hereafs 


ter beware of flattery, and be upon your guard againſt 


men whom you are not acquainted with, You may 


meet with others like me who will impoſe upon your 


credulity, and perhaps carry things ſtill farther, but be 


not duped again, nor believe them, if they tell you 


you are the eight wonder of the world. So ſaying, he 


laughed in my face and retired. ' I was as much out 
of countenance at having this bite put upon me, as e- 
ver I was at the greateſt misfortunes that happened to 
me in the courſe of my life. TI could not bear being 


ſo much impoſed on, or rather to have my pride ſo 
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uni How, ſaid I to myſelf, has, the traitor 
then made 4 Jeſt K me? His intention in accoſting 
my landlord in the ſtreet was only to carry on his 
plot againſt me; it was a-contrivance- between them. 
Ah! ſilly Gil Blas, go hang thyſelf, for ſhame of be- 
ing made a game of by ſuch ſcoundrels. I fancy they 
will make a fine ſtory of this affair, which will ſoon 


reach Oviedo, and be a mighty honour to thee“ hy 


parents will doubtleſs repent of having thrown away 
ſo much good advice on an aſs. Inſtead of inſtructing 
me not to cheat any body, they ſhould have caution». 
ed me not to be cheated myſelf; Thus vexed with 
theſe mortifying reflexions, I locked myſelf” up in my 
chamber, and went to bed, but I could not ſleep: the 
muleteer came at break of day to tell me he waited 
for me; I immediately got up, and while I was puts: 
ting on my cloaths, Corcuelo brought in his bill, 


where the trout was not forgotten. He not only 


made me pay for every thing as he thought propet to 


charge it, but I obſerved while I counted the money, 


the raſcal grinned at the thought of the adventures 
My bill being paid, I went to the carrier with my bags, 


en * inn. nene ** inn mem e at che Mn 
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; a 1H ERE were tuo lads 1 me, 1 
with the muleteer, the ane a little quiriſter of 


enn who went about finging where they | 


would: hire: him, and the 'other a young rradeſman of 
Aſtorga, who: was returning with a young, girl whom 
he had lately married at Vero. We, preſently be- 
came acquainted. with, ene another z. and in a ſhort 


time every one told from whence he came, and whi-⸗ 


ther he was going. The bride, though ſhe,. was 
young, was fo ſtupid and ugly, that I toek no great 
_ Rleaſure in looking at her. | Nevertheleſs ber youth 
und plumpneſs made ber very agreeable in the eyes of 
the muleteer, wo determined to do his endeavours to 


gain ber gaod graces. He ſpent the whole dap in 


projecting how to accompliſh it, and deferred the et, 
ecution of it till night. Our muleteer put up at the 
firſt inn he came to at Cacabelos, which was fituated 
more in the country than-in the town: the landlord 
{ſeemed to be a complaiſant, diſcreet perſon, and at the 
requeſt of the muleteer, heſhewed us to a rocm, where 
he allowed us to ſup in tranquillity; but when ſup- 


per was ended, the muleteer entered the room with 


a furious look, and cried, S'death, I am robbed: I had 


a hundred piſtoles in my-leather-bag, and I muſt have 


them immediately, otherwiſe I will apply to the magi- 


ſtrate of the place, who will not make it a Jeſting mats 
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ter, but will put you; all to the racks till you-own 


ſpoken theſe words with a very ſerious: air, he went 
out, and left us all in a terrible conſternation... + 


As we were not acquainted with one another, none 


of us imagined it was a feint of his: I ſuſpectei that 
the ballad- ſinger had done the deed, and jperhaps he 


thought the ſame of me. We were quite ignoxant'of 
the formalities uſed on-ſuch occaſions, and doubted 
not but we ſhould indeed be racked :. giving way thete . 

fore to our fears; we - ſhifted every one fur himſelf, 


ſome running into the ſtreets, others into the gardeny 


and every one betaking himſelf to his heels for ſafety, 
And the young man of Aſtorga, who was as much 


frighted as any of us, made his eſcape like another 


Zneas, not caring what became of his wiſe. Thes 
the muleteer, as I afterwards learned, was overjoyed, 
to Tee his ſtratagem ſucceed ſo well, and went to the 


bride to brag of his ingenuity, intending to profit by 


the opportunity ĩt had given him. But this Lucretia 
of the Aſturias, whoſe virtue was ſtrengthened hy the 
deſormity of her temper, made a vigorous reſiſtaneer 


and ſcreamed out ſo loud, that ſhe was beard by «the 
watch, who by chance were paſſing that way; andy 
the inn being a houſe of no good repute, ſtopt, to l: 
ſten what paſſed there. Upon hearing the noiſe, they 
went in, and aſked, What was the matter? The land+ 
lord, who was in the kitchen, and pretended that he 
knew not what was doing, was obliged to conduct the 
officer to the room where the noiſe was made. They 


arrived at the niek of time, for the woman could hold 


out no longer. The officer who commanded the 
watch no ſooner perceived what the muleteer was a» 
bout, than he fell upon him with his ſtaff, and ads 


| drefſed him in terms as inconſiſtent with modeſty an 
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the action which was the occaſion of them. This wal 
not all, he apprehended the eriminal, and carried bim | 


before a magiſtrate, together with the aſſaulted woman, 
who notwithſtanding the diſorder the carrier had put 
Her into would have gone herſelf, ſo eager was ſhe to 
have juſtice for the outrage committed upon her. The 
magiſtrate examined her, and having attentively con- 
fidered the matter, found the offender was. unworthy 
of a pardon. He cauſed him to be ſtript and ſcourg. 


ed in his preſence; and ordered, that if the woman's 


huſband did not appear before next day, ſhe ſhould be 


carried to A ſtorga by two reed at che coſt wy | 


e the offender. 

I was more terrified perhaps than all the reſt bor! 
ran into the country, and croſſed I do not know how 
many fields and heaths, leaping all the ditches I found 
in the way, till at laſt I came to a foreſt. I entered 
it, and concealed myſelf under the thickeſt hedye. 1 


bad not been long there, before two men on horſeback 


appeared before me, and called, Who is there?” And 
I being ſo terrified that I made them no anſwer, the) 

advanced, and each clapping a piſtol to my breaſt;'or- 
gered me tell them who I was, whenee I came, what 
my buſineſs was there, and charged me to conceal no“ 
thing from them. They examined me ſo ſtrictly, that 
I thought I was bound to anſwer them as fincerely as 


if the muleteer's threats were going to be put in exe< 
eution, and the rack was before me. TI replied, that 
I was a young man of Oviedo, going to Salamans 


ca: I recounted to them the fright” 1 had been in, 
and that I had run away from the muleteer for fear of 
the rack. They burſt out a-laughing at this\diſeoveryy 
which manifeſted my ſimplicity; and one of them bid 
me have a good heart: Come along with us, and be a- 


_ fraid of nothing; we will carry thee to a 2 


. 


— 
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So ſaying, he made me: get up be dmg and rode 


away with me into the thickeſt-part of the wood. 
I did not know what to make of this: eee 


However, I did not preſume there was any thing bad 
in it; for, ſaid I to myſelf, if they were robbers, they 
would have robbed, or perhaps murdered me: They 


muſt certainly be ſome honeſt gentlemen, Who live 
near this place, and who ſeeing me afraid; have taken 
pity on my condition, and out of charity carried me 
with them. I did not remain long in an uncertainty; 


ſor after ſeveral windings and turnings, we arrived at 


the foot of a hill, where we alighted: We dwell here; 


ſays one of the horſemen. I looked about to Tee 


where their: dwelling ſhould be, but could not find 
the leaſt apPearance of an habitation.” The two men 
in the mean time lifted up a huge wooden trap door 


covered with earth and weeds, which concealed: the 


entrance of a long paſſage under ground. Their horſes 
went down of themſelves, being uſed to it. Phe 


horſemen made me follow them; then letting damn 


the cover, they faſtened it with ropes that were tied 


to it on purpoſe: And thus was the hopeful nephewof 
my uncle Perez en Mie 4 men in a eng 
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amongſt, and any one may eafily- think that the 


fear which the carrier had put me into was immedi». 
| NE by this 2 1 bad now more 
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en 6s be tertifiad, 1 gave up boch my Rfe and du- 
i cats for loſts, I viewed myſelf as a victim leading to 
3 laughter, and followed my. conductors: wherever they 
led me, like a perſon; that ſcarcely knew whether hg 
was dead or alive. When we had: gone about two 
1 hundred paces, deſcending all the way we went, we 
. came to a ſtable, where hung two great iron lamps ſix: 
. ed to the ceiling, and always burning, to light the 
place. Here was plenty of ſtraw, and à good many 
caſks full of oats, and toom for twenty borſes, but a8 
that time there were only the two which we brought 
with us, which an old negro, who ſeemed to have Ou 
* his vigour by his age, tied to a manger.. 
WMe leſt the ſtable, and by the diſmal light of fore 
other lamps, which ſcemed, one wauld think, only to 
ſbew the horrorg of the place, we came to a kitchens 
where an old woman was buſy in making teady ſups 
per. The kitchen was adorned with all neceſſary u- 
tenfils,. and:adjoining to it was a-larder well, ſtored 
with all ſorts ef proviſions. The cock, to give you 
deſcription of her, was a perſon upwards of fixty.- In 
her youth her bair was of a deep ſandy colour, . for 
time had not ſo. much altered it but that one might 
ſill ſee ſome appearance of its former hue: Her chin 
was long and peaked, with lips fallen in; a large a- 
quiline noſe, Es toward hes . and F744 of 
a fine purple red. | 3 
Well, Dame Leonarda, ſays o one of the horſemen, 
preſenting me to that angel of darkneſs, here is a yourlg: 
lad we have brought to you. "Then turning to me, 
and ſeeing me pale and diſmayed, he bade me again 
not be afraid, for they would do me no hatm. Hav- 
ing occaſion for a ſervant to aſſiſt our cook, we hap- | 
* to light upon thee, and happy it is for hee we 
2 — — ſupply the place ol what dis : 
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formerly an affociation to · ſuppreſt robbers in times of eil commotiong = 
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ed about fifteen days 280 f be was & Betty you 


thou ſeemeſt to be more fobüſt, and will not tle 7 
foon. It is true thou wilt never fee the light' of the 
ſun again; but in place of that thou ſhalt have u good 
fire, and à full belly; thou ſhalt puſs ty time with 
Leonarda, who is-a very good woman. Thou ma 
want for nothing. T win ſhew thee that thou art 
not got amongſt” beggars. | Come, follow me; and 
raking a flambeau in his hand, conducted me into a 
cellar, where Þ faw a great number of bottles and Jars 
full of exceltent wine, as he told me. Then follow- 
ed him into ſeveral rooms, fome-of which contained 
bales of filk, others linen, andfuffs, and in one In. 
gold and fflver, and a great quantity of plate in dif- 
ferent cupboards. Aſter this Þ followed him into- 

large hall iNuminated with three copper ſconces wit 

candles burning. There were other reoms: gang 16 . 
this, and lights in every one of them. He aſked me 
my name, and the reaſon why I left Oviedo. When 
I had ſatisfied his curiofity i in regard to theſe particu- 
lars, he cried, Well, Gil Blas, finec you have quitted 
your country to obtain ſome good poſt, you may thank 
your ſtars that you have fallen into our hands. Thave 
already told thee that thou ſhalt ve here in affluence, 
and roll in gold and filyer; beſides, thou canſt here { 
come to no harm, for ſuch is the entrance of this re- 
treat, that the-officers of St. Hermandad *® may come 4 
hundred times into this foreft, and not find it out. 


Perhaps thou wilt wonder how we could make it, 


without being perceived by the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood; thou- mult know therefore, that this 
is 00'S work of our hands, it was made long ago. | 
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After the Moors became maſters. of Grands 
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gon, and almoſt the whole of Spain, the Chriſtians, 
rather than ſubmit. to the yoke: of the infidels, fled hi- 
ther, and hid themſelves in Biſcay and the Aſturias, 
whither the valiant Pelagio retired. , Being thus dif- 
perſed in ſmall conipanies, they lived in mountains 
and woods, ſome lurked in caves, and others contriv- 
ed ſubterranean vaults like this. Afterwards being 


ſo fortunate as to drive their enemies out of Spain, 


they returned into the towns; ſince which, time their 
retreats ſerved for an aſylum to men of our profeſſions 
It is true the holy brotherhood bave diſcovered: and 
deſtroyed ſome of them; but, thank God, there are 
ſtill ſome left. , I have lived ſecurely fifteen years in 
this place. Captain Rolando is my name; I am the 
chief of this gang, PO the man thou ſaweſt with, me 
eee band. T5114 Do en 
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IGNIOR Rolando had no 1 ae 1 

than fix new faces appeared in the hall, the lieu 
tenant and ſive men more of the company laden with 
booty, which conſiſted of two bags full of cinnamon 
pepper, ſugar, figs, almonds, and dried raiſins. The 


lieutenant addreſſed himſelf to the captain, and told 


him that he had juſt taken theſe two bags from a 
grocer of Benavento, whoſe mule he had alſo made his 
1 When ry ime JOE his Tuperigr”s an Lure 
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his expedition, the booty of che grocer was depoſited” 
jn the office, and it was unanimouſiy agreed to makę 
merry. The cloth was laid in the hall; and I was ors 
dered into the kitchen, for Dame Leonarda to inſtruct 
me in the nature of my oſſice. There was no help for 
it; | muſt do what ſhe ordered me; and making a vir+ - 
tue of neceſſity, I ſuppreſſed: my ph and went 2* 
bout the buſineſs ſhe ſet me upon. sn 
The firſt thing I had to do was to bo: ade in or 
der in the buffet; I adorned: it with ſilver cups, and 
many ſtone bottles of that good wine which Signiot 
Rolando boaſtgd of. I then ſerved up two ragoute, 
and the company immediately ſeated themſelves at the 
table. They began with good appetites, and I ſtood 
behind them ready to fill out the wine. Lacquitted 
myſelf with ſo good a grace, that I was complimented 
by them in an extraordinary manner. The captain in 
a few words recounted them my ſtory, which diverted 
them much. He ended with ſaying, that 1 vag a dad | 
of merit. But I was at that time cured of-my-vanitys 
and could heat their praiſes without any danger. They - 
ſaid, I ſeemed to be born to be their butler, and was 
worth. a thoufand of my predeceſſor.” Dame. Leonards 
had been honoured with preſenting neQar to theſe in- 
fernal gods ſince his death, but they now deprived her 
of that glorious employment, with which they inveſted 
me; and I, like ares CY ame 4 
old Hebe. . 5 12 : 
Aſter the ragouts. were re anche I brought i in 15 
veral diſhes of roaſt meat, which finiſhed the repaſt of 
thoſe: gormandizing raſcals, who drinking in-proportis 
on to their eating, ſoon became frolickſome, aud very 
noiſy. They ſpoke all at a time: one began a 
another broke a jeſt; one ſung, another ſhouted, ſo 


* 


- THE ADVENTURES / 


_ tain Rolando, who had in rain ſtrove to have the gremt- 
eſt part of the talk, affumed an air of authority, with 
4 voice that ſilenced the. whole company. Gentlemen, 
ſaick he, I have a propoſal to make to you: let us not 
ſtun one anether with talking all together: would it 
not be better to diſcourſe like reafonable creatures? 
A thought is came into my head. Since the time of 
our aſſociation, we never had the cunolity- to inquire 
into each others families, and by what train of aden - 

tures we have been led to embrace this way of life: 
Methinks it is = thing we ſhould not be ignorant of; f 
let us relate: aur adventures to divert us. The liew | c 
tenant and the: zeſt,. as if they had ſomething fine to d 
relate, accepted the propoſal of their chief with joy, r 
who: began (rae * W n ſ! 
terms.. 7 

Ton muſſ I 5 thar 1 was the only pt 

fon of a wealthy citizen of Madrid. The day of my ſo 
nativity was: celebrated in the family by great de- th 
monſtrations of joy. My father, who was ſtricken in a 
years, was raviſhed to have an heir to his eſtate, and co 
my mother undertook to ſuelle me herſelf: My grand- ce 
father by my motber's: fide, who was ſtill alive, minds ex 
ed; nothing but his beads, and boaſting of his military we 
exploits, for he had been long in the army. I became da 
inſenſibly the idol of thoſe three perſons, and was con - do 
ſtantly dandled in their arms. Leſt ſtudy ſhould: ſa- ou 
tigue me too much in my younger years, I was allows wi. 
ed to fpend them in the moſt childiſh amuſements. My | 
father ſaid, that children ſhould: not apply themſelves unt 
too: ſeriouſly to any thing, until time has ripened: the che 
underſtanding. Waiting for this ripeneſs, I grew up of. 
without learning either to read or write. But, how= | 1 c 
ever, I did nat loſe: my time, for my father taught me 
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of cards as well as any body, and lik wiſe underſtood 
the dice: and my father told me ſtories of the ſeveral 


warlike expeditions which4he had been concerned in; 


he filled my head every day with them, and made me 


repeat verſes on ſo fine a ſubject, which I did very ex- 
ackly, and my memory became a ſubject of admixuti- 


on to my parents: they ſeemed as well pleaſed witk 
my wit, when I would break in upon their diſcourſe,. 
and ſpeak any thing that came uppermoſt. What a 


charming boy he is! my father would ſay, with a look 
full of delight, my mother overwhelming me with her 


cateſſes, and my old grandfather weeping for joy- 1 


did in their preſence whatſoever Ithought proper; eve- 
ry thing was forgiven, let it be never fo indecent; In 


ſhort, they even adored me. I was in my thirteentn 


year, without being put to ſchoolz a maſter was at laſt 


provided: They allowed him to threaten me a little * 
ſometimes to frighten me. This permiſſion bad not 
the moſt ſalutary effects upon me, for I either made 
a jeſt of his threats, or with tears in my eyes went to 
complain to my grandfather or my mother of my pre- 


ceptor's barbarity. It was in vain for the poor devil to 


excuſe himſelf, he was looked upon as a tyrant, and they 
were ſure to take my word before his. I chanced one”. 
day to ſcratch myſelf, and then eried out as if he Had 
done it. My mother ran in and turned my preceptor 
out of doors, though he proteſted, and took mn to 


witneſs, that he never touched me. 


I got quit of all my preceptors in The fame” manner 
until I met with ſuch a one as I wanted; he was a bat- 


chelor of arts of Alcala, an excellent tutor for the heir 
of a family, being fond of gaming, women, and wine“ 


9 


could never have met with a perſon that would ha 
ſuited me better. He ftrove in the firſt place to gain 
my affection, in which he ſucceeded, and by chat means 5; 
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got the love of. my parents, who left me ſolely to tits 
conduct. He inſtructed me betimes in the knowledge 
of the world, and carried me along with him to all the 
houſes of pleaſure which he frequented. I imbidbed 
his taſte ſo well, that, except Latin, he taught me ebe. 


ry thing that he bimſc}f knew; and hen he found That 


no more accaſion for his inſtructions be went to offer 

bis ſervice elſewhere. 

Though during my childhood I was aſe” to a a very 
ee way of living, it was quite another thing, when 

1 became maſter of my on ations. I conſtantly 

made a jeſ of my father and mother, who did nothing 

but laugh at my ſallies, which were the more agree- 


able the more wicked they were. There was no fort | 
of debauchery that I was not guilty ef; my compani- 


ons were all of the ſame difpofition, and as we were 


vagancies, every one ſtole what he could from his pa- 

rents; but that being alſo inſufficient, we began to 
rob in the dark. Unfortunately the corregidor got 
intelligence of us, and would have caufed us to be ap- 


prehended, had we not been informed of his miſchie- 


vous deſign. Upon chis we thought it moſt proper to 
fly for it, and transferred the ſcene of our exploits to 
the highway; ſince which time, gentlemen, I babe 
had the good luck to grow old in my profeſſion, not- 
x nette it is attended with ſo many dangers. 
Tbe captain having finifhed his ſtory, the Heutenant 
began his. Gentlemen, an education quite contrary 


to that of Signior Rolando has produced the very ſame 
effect. My father was a butcher of Toledo; and rec- 


koned to be the greateſt blockhead in the place, and 
my mother was full as ill natured as he. When 1 was 
à child, they ſtrove who ſhould whip me molt. 1 daily 
vas turned ä n times; ences 24 ha 
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vere obliged in a very ſnort time to leave Saragoſſa, 
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* was attended with che ſevereſt chaſtiſement, 
and it was endleſs for me to aſk. pardon, and promiſe 
with tears in my eyes that I would do fo no more; far 
from being forgiven, I was often puniſhed though 1 
did not deſerve it. When I had been beat by: my fa: 
ther, my mother, as if he had not exerted himſelf e. 
nough, would be certain to have a hand init, and in- 
ſtead of interceding for me, would fet him on This 


uſage gave me ſuch an averſion for my paternal habi- 


tation, that I left it before I was fourteen yeais of age. 
1 went through Arragon to Saragoſſa, where I aſſoci-⸗ 
ated myſelf with ſome beggars, who led a pretty com- 
fortable life. They taught me how to. counterfeit a 
blind man, to appear lame, and ſeveral. other things 
proper to procure alms.. - We acted. them. over every 
morning, as players rehearſe their comediesz we eve. 
ry one prepared ourſelves for the different parts we in- 
tended to att, every one knowing. his poſt; and we all 
met again in the evening, and enjoyed ourſelves all 
night, at the expence-of thoſe who. had had com paſſi- 
on on us in the day. However, in time I tired of live 
ing with theſe wretches, and ſtrove to unite: myſelf 
with ſome knights of the poſt, who lived by their in- 
They taught me a hundred tricks; but we 


having unluckily quarrelled with one of the juſtices, 
who had always protected us. Each of us took his 
own way. As for me, I engaged myſelf with a bold; 
troop of adventurers, who put travellers under contri- 
bution, and I was ſo fond of their way of living, that 
determined to think of no other: Gentlemen, I am 
therefore very much obliged to my parents for uſing 
me ſo cruelly; for had they treated me more kindly,.I 
had certainly have been a wretched butcher at "js _ 
inſtead of being an honourable lieutenant. 885 
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24 THE ADVENTURES. 

He who ſpoke next was a young robber who ſat be- 
cling the captain and lieutenant. Gentlemen, ſays he, 
the ſtories: we have heard are not fo curibus, nor ſo ex- 


neighbourhood of Seville. Three weeks after I came 
into the world, my mother, ſtill young and handſome, 


it was propoſed to her to nurſe the ſon of a perſon of 


conſequence in Seville, much about my age. My mo- 
ther chearfully accepted the propoſal, and went to bring 
the child, which, as ſoon as ſhe got home, the obſerved 


it reſembled me. Upon this ſhe was tempted to make 


me paſs for the child of quality, hoping one day ſhe ; 
would be well rewarded by me for that kind office. 
My father, whoſe conſcience was not more nice than 
any of his neighbours, approved of the deceit; ſo that 
after ſhe had changed our cloaths, the ſon of Don Ro- 
driguez de Herrera was put out to another nurſe, un- 
der my name, and my mother ſuckled me under his. 
Whatever fine things are ſaid of inſtinct, and the; 
ſtrength of blood, the little gentleman's parents were 
eaſily impoſed upon: They did not in the leaſt ſuſpect 


the trick that was played them. I was fcarce out of 


their arms, till I was ſeven years of age. Their ſcheme - 
being to make me a perfect cavalier, all kinds of ma- 
ſters were provided for me; but I had no inclination 
for the exerciſes they taught me, and ſtill leſs reliſh, 
for the ſciences, in which they would have inſtructed: 
me. I choſe much rather to play with the ſervants, 
whom 1 frequently followed into the kitchen and, 
ſtables. But play was not a long time my predomi- 
nant paſſion; before J was feventeen, I learned to 
drink, and ſeduced all the women that came in the 
way. I was particularly fond of the kitchen maid, 
who ſeemed to me to be the moſt lovely of them alls 
She was a fat jolly wench, and I made love to her 
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with ſo little eircuinſpeQion; dis Bee Mage 
notice of it. He reprimanded me ſharply, upbraiding 
me with the baſeneſs of my inclinations; and leſt the 
fight of this amiable object fhould* render his remon- 
ſtrances uſeleſs,” he turned my angel out of doors. 
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I was greatly diſguſted at it, and reſolved to be re- 


venged; I robbed him of his lady's: jewels, and ran in 
queſt of my fair Helen, who had retired to a waſher- 
woman's houſe: of her acquaintance; I went off with 
her at noon - day, that every body might know it. That 
was not all, I carried her into her own country, where 
J ſolemnly married her, that I might not only give 
Herrera the more vexation, but ſet a fine example for 
other children of quality: Fhree months after our mar- 
riage, I heard of Don Rodriguez's death, which news 


I thought was the beſt I ever heard in my life: I in- 


ſtantly repaired to Seville, to take poſſeſſion of his e- 


ſtate; but alas! F found things ſtrangely altered; my 


mother was dead too, and bad been filly enough on 


her death · bed to confeſs to the curate of the pariſh the 
trick ſhe had put upon Don Rodriguez, whoſe ſon was 
already i in poſſeſſion of my place, or rather his on; 
and every one was the more pleaſed with the diſcove- 
ry of his birth, on account of their being diffatisfied 
with me: By this means ſeeing that I had nothing to 
expect from that quarter, and having no great fancy 
for my fat ſpouſe, I joined the company of ſome knights 


of fortune, with whom 1 began my exploits on the 


road. 

The young er? 8 4 being ended, another aid, 
That he was the ſon of a merehant at Burgos, and, 
prompted by an indiſcreet. devotion, had raſhly taken 
orders in his youth, and apoſtatized ſome years after. 


In ſhort, the eight robbers ſpoke every one of his birth 
in their turn, and when I had heard them all, I was - 
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not the leaſt ſurpriſed to find them together. They 
changed their diſcourſe after wards, and debated ſeveral 
projects for their next excurſion; and having come to 
a determination, it being late, they got up from table, 
and went all to fleep in their reſpective chambers. 
_ Jollowed the captain into his, where, while I helped: 
to undreſs him, Gil Blas, ſays he, thou ſeeſt how we 
live: here we ae always merry; hatred and malice 
never get footing among us: we never have the leaſt 
_ quarrel among us, but are more united than monks 
in a convent: my child, thou art going to have a very 
pleaſant life in this place. I do not believe that you 
are ſuch a fool as to make the leaſt feruple to live with 
robbers. Do you imagine there are any people in the 
world honeſter than we? No, my lad, every one loves 
to take another's. goods from him: this opinion is uni- 
verſal, though the manner of doing it be different: For 
example, conquerors ſeize their neighbours territories; 
perſons of rank borrow without ever intending to re- 
pay; treafurers, bankers,. brokers, and all kinds of 
tradeſmen, great as well as ſmall, are not very nice in 
this point. As for the lawyers, I need not mention 
them, they are well enough known. However, I muſt 
own, that they are fomewhat more humane than wez 
for we often. put. innocent people to death, and * 
ſometimes ſave the guilty. 
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HE 00 of the W wet to o bed, A 
had made this apology for his profeſſion. E re- 


J. to the hall, where I took every thing off the 
table, and put things: in order. I then went into the 


kitchen, where Domingo (for that was the name of the 
old negro) and Dame Leonarda were expecting me to 
come to ſupper to them. Though I was not hungry, 


J fat down along with them, but could not eat; and 


my looks ſhewed that I was as melancholy as I had rea- 
fon to be. Theſe two figures, equally qualiſed, en- 
deavoured to conſole me. Child, why are you afflict- 


ed? ſays the old woman: you rather ought to rejoice 


at your good luck; you are young, and ſeem to he of 
a happy temper; conſequently would have been ruined, 
had you lived in the world; you would have fallen in 
with a parcel of libertines, who: would have engaged 
you in all ſorts of debauchery, whereas your innocende 
will be ſure here. Dame Leonarda is certainly very 
right, ſays the old negro ſetiouſly; befides, the world 
is full of trouble; thank heaven, my friend, therefore, 
that you are delivered from all the dangers, 2 
and afflictions of this life. | 
I very attentively hearkened to a1 Aten for 
to have done otherwiſe would have fignified nothing. 


The negro, after having eaten and drank plentifully, | 


retired to the ſtable, while Leonarda, with a lamp in 
her hand, conducted me to a vault which the thieves 
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made uſe of for a burying place when any of chan dis 
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| ed a natural death. I there perceived a pallet, which 
1 had more the appearance of a tomb than a couch. This is 
if your chamber, ſays ſhe; the young man whoſe place 
115 you have the good luck to fill, lay here while he lived, 
1 and ſome time aſter he was dead. He was fool ena 
14 1 to die in the flower of his age; I hope you will not be 
140 ſo filly as to follow his example. Saying this, ſhe put 
| | 1 the lamp in my hand, and retired. I ſet the lamp on 
; 1 the ground, and threw myſelf on the bed, not ſo much 
1 with an expectation of lleeping, as to give myſelf up 


entirely to my melancholy reflections. O heavens, 


} | | fays I, what a wretched deſtiny has befallen mei I am 

li not only deprived of ever ſeeing the ſun more, but as 
\.: if it were not enough to be buried alive at the age of 
4 eighteen, I am alſo condemned to ſerve thieves all the 


day, and be all night with the dead! . Theſe mortify- 
ing thoughts were indeed extremely ſhocking. I curſ- 


| ed my uncle's intention of ſending me to Salamanca 
it il a thouſand times. I repented of having run away 
He TR from the juſtices at Cacabelos, and would have ſubmit- 
ni 
Wil ted to have been tortured, to have gotten above ground 


again. But conſidering that it was to no purpoſe to 
conſume myſelf in vain complaints, I began to think 
how I might contrive means to efcape. Is there any 
poſſibility, ſays I to myſelf, of eſcaping from hence? 
The thieves are aſleep, the old woman and Domingo 
will ſoon be in the ſame condition. Cannot I, while 
they are all aſleep, with this lamp find out the paſſage 
by which I got into this helliſh abode? It is true, in- 
deed, I do not believe that I am able to lift up the trap- 
door that covers the entry, but J will try, that I may 
have nothing to reproach myſelf with. Deſpair will 
furniſh me with ſtrength, and who bo but I "7 I 
be able to accompliſh it. 
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Thus did 1 project this great deſign, and got out 


00 my pallet, when I thought the old woman and 


the black were afleep., I took the lamp in my 
hand, and went out of the vault, recommending my+ 


ſelf to all the, ſaints in paradiſe. I had a great deal 


of difficulty to find again all the windings of this new 


labyrinth, and arriving at the ſtable door, I at laſt 


perceived the alley I. was in ſearch of. I went on, and 


advanced towards. the trap-door as faſt as poſſible. But 
alas! in the middle of the entry I was ſtopped by a 


confounded gate faſt locked, and the bars fo cloſe that 
a man could ſcarce put his hand through. I was vex- 
ed at the ſight of this new obſtacle, which I had not 
perceived when we came in. Thandled the bars, and 
endeavoured to break open the lock, when all on a ſud- 


den I felt half a dozen hearty bangs with a bull's 


pizzle a- croſs my ſhoulders; upon which I made ſuch a 


terrible noiſe, that all the vault rung with it; and look - 
ing behind me, ſaw Domingo in his ſhirt, with a dark 
lanthorn in one hand, and the inſtrument of his exe» 
cution in the other. So, ſo, you young raſcal you, 
fays he, you want to eſcape, do you? Do not imagine 
that you are too cunning for me. I heard you; you 


thought the grate was open, I ſuppoſe, Know, friend, 


that henceforth you ſhall always find it ſhut. When 


we detain any perſon here againſt his inclination, * 
muſt be more cunning than thee, if he can get off. 
Two or three of the robbers in the mean time #2708 


awaked with my crying out, who not knowing whether 


it was not the holy brotherhood that was coming down 


upon them, got up in a hurry, and alarmed their com- 
rades: In an inſtant they all roſe, and ſeizing their 


arms advanced to the place where the black was chaſ- 


tiüng me; but they were no ſooner acquainted with 
what was the matter, than their concern was changed 
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into fits of laughter: How, Gil Blas, fays the apo 
Rate thief to me, thou haſt not been fix hours here yet; 
and wanteſt to run away from us already! You muſt 
certainly have a great averſion to a retired life: what 
wouldſt thou do if thou wert to turn monk? Go, get 
thee to bed, thou ſhalt be pardoned this time, on ac» 
count of the correction Domingo has beſtowed on thee; 


but if you ever endeavour again to efcape, by St. Bar- 


tholomew, we will flay thee alive. As ſoon as he had 
faid theſe words, he retired. The other thieves re- 
turned to their apartments. Domingo pleaſed with his 
exploit, betook himſelf to the ſtable again; and I ſnea · 
ked back to my burying- ground, where I paſſed the res 
mainder of the night in oghing and weopng- RR 


e. b E. eee 


4 CHAP. VE 
How CH Blas behaved when he 1 Fen better. 


Was like to die with the e that oppreſſed 5 | 
which continued ſeveral days after my vain” at- 
tempt to eſcape; I could ſcarcely hold up my head, 
or ſtand on my feet, but at laſt I reſolved to diſſemble. 
I affected to appear leſs fad than uſual, and began to 
be merry, though God knows I bad no mind to it. In 
tort, I put ſuch a conſtraint upon myſelf, that the old 
woman and the negro were deluded by it. They ima- 
gined that cuſtom had reconciled the bird to its cage. 
The robbers were of the ſame opinion. When I pours | 
ed out their wine for them, I aſſumed a gay air, and 
would frequently put in a word among them, whene⸗ 
ver I found an opportunity to divert them. They 
were pleaſed with the liberty I took. Gil Blas, ſays 


C 


hn 


the captain to me one evening ak I had been ve 


merry, thou didſt well to drive away melancholy;- 1 


am delighted with thy humour and wit: I find people 


are not know all at once; I did not n that * 


wert ſo ſprightly and good humoured. | 

The reſt of them ſpoke alſo. in crate of = bad 
ſeemed ſo well pleaſed with me, that I determined to 
take the advantage of the opportunity, and ſaid, Gen - 
tlemen, allow: me to inform you of my mind: fince I. 
have been here, I find myſelf quite another ſort; of a 
creature. You haye ſtript me of the prejudices of e- 
ducation: I have inſenfbly imbibed your ſentiments, 
and a deſire for your profeſſion, I wiſh-t0 bave the 
honour of being one of your brethren, and to ſhare- 
with you the dangers of your expeditions. My. ſpeech: 
was applauded. by-the whole companys. and. they ap- 
proved of my: forwardneſs, ſo that it was unanimouſiy 
determined that I ſhould ſerve a little longer, in order 
to make trial of my vocation, and then take me out 
in their excurſions; after which I ſhould be admitted: 
to the noble place I. wanted. In hopes of ſo ho+- 
nourable a preferment, I perſevered in my diſſimula- 


tion, and: ſtill exerciſed my employment as butler, : 
which circumſtance greatly mortified me. For my in- 
tention of aſpiring to the honour of becoming a rob- 
ber, was only to have the freedom of getting out of the 
vault wherein I was confined, in hopes of getting away 
from them. Theſe hopes ſupported me: I often wea- 
ried with waiting, and often ſtrove to ſurprize the 


watchfulneſs of the negro; but it was never in my 

power, he was too vigilant: I would have defied an: 

hundred Orpheus's to have ſubdued this Cerberus, Ic: 

is true, indeed, I was fo afraid of making myſelf ſa-- 

ſpected, that 1 did not do what I could to beguile him. 

He watched me, and I was obliged to be very cauti- 
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ous; that I might not betray | myſelf. - I therefore put 


off all thoughts of getting out, till 'the time appointed 
for receiving me into the gang was come; and I wait» 
ed for this event as eagerly as if I had then been to * 
admitted among the knights of the order. 5 
I thank God, ſix months aſter, the time came, * 
Signior Rolando ſpoke thus to his companions, Gentle- 
men, we muſt keep our promiſe with Gil Blas; I have 


a good opinion of this lad: I believe we ſhall make 


ſomething of him; I think we had better take him 
with us to-morrow, to gather laurels on the highway. 
We will take it upon ourſelves to breed him up in the 
way to glory. The robbers were all in the ſame way 


of thinking with their captain; and to ſhew me that 


they viewed. me already as one of their companions, 
they diſpenſed with my ſerving them. Dame Leo- 
narda took poſſeſſion again of the poſt I had taken from 
her. They made me quit my dreſs, which conſiſted 
only of a ſhort frock very much uſed, and decked me 
out with: the ſpoils of a gentleman lately robbed. Af. 
ter which I got ready for my on campaign. 
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CHAP. VIIL 


| Gil Blas goes along with the Robbers. An ae; which 


he performs on the High- . 


* 


AR L one morning in the N of 42 
ber, I came out of the ſubterranean habitation 
with the robbers. I was armed like them, with a ca- 
rabine and bayonet, a ſword, and two piſtols, and 
mounted on a very good horſe, which they had taken 
from the gentleman whoſe cloaths I wore. I ha&hve 


o rn A A Hh 
ed fo long in darkneſs, that the n dazzled" my erer, 


till I was accuſtomed to it. <4 

We paſſed juſt by Ponferrada, winds riet ourſelves 
in ambuſh in a ſmall wood bordering on the high road 
to Leon. We were waiting there, thinking that for- 
tune would throw ſome good booty in our way, When 
we ſaw a Dominican friar, mounted, contrary to the 
ordinary cuſtom of theſe good fathers, on a bad mule. 
God be praiſed, ſays the captain laughing, here is a 
maſter-· piece for Gil Blas: He muſt go and diſmount 
the monk; let us ſee how he will behave. © All the 
robbers were of opinion, that this commiſſion would 


ſuit me; and they adviſed me to acquit myſelf well 


in it. Gentlemen, ſays I to them, you ſhall be pleaſ- 
ed; I will ſtrip the prieſt as naked as he was born, 
and bring you his mule. No, no, ſays Rolando, it is 
not worth the trouble; bring us only his Reverence's 
purſe, that is all we want of thee. Upon which I im- 


mediately ſallied out of the wood, and made towards 
the monk, begging heaven to pardon the action I was 


going to commit. I would willingly have made my 


cicape that moment, but the molt part of the thieves 


were better mounted than me, and if they had ſeen 


that I fled from them, would ſoon have been at my 
heels, and carried me back with them, or perhaps 


have diſcharged their carabines at me, which I did net 
chooſe to bazard, the ſtep being too delicate. There- 
fore I made up to the prieſt, and demanded his purſe, 
holding my piſtol to his breaſt, to let him ſee that 1 
was in earneſt, He-ſtopt ſhort to view me, and did 
not appear very much frightened: Child, ſays he, you 
are very young, you have begun this villainous trade 


betimes. Father, ſays I, roguith as it is, I with I had 


begun it ſooner. Ah, ſon, replies the good' monk, 


who did not comprehend the true meaning of- my 
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words, What ſayeſt thou? What blindneſs!” Allow me 
to repreſent your unhappy condition. Father; ſays B 
precipitately. interrupting him, a-truce with your mo+ 
rals, if you pleaſe; I do not come on the highway to 
hear ſermons, it is money Þ want: Money! ories the 
monk in ſurpriſe: you judge very badly of the charity 
of the Spaniards, if you- think that people of my cha- 
rater ſtand in need of money to travel with in Spain, 
Be not deceived, we are agrecably received every 
where, we are lodged, we are fed, and all that is de- 
manded of us; is our prayers. In ſhort, we never- 


carry any money on the road with us, we abandon our- 


ſelves to Providence. That will not do with me, ſays 
I; you do not always give yourſelves up to it, you- 
bave ſometimes good piſtoles upon you, to make you 
the more certain of Providence. But, father, let us 
have done; my comrades who are in the wood are im- 


patient. Immediately throw: _ olds: to mee 
or I will kill you. | 


At theſe words, which I i with and 
ning air, the prieſt ſeemed afraid for: his life. Stop 


then, ſays he, and I will ſatisfy you, ſince it muſt be 


ſoz I perceive that rhetorical figures are uſeleſs with 
ſuch men as you are. So ſaying, he pulled from un- 


der his gown a great purſe made of ſhamoy leather, 
which he threw upon the ground. I then told him 


to continue his journey, which he did, not giving me 
the trouble to repeat it. He kicked bis mule's ſides, 
which belying the opinion 1 bad of her (for I thought 
her no better than my uncle's) went off at a pretty faſt 
pace. As he rode on, I alighted, and took up the 
purſe, which appeared heavy; I got on my horfe a» 
gain, and went back to the wood as faſt as poſ- 
fable, where the robbers impatiently waited to congra- 
tulate me on my victory; they would ſcarcely give me- 
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time to alight, ſo eager were they to embrace me. 
Courage, ſays Rolando to me,, thou haſt done won-—- 
ders; I-viewed thee all: the while; L have. obſerved thy. - 
countenance; L foretel.that' thou wilt make an excel= 
lent highwayman. The licutenantand the others ap- 
plauded the prediction, and afſured me that one day I. 
ſhould certainly: accompliſh it. I-thanked: them for 
the great opinion they had of me, ans nn do. 
my endeavours to ſupport it. 

After more praiſes than I infant uad been 1. ; 
ſtowed on me, they wanted to examine the plunder. 
which I had brought them. Let us ſee, ſaid they, what 
there is in the monk's purſe. It muſt be well furniſh-- 
ed, continues one of them, for theſe religious fathers. 
do not commonly travel like pilgrims. . The captain 
untied the purſe, opened it, and took out of it a par- 
cel of copper medals, mixed with Agnus Dei's, hag 
ſome ſcapulaires. At the ſight of ſo uncommon a | 
all the robbers burſt into an immoderate fit of 3 
ter. Upon my ſoul, ſaid the lieutenant, we are un- 
der a great i to Gil Blas, hĩs firſt performance 
is a ſalutary one. Theſe raſcals, and eipecially he 
who had apoſtatized, began to be very merry upon the 
matter, and ſaid a thouſand things that too well de- 
noted the wiekedneſs of their morals: I was the only 
one that did not laugh at it: It is true, the raillerx 
was all at my expence, which was enough to check my 
mirth, had 1 had an-inclination for it: Every one had 
a fling at me; and the captain ſaid, Faith, Gil Blas, as 

a friend, I would adviſe thee not to trouble thyſelf as 
ny more with the monks, they are a * W too 
* 11 cunning for Wow 6 
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XXIV E continued the apr part of the day in the 
V wood, without meeting with any traveller to 
make amends for our diſappointment in the monk. We 
eame out of it at laſt, intending to return to our ſul» 
terranean habitation, limiting our exploits to this ri- 

fible adventure, which ſtill was the ſubject of out dif- 
eourſe, when we ſaw at a diſtanee a coach and four 
mules. They advanced: to us upon a ſharp trot, and 
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1 were accompanied with three men on horſeback, who: 
1601 appeared well armed. Rolando bid his company halt, 
10 to hold a council, the conſequence of which was, to 
1 attack the coach. We immediately arranged ourſelves 
viel in the order which he wanted, and rode up to the 
14 coach in order of battle. Notwithſtanding the ap- 
i 4 plauſe I received in the wood, I found myſelf ſeized 
Fel with a great trembling, and cold ſweat, which pre- 
184 ſaged nothing good. Untortunately: my. place bappen- 


ed to be betwixt the captain and lieutenant, in the 
front, which I fancied they contrived ſo on purpoſe, 
to accuſtom me to ſtand fire. Rolando perceived the 
fear I was in, and throwing a ſour look at me, faid 
with a ſurly air, Gil Blas, hear me, mind thy duty; 
if you flinch the leaſt, with this piſtol L will blow your 
brains out. I was too well perſuaded of what he faid, 
to neglect this warning; ſo I reſol ved to dare 1 _ 
and recommended my ſoul to God. 5 
By this time the coach and horſemen were gor up 
with us. They knew what ſort of people we were, 
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ü renne 37 
and ocked our deſign by our eountenances j they 0 


ſtopped at twenty paces diſtance: They had piſtols and 


| carabines as well as we; and while they were prepar- 
ing to receive us, there came out of the coach a. gen- 
tleman richly dreſſed. He mounted a led horſe, and 


put himſelf at the dende of thoſe that attended him. 
He had no arms but his ſword and two ' piſtols. - Still 
they were but four againſt nine, for the coachman re- 


mained on his box. They advanced towards us with 


a boldneſs that redoubled my fright; however, though 


1 trembled hand and foot, I made ready to do as the 


reſt did: To tell the truth, I ſhut my eyes when I 


diſcharged my carabine, and fixed it in ſuch a manner, 


that I believe there is nothing lies on my * — on 
account of that affair. 

I will not give the particulars of this action; for 
though I was preſent, I faw nothing. Fear troubled 
my imagination much, ſo that it even concealed the 
horror of the ſpectacle which frighted me. All that 


I know is, that after a great deal of firing I heard my 
comrades cry out, Victory! victory! upon which ac- 


clamation, my fear diſſipated, and I perceived four 


horſemen lying dead on the field of battle. We had 
but one man killed on our ſide, which was the apo= 
fate, who met with a juſt punithment for his apoſta- 


cy, and ridiculous jokes on the ſcapulaires. 'The Heu- 
tenant received a wound in his arm, but it was "oy 
triſling, the ball only razing the ſkin. 


Signior Rolando ran immediately to the coach door; 


there was a lady of about twenty four years of age in 


it, who appeared very beautiful, notwithſtanding the 
condition which ſne was in. She fainted during the 
engagement, and was not recovered when the captain 
came up to her. Whilſt he was buſy viewing her, we 
fell upon the booty. We began by-ſecuring the dead 


k 
4 
Al 2 * wa N n ene 
= U Fe — 
1 nn = —— 4 
» own RO 


—— —_—_——— 


— — 
ONO 
* 


5 2 ——— rr 
8 = > =— Wm _ —_ 


en — — 2 8 3 


_— - woes 
_— * rn 4 
Y 


n 


2 * x of — — EE | 2 1 - 


1 


< ag = 3 
n 


e 


—— ˙ w U. —üÜWÄ X= 


— — 


e 
= — „ * 


S —— — 


J -- 
— 2 + 
l i 


14105 38 THE ADVENTURE s 

. Adden horſesz. thoſe: animals being; frighted nk 
1 noiſe of the carahines and piſtols, broke looſe after 

— 41 they had loſt their riders. The mules never moy- 

1 quitted hie ſeat to ſave himfelf.. We alighted off 
1 our horſes to looſe the mules from the coach, and 
1 vad them with the ſeveraf' bundles which we found 
11 tied before and behind the coach. That done, the 
1 aaptaĩn cauſed us to take the lady, who was not yet 
1 xecovered from her ſwoon, and put her before one of 
14 the robbers who was beſt mounted. Then leaving 
1 on the high - road the coach and ſtript dead men. 
ap FI we e _ non us: the: e nn * 
1100  horfes. 2 | | | 
I ue | 
WW . H AP. XR 

0 | i * N the: Robbers ved the Lady... Of a great 


Deen which Gil Blas . and what was a * 
vent of it. | oy 


_——__ _—_ 
. 


2 
—— — 


FE got to our ſubterranean. dwelling about an 

bour after night. We led our horſes and 

5 8 the ſable, and were obliged to take care f 
them ourſelves,, becauſe Domingo had been in bed 
three hours; beſides a: violent fit of: the gout, he was: | 
Pained all over with the rbeumatiſm. 'Þhere: was-no- 
thing free of it but his tongue, which be employed in | 
teſtifying his impatience by horrible blaſphemies We 

left the miſerable wretch curſing and ſwearing, and 
went into the kitchen, where we paid all our attention 8 
to the lady: We managed it ſo well, that at laſt 8 
zecovered. her ant of her fit: But when. her; fc ! 
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were reſtored, and the faw herſelf in che ies of ſo 


many ſtrange men, ſhe perceived her misfortune” and 


trembled. Whatever grief and deſpair could repre _ 
ſent to her, appeared painted in her eyes, which ſhe 


raiſed to heaven, as if to reproach it for the injury ſhe 


was threatened with. Theſe diſmal ideas threw her 


into another fit; her eyes ſhut; and the robbers ima- 
gined that death was going to rob them of their prey. 
The captain judging it would be better to abaudon 
her to herſelf than torment her with freſh aſſiſtange 
from them, cauſed her to be put into the old woman's- 
bed, where ſhe lay all alone, eee to "the inan 
the moſt wretcbed of mortals. 

Then we went into the ball, n one ual the — 


bers, who had been a ſurgeon, dreſſed the lieutenants 
arm. That done, we. then ſet about examining our 


bundles. Some were full of linen, others eloaths, aud 
the laſt contained ſome bags of piſtoles, which greatly: 
pleaſed the gentlemen concerned. After this exami- 
nation, the cloth was laid and ſapper brought in, We: 
entertained ourfelves at firſt with the great victory we 
had gained. Upon which Rolando addreſſed himſelf: 
to me, Confeſs, ſays he, Gil Blas, confeſs that thout 
waſt much afraid, I replied, that I could hot deny its 
but that he would ſee what I would do after had: 
ſought two or three campaigns. Upon wich, all the 
company took my parts, and faid,. that Fſhould be par- 
doned for that time; that the action was briſk, and: 
conſidering that I was a young man, who had RTE 
ſtood fire before, I had come off pretty well. 

The converſation afterwards. was. oats * 
"_ and horſes, which we had juſt: brought into the 


It was, determined that: we ſhould all go the 


next 0 y before it was light, and ſell them at Man- 
la, where probably they had not. yet: heard of our en 


— 
— — 3 5 
— . — — nr 


— o ů 


4 * 
i 
. G : 10 ' . : 
= 
os k oy - \ 8 Pu EE 2 3 Liter wm 8 "i 
r 9 „ n nm = TERED 
— 1 F * — ** - — 


= 
4 — 
- + — 
SEAS r 15 


"1 3 3 — 
<< mY I. F 
by e — 


* 


Oy — 


— — 


= = = 
bs + þ 
y 1 
„ h 
K 
N N 
3 © \ I 
1 d 
47 
= 
' . 15 
2 7 
3 \ * . 
N 4 
iT / X [1 
l 
. 2 ; 
(| b 
1 . 
7 * 
4 i 
vt i 
\ vs 
ir, 
4 
1 . . 
+4 ö 
© 4 
17 1 
4 141 
1 
1 : 
- 
. 
i 7 
f CE 
4 
1.8 
4. ; 
183 1 
- + 
(ns 
1 17 
1 4 
A ; 
* 2 
1 { *. 
* 
1s 
4 
+ 7 . 
1 N 
* \ 
l 
1 1 
Ec 
p 1 
5 
'S 
I &E 
bi 1 
6 f 0 
17 
1 
f 4 
$ F 
1 I 
: q 
1 
1 f 
f {TY 
i x | . 
* * 
, , 
* 7 
1 A? 
[s 
c 4 
} * 
1 
x 
4 * 
N. 
* — 
1 * 
4 
N 3 
1 7 4 
_— 7 
1 
+ 
' 4% 
C 7 
ta 
= 
4 
iy i 
* 
1 
i, =; 
N 1 
FEA 2+ 
144 
9 {$4 
1 3 1 
17 
7 Ds 13 : 
o 9 4 
' 3s; , 
- 2 
4 
$35.0) 
: T2 
„ 1 45 
3 
11 4 
1 
#1 
vs 
$7 +4 
1 
R 2 
* 1 bi : 
- 3 54 
$7 
$7 l 
Sy 4 
* * 
e 
Q - g 
1 
Bip © 
CF*T/4 #4 
r 
* 
* 
y 4 o 
4. 
i J 4 
1 
. fs 
144 
- 
d z 
% 1 T 
14 
2 
. * 
4 # 
1 1 
19 
, 
\ 
1 gf 
Ye "F; 
*% þ e 
[4 
: 
* 4 4 
% BY 
x Ky 
l 2 
9 
To 
©*- SE 
* . 
KW 
tal Ft 
: 
*£ 0 
1 
* 


L 2 K UL : war rr — es ws 2 a — - 
, o 2 — 7 22 8 . —2 * * ——— 
a = - — rs N - =_ OS L 
* * - « l 0 A — — a — g N 
I — NR bes he. wa 2 — a . 4 — — : " - 
E one erg . 7 _ : 1 — — TE — = — 5 — — _ — . — . » — - 
- K Bs 2 = 5 —— — — — wed — of nr Re es The 5 Soi — — - q — — * 
8 g — — — bo — — * — - wo 8 Nn LA AT —_— 
— 2 2 — — * — — — BR e * 
8 p — 2 - " l 0 J ASIF 7 
* aer 1 
— 2 * 


f = 
: _ - 1 = 2 138 — Wl ” q * 
1 —ů— h 8 5 q - , — 
4 <a 2 « — df * 2 , - +-- Mx ; * 1 - 4. n Go — . n 2 4 
——U — . —ũñ w. — — MG — — i _— —————— — 222 K — — — 
* * bd 2K vox — — 2 — 
3 
— — ear — 
3 


OS ES 
. 


4 6 VL — 5 
#2 - J V 0 Y n 
A a 4 - 


—— 


— 
+ — 
* 

N 

a, — 


25 


40 ＋ HE ADVENTURES 
pedition. After ſupper, we went again to ſee the Th 
dy, whom we. found in the ſame fituation as we left 
| her. Neverthelefs, bad as ſhe appeared, yet ſome of 
the robbers caſt a profane eye upon her; and ſhewed 
their brutal Huſt, which they would have ſatisfied, had 
not Rolando ſtopped them, by reprefenting that they 
ſhould ar leaſt wait till the lady was recovered. | The 
reſpect they had for their captain was a reſtriction on 
their incontinence. Without that, nothing eould have 
faved-the lady; even death itfelf- 8 en not 
have ſecured her honour. 

We again left this andthe womar in We ſame 
condition. Rolando contented himſelf with ordering 
Leonarda to take care of her, and every one retired to 
their reſpective chambers. As for me, when I lay 
down, inſtead of ſleeping I could not help thinking on 
the misfortune of the lady; I ſuppoſed her to be a per- 
fon of quality, and thought her more to be pitied on 
that account. I trembled to think of the horrors that 
ſurrounded her, and felt myſelf as much concerned 
for her as if ſhe had been my relation. In ſhort, after 
having heartily bewailed her fate, I thought of means 

how to preſerve her honour in the danger ſhe was in 

and at the ſame time to- get us out of this ſubterra- 
nean dwelling. I knew that Domingo could not move, 
and that ſince his indiſpoſition, Leonarda had the key 
of the grate: this thought made me form a project, 
which in the Sen manner E r ts”; 2 in 
execution. : 

I feigned to Hove the colic; and cried out as if I 
had been dreadfully pained. The robbers awoke, and 
| foon after eame to me. They demanded the reaſon 
why I cried ſo. I anſwered, that I had a-dreadful cho# 
lie; and toperſuadethem the more that it was ſo, I Macke 
a hundred wry faces, like a perſon very much pained. 


— 


ther upon going, leſt. they ſhould have taken me at my 
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Then I lay ſtall, as if the fit was ſomewhat eaſier. In 
an inſtant after, I rolled on my, pallet, and wrung my. 
hands as if the fat came-on me again. In ſhort, I play- 
ed my part ſo well, that, cunning as the robbers were, 
I deceived them all, and they thought I was terribly. 
tortured indeed. They did what they could to aſſiſt 
mez one brought me a bottle of brandy, and made 
me ſwallow half of it; another anointed me with the 
oil of ſweat almonds, whether I would or not; athird: 
warmed a napkin, and put it very hot to my belly. 1 
in vain cried out, hold; they thought my cholic was 


the reaſon of my cries, and continued to make me 


ſuffer real pains, to eaſe me of a fictitious one. In ſine, En, 
not being able to endure it any longer, I told them 
that I was ſome what better, and intreated them to have 
pity on me. They ceaſed fatiguing me witk their 
remedies; and. I took care how I complained any. 
more, for fear of ns 4heir a a- 

ain. 
: This ſcene laſted almoſt three 3 3 which” 
the thieves judgingthat it was almoſt day, prepared ta 
ſet out for Manſilla- I made as I would fain accom- 
pany them, but they prevented me: No, no, Gil Blas, | 
ſays Captain Rolando, ftay here, my boy, thy cholic 

may come on thee again; thou ſhalt go with us when 

thou art better, for to-day thou art not in a condition 

to follow us. I did nor think proper to inſiſt any fur [| 


word; I only appeared to be very ſorry that I could 
not bs of the party. I did this with ſo good an air, 
that they all went out of our ſubterranean habitation 
without the leaſt ſuſpecking my project. After their 
departure, for which I heartily wiſhed, I faid to myſelf, 
now, Gil Blas, now is the time for thee to have.reſo> | 
lution z abe courage to finiſh what thou haſt ſo * 


4 
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pily begun. The negro is not in A ſtate to oppoſe 
thy undertaking, and the. old woman «cannot bindet 


thy executing it: ſeize this opportanity of eſcaping, 
thou wilt never have a more favourable one. Theſe 


reflexions gave me confidence; I roſe, took my ſword 
and piſtols, and went firft to the kitchen; hut before 


J entered, I heard Leonarda ſpeak, and ſtopped to lif-- 


ten. She was talking to the ſtrange lady, endeavour» - 
ing to conſole her, who, being come to herſelf, and 


confidering her misfortune, wept bitterly. Ay, ay, 
fays Leonarda, ſigh on, weep as much as you pleaſe, 
it will comfort you: your fit was dangerous, but it is 
now over, fince you hed tears. Your grief will be 
appeaſed by degrees, and you will aceuſtom yourſelf 
with living with our gentlemen here, who ate ho- 
nourable men; you will be treated like a pri x 
they will be very fond of you, and no doubt. you will. 
teſtify your affection to them. There are many wor 
men who would wiſh to be in your place. 


I did not give Leonarda time to ſay any morez 1 


entered, and with a threatening air told her, that I 
would immediately blow out her brains, if ſhe did not 
| give me the key of the grate. She was much ſur- 
priſed, and though pretty much advanced in years, way 
ſtill too much attached to life to refuſe my requeſt. 

When I had received the key, T thus addreſſed myſelf 
to the afflicted lady: Madam, ſays I, heaven ſends a de- 
hyerer to you, riſe and follow me, and I will lead you 
where you chuſe to order me. | 'The lady was not 


deaf to my offer. My words made ſuch an impreſi- 


on on her, that recollecting all her ſtrength, ſhe came 
and threw herſelf at my feet, intreating me to preferys 
her honour. I raiſed her. up, and aſſured her, that 


ſhe might rely upon me. I then took up ſome cords | 
which I ſaw in the kitchen, and with the afliſtance.of | 
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the lady, tied Leonarda to dhe foor ct a great n 
proteſting that 1 would kill her, if me made the leaſt 
noiſe. After that, I lighted a lamp, and went witk 
the lady to the room where the treaſure of gold and fi} 
ver lay: I put as many fingle and double piſtoles inte 
my pocket as they would hold, and made the lady alſe 


take as many as ſhe could carry, n to her 
that ſhe only took what was her own. When we had 


made a good provifion for ourſelves, we proceeded to 
the ftable, where 1 centered alone, with 'my piſtols 
cocked. I ĩmagined that Domingo, notwithſtanding his 
gout and rheumatiſm, would not quietly fuffer me to 
bridle and faddle my horſe, and refolved to cure him 
of his ails for ever, if he refiſted. But as good luck 
would have it, he was ſo violently pained at that time, 
cn OO horſe out of the ſtable without his per- 
ceiving me. The lady waited for me atthegrate: we 
quickly paſſed out of the alley that conducted us to che 
grate, which we opened, and coming to the trap- door 
lifted it up with much ado. Had not the great defire 
of eſcaping ſtrengthened us, we ſhould never have ac» 
company e.. | 

Day-light began to appetr hin we found * 
out of this abyſs, from whence we ſtrove to remove 
ourſelves as faſt as poſſible. 1 mounted the horſe, 
and taking the lady on behind me, rode as faſt as poſ- 
ſible along the firſt road we found, and preſently got 
out of che foreſt; we came into a plain, where were 


many reads, and took one of them by chance. I was 


like to die with fear, leſt it ſhould conduct us to Man- 
ſilla, and ſo meet with Rolando and his comrades. 
Happily for us, I was afraid without a reaſon; Wear» 
rived at Aſtorga about two o'clock in the afternoon; 
I perceived the people looked on us as attentively a8 
if it had been uncommon to ſee a woman ride behind 
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a man. We put up at the firſt inn we came to, 1 
I ordered a partridge and. pheaſant to be got ready-for 
dinner. Whilſt they were executing my. orders, .l 
conducted the lady to a chamber, where we entered 
into converſation, which we had not an; opportu» 
nity of doing on the road, on account of the haſte we 
made. . She expreſſed herſelf to me, how ſenſible ſhe 
was of the ſervice I had juſt done her; and ſaid that 


— — — — 
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| 


| | 
ij aſter ſo generous an action ſhe could not be perſuaded ” 
| that I was a companion of the robbers, from whom I had he 
1 delivered her. I related to her my, hiſtory, to confirm gr 
| the good opinion ſhe conceived of me. Upon which th 
| i ſhe put confidence in me, and told me her misfortunes, 4 
i. which the reader will find in. che following chapter. th 
cee |" 
if * JJV 
| | .T he Hiſtory of Donna Mencia de Moſpuera. a 2 5 
| "Y name is Donna Mencia de Moſer. TI ; 
il born at Valladolid; Don Martin, my. I b 
il after having deſtroyed — all his patrimony in the 7 
ue army, was killed at the head of a regiment which he b 
in commanded in Portugal. He left me ſo ſmall a fors 1 
tune, that I was but a poor match for any one, although 0 

I was an only daughter. However, I did not Want 

lovers, notwithſtanding, the ſmallneſs of my fortune; 1 

many of the moſt conſiderable gentlemen in Spain f 

courted me, but he who atttacted my attention was t 

Don Alvar de Mello. Indeed he was genteeler than } 

his rivals, but more ſolid qualities than this determiny \ 


& me in his favour. He bad wit, diſcretion, van 
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and bes beſides,' he paſſed” for the Fee gallant 5 


man in the world. If he made an entertainment, no- 
thing could be more elegant: if he appeared at the 
juſts, his ſtrength and dexterity were always admired: 
for theſe reaſons I Preſerves * before all . and 


married him. 


A ſhort time after our marriage, he met Don * 
drea de Baeſa, one of his rivals, in a by - place; they 
quarrelled and drew. Don Andrea loſt his life, and 
he being the nephew of the corregidor of Valladolid, a 
great enemy of the family of Mello, Don 'Alvar 


thought it moſt proper to get inſtantly out of the 


city. He immediately returned home, where, While 
they were getting a horſe ready for him, he related to 
me what had happened. My dear Mencia, ſays he to 
me, we muſt part. You know what ſort of a'perſon 
the corregidor is. Do not let us flatter ourſelves; he, 

will do every thing that lies in his power againſt me. 

You know what authority he has, Iſhall not be ſecure in 
this kingdom. He was ſo grieved at our parting, and 
the ſorrow he ſaw me ſeized with, that he could fay no 
more. I made him take as much gold and jewels as 
he could carry. Then we embraced; and did nothing 
but mingle ſighs and tears for a quarter of an hour. 


At length being acquainted that his horſe was'rgady, be 


broke looſe from me, and left me in a condition which 
cannot repreſent. Happy bad it been if the exceſs 


of my affliction had then killed me; but my life was 
| ſpared for more troubles. Some hours after Don AK 


var had ſet out, the corregidor was apprized of his 


flight, and ordered him to be purſued; ſparing no pains _ 


to get him into cuſtody. , My ſpouſe was too hard for 

him, and got into a place of ſafety. Thus the judge 

was . to N his 8 with che cs * 
Vol. I. . . C. . 
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tisfaction of ſeizing the effects of a man whoſe bloo 
he thirſted afterz and he did that effectually. 2h 
I lived in this very afflicting ſituation, having nid 
n eee ee ſubſiſt on; I began to lead a very retir- 
ed life, and kept but one woman ſervant. I ſpent all 
my days in weeping, not for indigence, which I bore n 
patiently, but for the abſence of my dear huſband, of 
whom I had no account. He had, however, at 


a 
parting promiſed that he would take care to inform t 
me of his fate to whatever place his evil ſtars might © 1 
conduct him. Nevertheleſs, ſeven long years were if 
gone before I heard what was become of bim: the un · v 
certainty I was in made me live in continual: ſorrow: t 


At laſt I underſtood that he was flain in a battle, fight» 
ang for the king of Portugal in the kingdom of Fez. 
I was informed of it by a perſon lately arrived from Af. 
rica, who aſſured me that he was very well acquainted 
with Don Alvar de Mello; that he had ſerved in the 
Portugueſe army with bim, and had ſeen him fall in tbe 
action. He added to this ſome other circumſtances, 
which fully perſuaded ne that my hufband was no 
more. 

Don . Meſia Carillo, Marquis 4* la FW 
dia, came to Valladolid about that time. He was one 
of thoſe old lords who by their gallant and polite acti- 
ons make women forget their age, and think them as 

talking as if they were young ſtill. One day ſomebo» 
dy by chance related to him the ſtory of Don Alvarz 
and gave him ſuch a favourable deſcription -of me, that 
he wanted to ſee me. He ſaw me; and though grief 
had made a great impreſſion on me, he took ſach a 

| liking to me, that it turned to a tender paſſion. Per- 

| haps. indeed he pitied my ſad and mournful condition, 
and pity very often changes itfelf into love. 
diſmal ſtate affected him, and he told me more 


ary 


wan once, that he beheld me as a prodigy. of con- 
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ſtancy, and even envied the fate of my huſband, in ha- 


ving ſuch a faithful wife, though his end was ſo las 


mentable. In ſhort, he was ſtruck with the Gght of me, 
and only wanted to ſee me a ſecond rr to eee to 
marry me. | | 
Heleta friend of 1 mine know his i 1 A*. came 
and repreſented to me, that my huſband being killed in 
the kingdom of Fez, it was not at all reaſonable that 
I ſhould bury myſelf alive, and make my charms-uſe- 
leſs to my youth; that I had wept enough for a man 
who had been united to me for ſo ſhort a time, and 
that I ſhould take hold of the opportunity which offer · 
ed, of being the happieſt woman in the world. Then 
ſhe boaſted of the Marquis's nobility, his great eſtates, 
and his good character. But all ſhe {aid was loſt up- 


on me; I would not be perſuaded by her: not that 


I thought Don Alvar was not dead, or was afraid of 
his returning on a ſudden, when I did not expect him, 
I was fo little inclined to marry again, or rather was 
ſo unwilling to it, after I had been ſo unfortunate in 
my firſt marriage, that I could not think of comply- 
ing with my friend's requeſt. However, ſhe did not 


_ ceaſe to intice me: on the contrary, the redoubled her 


zeal for Don Ambroſio: She engaged all my relations 
in that old lord's intereſts: they all adviſed me to ac: 
cept, of ſo advantageous a match. I was conſtantly 
importuned by them: It is true, indeed, that my po- 
verty, which became every day greater, rr 


not a little to overcome my reſiſtance. 


I could hold out no longer, I yielded to their 3 
Gng inſtances, and married the Marquis de la Guardia, 


who, the day after our nuptials, carried me to a very 


fine caſtle he had near Burgos, between Grajal and 
Rodillas. He was very fond of me, and did every 
| c 2 
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thing that lay in his power to pleaſe me: he ftudied 
to prevent my leaſt deſires, and never was a huſband 
fonder of pleaſing a wife; never was lover more com- 
plaiſant to a miſtreſs. I ſheuld have paſſionately loy- 


ed Don Ambroſio, notwithſtanding the diſproportion of | 


our ages, had I been capable of loving any one but 
Don Alvar. But a conftant heart can have but one 
paſſion. The remembrance of my firſt huſband ren - 
dered uſeleſs all his endeavours to pleaſe me. I could 
not pay back his affection, but with: e ſentiments 
of acknowledgment. | 

I was in this diſpofition, when 3 the air one 
day at my chamber window, I ſaw in the garden a kind 
of peaſant, who looked very attentively on me. 1 
thought that he was an affiftant of the gardener's, and 
took butlittle notice of him; but the next day, being 
at the ſame widow, I perceived him in the ſame place 
again, and he ſeemed ſtiil very much attached to look 
at me. This ſtruck me; I examined his face more 


_ Euriouſly, and fancied I perceived the features of the 


unfortunate Don Alvar. This thought put me ints 


2 terrible apprehenſion of the. truth of it, and I cried 
out; but was then by good luck alone with Ines, who | 


was the ſervant I moſt confided in. I told her of my 
ſuſpicion; ſhe laughed at me, thinking that ſome ſmall 
likeneſs had deceived my eyes. Do not imagine ity 
madam, ſays ſhe; what likelihood is there that your 
firſt huſband fhould be in the form of a peaſant? Can 
it be polſible that he is ſtill alive? I will go down to 
the garden, added the, and talk to this countty-man. 


I will know who he is, and return in a moment ta in- 


form you. Accordingly ſhe did fo, and when ſhe te- 
turned, I perceived her to be in great confuſion, ' Ma- 
dam, fays ſhe, your ſuſpicion is too well grounded. 
It was Don Alvar whom you ſaw. He has diſcover 
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ed himſelf to me, and wants ta een nnn 
verſation with you. WET 7. | 
1 had at that time an 2 of receiving Don 
Alvar, as the Marquis was: then: gone to Burgos; and 
commanded my woman to conduct him into my clo» 
ſet. Tou may judge the terrible agitation; I was in; 
I could not. ſupport: the: fight of a man Who had too 
much reaſory to reproach me with inconſtancy; I faint» 
ed when, he preſented himſolf before me. Ines and he 
immediately gave me afliſtance, and as I came to my» 
ſelf, Don Alvar ſaid, Madam, I defire that my pre- 
ſence may not incommode you: I do not intend giv- 


ing you the leaſt. uneaſineſs. I am not come like a 


furious huſband, to demand an account of the faith 
you vowed to me, and to charge you with the erime 
of the ſecond engagement you have contracted. I am 
not ignorant that this is the work of your friends, and 
I am acquainted with the perſecutions you have ſuſfer 


ed on that account. I know how they ſpread the te " 


port of my death at Valladolid, and that you yourſelf 
had good reaſon to think ſo, having received no letter 
from me to inform you of the- contrary. . In ſhort, 

I know in what manner you have lived fince our cruel 
ſeparation, and that neceſſity rather than love put you 
in the arms of- Ah, my Lord, ſaid I, interrupt- 
ing him, why would you excuſe your wife? Iam 
guilty, ſince you live. Oh that I was now in the fame 
ſituation I was in before Don Ambroſio married met . 
Fatal marriage! Alas! I ſhould otherwiſe have bad in 
my miſery the conſolation of . you nian Nenn 
ing. 

My dear- Mencia, replied Don Alon with an air 
which ſhewed how much he was penetrated with my 
tears, I do not complain of you, and inſtead gf re- 
proaching you with the brilliant ſtate which I ſind you 
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parted from Valladolid, fortune has always been a- 
gainſt me: my life has been but a continued ſeries of 
_ misfortunes, and nothing made me more wretchedthan 
being deprived of an opportunity to ſend you news of 
me, and to hear from you. I was ſenſible how you 
loved me, and continually repreſented to myſelf the fi- 
tuation to which my fatal affection reduced you. I 


concern for you was ever my greateſt trouble, I 
reproached myfelf ſometimes for having been the occa+ 


you had taken one of my rivals, fince the preference 
you had given me coſt you fo dear. Nevertheleſs, af - 
ter ſeven years ſufferings, more eaptivated with you 
than ever, I wanted to ſee you again; I could not re- 


mitting myſelf to ſatisfy it, went in this diſguiſe to 

Valladolid, at the hazard of being diſcovered. There 
X have been informed of every thing. Afterwards 1 
came to the caſtle, and found means to come at the 


ing to you. But do not imagine that by my ſtaying 
here I have any deſign of troubling the felicity you 
enjoy. I love you more than I love myſelf. I am 


to reflect on the condition I leave you in will be the 


you, and return no more to en your re- 
poſe. 


not allow you to deſert me a ſecond time, I will go 
with you; nothing but death ſhall henceforth ſepa» 
rate us, Liſten to me, * be, live ſtill with Don 


in, T'thank heaven for it. Since the fatal day T G0 


repreſented you to my eyes always in tears, and my 


fon of making you ſo miſerable, and even wiſhed that 
Git this deſire, and at the end of a long flavery, per- 


gardener, who hired me to work in the gardens, where 
I might poſſibly have an opportunity of ſecretly ſpeak · 


glad to fee you ſo happy, and the pleaſure I ſhall take 


only conſolation of a life which I will end far from 


No, no, Don Alvar, cried I at thefe words, I will 
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 Amtbrolon 90-194 accom pany me in my misfortunes, 


let. me be wretched by myſelf. He ſaid a great many 


bother things to the ſame purpoſe, but the more willing 
he appeared to ſacrifice himſelf to my happineſs, the 
Jeſs I was diſpoſed to confent to it. When he found 


that I was determined to follow him, he changed his 
tone all on a ſudden, and looking very well pleaſed 


upon me, ſaid, Madam, ſince you have ſtill ſo much 


regard for Don Alvar as to prefer his niifery to the 
happineſs you+enjoy here, let us go and live at Betan- 


cos, at the farther end of the kingdom of Galicia 


where I have a ſeeret retreat prepared for us. If my 
misfortunes. have deprived me of all my eſtate, they 


have not yet deprived me of all my friends: I have [tilt 


ſome faithful ones remaining, who have put me in a con- 


dition to carry you off, I have by their aſſiſtance got a 
coach ready at Zamora. I have bought mules, and 


am accompanied by three reſolute Galicians, armed 
with carabines and piſtols, who now wait for my or- 


ders at the village of Rodillas. Let us therefore, add- - 
ed he, take the advantage of Don Ambroſio's abſence: 
I will order the coach to come to the caſtle gate, and 

we will ſet out immediately. I conſented, Don Al. 
var flew to Rodillas, and returned in a ſhort time with 


his three attendants, to carry me off from the midſt 
of my women, who, not knowing what to think of this 
event, ran all away in the utmoſt conſternation: Ines 
alone was privy to it; but ſhe refuſed to attach 
her fortune to mine, becauſe ſhe was in love with one 
of Don Ambrofio's valet - de · chambre. 

I got into the coach with Don Alvar, ws no» 
thing with me but my own cloaths and ſome jewels 
which I had before my ſecond marriage; for I would 
take nothing that belonged to the Marquis. We took 
the road to the e Galicia, without * 
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whether we ſhould be ſo happy as to arrive there, hav. 
ing reaſon to fear that Don Ambroſio at his return 
would purſue with a great number of people, and overs 
take us. Nevertheleſs, we continued our journey two 
days together without any oppoſition : :e were in 


hopes that the third would paſs in the ſame manner, po 
and were diſcourfing very agreeably of this adventure, ed 
and of what happened to Don Alvar in his abſence; I 
how after he had been a ſlave five years, he had recs | 
vered his liberty, and what it was that occaſioned the de 
report of his death, when yeſterday, on the road to or 
Leon, we met thoſe thieves who were with you. He al 
is the perſon whom they killed, with all = an fo 
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8 

uin dr u. u cr usanou. . 5 
m 

CHAP. XII. ; e + MES en 

| tr 

15 5 4 3 Manner Gil Blas and the + Lal . 
vVvere enen . h I 

t 

-HEN Donna Mencia had finiſhed hh _ d 

| the ſhed a torrent of tears, while I alſo wept te 

at the ſad relation. It is very natural to be intereſted 0 
for a perſon in diſtreſs, particularly a lady. I was a+ 1 
bout to enquire what ſhe intended to do in this con- a 
juncture, and probably ſhe alſo intended to conſult me A 
on the ſame head, when a prodigious noife in the inn A 
interrupted us, and drew our attention: the reafon of W | 
this noiſe was the arrival of the corregidor, attended 1 
by two alguazils, and a guard, who came into the { 


room where we were, without any ceremony. A gen- 
tleman who was with them came up to me, and obs 
ſerving my dreſs attentively, exclaimed, By St. Jagol 
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this is one of the thieves who conceal, OO "PIP in 
this country; he has Ga n on bs has hs horſe al» 


ſos apprehend him. N 8 
This converſation 1 me S . was 


the perſon who had been robbed, and I ualuckily in 


poſſeſſion of his ſpoils, I was amazed and confound- 
ed; and my ſurpriſe made the corregidor imagine that 
I was the guilty perſon, and that it was poſſible the 
lady might be an accomplice: we were therefore or- 
dered to ſeparate priſons, This judge was not a ſtern 
one, whoſe looks affright a criminal to death; he wag: 


all tenderneſs: God knows whether he was the better 


for that. As ſoon. as IL was committed, he came to 
the priſon, attended by bis oſſicers, who, according to- 


cuſtom, plundered me. I dare ſay Ewas the beſt boo» 
ty they ever had; every time they put their hands into 


my pockets,. the piſtoles they brought out made theip 
eyes ſparkle with joy. The cortegidor. was quite 


tranſported, and. lathe. ſaid, Do not be afraid; if 


you are innocent, no harm will happen to you, we on- 
ly do our duty. With all their meekneſs, they emp- 
tied my packets, and even took from me the forty 
ducats my uncle had given me; they ſtripped me 

to the very an; to fee. if I had no+ money. con- 
1 about me. When they had thus dexterouſ- 
ly done their duty, as they expreſſed it, I was ex. 
amined by the corregidor,. whom I ingenuouſly told 
all that had happened to me: he ordered my ex- 
amination to be- taken: in writing, and then took 


_ himſelf away, with his attendants and my money, 
leaving me in the priſon "_ naked e 


ſtraw. 


When I found myſelf alone in chis camtions I ex-. 
claimed, O what is lifei how many diſappointments 
do we meet with! mine bas been a continued courſe of, 
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misfortunes, fince I left Oviedo: I no ſooner have ef 


caped one danger, but another befalls me. When 1 


came into this city, I little expected to be ſo well ac- 
quainted with the corregidor. While I was reflecting 
in this manner, I put on the fatal coat which my evil 
genius lent me, and determined to take eourage. I 


ſaid to myſelf, Come, Gil Blas, ſnew thy reſolution and 


fortitude; wilt thou deſpair in a priſon, who haſt had 
fo ſevere a tryal among thieves in a dark confinement? 
but alas, what reaſon have I to comfort myſelf, ſince 
they have deprived me of the means of making my ef- 
cape? they have taken my money, and a priſoner with 
out money is like a bird with its wings cut. 

In place of the dinner I had ordered, they dequniit 
me ſome dry bread, and a mug of water, and left me to 
my own reflections. I did not fee a human face for 


fifteen days except the jailor's, who gave me my ſpare 


diet every day. I would gladly have had a little con- 


verſation with him, but he avoided it; nay, ſometimes 
would not condeſcend to look at me. The corregi - 
dor came in on the fixteenth day, and ſaid, Young man, 


T bring thee agreeable news, thou mayeſt now rejoice; 


T have ordered the lady who was with thee, to be ſent 


to Burgos; before ſhe went, I had her examined, and 
her anſwers have acquitted thee: thou ſhalt be ſet at 
liberty this day, provided the muleteer, who, as thou 
ſayeſt, brought thee from Penafler to Cacabelos, con- 
firms what thou ſayeſt; I will ſend for him from Af- 
torga, where he now is, and if he agrees with thee in 


the affair of the torture, I will immediately e 


thee. 


It gave me great pleaſure to hear him talk in this 


manner, expecting my impriſonment was now at an 


end; I returned him thanks for his juſt and ſpeedy de- 


cifion, and had not quite finiſhed my thanks, when the 
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ef. aarrier came. in, W 2 two foldiers. . ILimmedi- 
11 ately knew him; but the villain having diſpoſed of my 
C- portmanteau, and all it contained, and being afraid of _ 
ng having to make ſatisfaction, if he confeſſed that he 
vil knew me, with amazing aſſurance declared, that he 
1 never ſaw me before. I exclaimed, Ah traitor, rather 
nd own that thou haſt ſold my effects, and tell the truth: 
ad look at me again, and recollect that I am the young 
t? man that you threatned with the torture at Cacabelos, 
ce and put into ſuch a terrour. The muleteer anſwered 
of. calmly, that I was mentioning an affair.whicht he was 
he quite ignorant of, and as he ſtill perſiſted, in denying 

| the fact, my impriſonment was continued till further 
bt enquiry was made; ſo I was obliged to conſole myſelf 
to again, and be contented with bread and watery and the 
or ſight of my old viſitor the jailor.- It was a wretched 
re thing to be there without having. committed any crimes 
n- 1 wiſhed Þ had rather remained in the cayern; it was 
es leſs diſagreeable than in the priſon, for in the cavern I 
i · was more at eaſe, and lived well with the robbers; we 
ys were metry, and I was in hopes of making . my. eſ- 
e; cape every day; inſtead of that, though I am now in- 
nt nocent, my beſt deliverance from an n be to be 
d ſent to the galleys. „ 1 ak e 416 enroute 
at LS e i 
u 1 e hl tbe * 
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ny people to N aroagh a little windows which 
enlightened my priſon, and after having looked at me, 
went away again. This ſurpriſed me, as it was not 
uſual for me to ſee any body; from this I began to 
imagine that my ſtory made ſome noiſe in town, but 
1 not know whether to think it a good or bad ſign. 
One of the people who came to ſee me I knew to 
be the little ballad-ſinger of Mondonedo, who had been 
equally with me afraid of the rack, and fled to avoid 
itz, we immediately knew each other, and fell into a 5 
diſcourſe; I told him all my adventures, and he enter- 
tained me with what had paſſed at the inn at Cacabe - 
los between the carrier and the new married wife, after 
we had been driven away in a fright; in ſhort, he told 
me every thing I have related, and at parting promiſed 
that he would immediately ſet about getting my delive- 
rance. Then every perſon who came to my little win 
dow after the ballad-finger promiſed to join him, being 
affected with my misfortunes; they ſaid they ws 
ae to ſet me at liberty. | 
Accordingly they kept their promiſe; onjd poke: va : 
the corregidor in my behalf. After he heard the bal 
Jad-finger tell him all the affair, he no longer doubted 
my innocence;. he came in three weeks to my priſon, 
and ſaid, Gil Blas, I will no longer keep thee in pain, 
thou mayeſt go where thou pleaſeſt; but tell me, if we 
were to ſend ſome people with thee to the wood where 
the ſubterranean retreat is, couldſt thou find it out? 1 
0 replied, that I could not poſſibly diſcover the ſpot, as 
went in the night, and came out before it was light. 
Then the corregidor left me, ſaying, he would order the 
priſon doors to be opened for me to go. , Soon aſter 
the jailor and his turnkey came, and took off the cloaths 
J had on, thinking them better than their own, put an 
old footman's frock on me and turned me out. M 
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ſhame at the dreſs I was in lefleried the 5 joy which x br 
* generally bave when ſet at liberty.” : 
| Thada great inclination to leave the town direQy; 
to avoid being looked at, which I could not bear; bit 
I could not be ſo ungrateful as to go withoyt taking 
leave of the ballad · ſinger, and giving him thanks for his 
favours, When he ſaw me, he could not refrain from 
ſmiling at the appearance I made. You have fared 
very poorly, ſaid he, in the hands of Juſtice. I do not 
reflect againft juſtice, Lreplied, ſhe: is equitable; Lon- 
ly with her officers were alſo juſt: they certainly ſhould 
have left me my cloaths, I think my money was ſufh- 
cient. I would have thought ſo too, replied the quirif- 
ter, but they tell you theſe things muſt be done; and 
how do they do this duty of theirs? do you imagine 
that your horſe is given back to the perſon to whom it 
belonged? J aſſure you he is not, he is at preſeut in 
the town elerk's ſtable, and I dare ſay the poor m 
will not get ſo much as the crupper again. But w 
have ſaid enough of this; tell me what you are of 
to do. I intend to go to Burgos, anſwered I, and ſee 
if I can find the lady whom I delivered from the rob- 
bers, perhaps ſhe: will give me a little money to buy a 
new caſſock, and then I ſhall go to Salamanca, Where 1 
will endeavour to make ſomething of my Latin: my 
greateſt concern is, that I am at a diſtance from Bur- 
gos, and have nothing to ſupport me on the road. I 
underſtand you, ſaid my friend, my purſe is very low, 
but it is at your ſervice as it is; and he geiiteelly gave 
it to me. I was as thankful as if he had given me a 
conſiderable ſum, and promiſed him, if ever I had it in 
my power, I would do him a ſervice, and ſo took leave 
of him. I did not go to ſee any other perſon who had 
alſiſted me, I only returned them * in 8 own 
mind. | 
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I found my friend's purſe low, but happily I had 
been accuſtomed to a very frugal diet-for the laſt tw 
months, elſe I could not have made it ſerve mez 1 
huſbanded it fo well, that when LIcame to Ponte deMula; 
which is but a ſmall diſtance from Burgos, I had ſome 
reals left. Here I ſtopped to make ſome enquiry af 
ter Donna Mencia, and going to an inn, I was accoſted 


by the landlady, a diſagreeable infolent woman. I ſoon 
diſcovered that ſhe was not fond of my appearance; 4 - 


paid no attention to her, but called for ſome bread and 
cheeſe. They alſo brought me ſome very bad wine. 
I was deſirous to converſe with my landlady: while 1 
was eating, I enquired of her if the knew the Marquis 
of Guardia; if his ſeat was near; and what ſhe knew 
of the Marchioneſs his lady? She faid with a fcornful 
air, that I was very inquiſitive, and tald me in a rude 
manner, that Don Ambroſio's houſe was but a 3 
from Ponte Mula.- e 

When I had ſupped as dh as 1 could afford; 1 
grew late, and I defired to be ſhewn to my chamber. 


You a chamber! faid the landlady ſcornfully: I have 


none for people who ſup on bread and cheeſe. * My 
beds are all taken up; I expect people of conſequenee 
to ſup here to-night: You may ſleep in the barn, if you 


chuſe; I ſuppoſe it is not the firſt time. What ſhe 


ſaid was very true. I made no reply, but calmly went 
to the barn, where I ſlept as ſound as a * who is 


""—_ fatigued. 4 | 45 
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WAS not late of riſing next morning, Nr went 
to pay my hoſteſs her bill; and ſhe ſeemed more 
complaiſant than ſhe was the night before. This alte 
ration in her behaviour I aſcribed to the company of 
three ſoldiers who belonged to the holy brotherhood; 
they had been at the inn all night, and ſeemed to con- 
verſe very familiarly with her: and theſe were undonb« 
tedly the people of conſequence for whom the beds 
were beſpoke. When I came into the village, I en- 
quired the way to Don Ambroſio's caſtle. I accidents 
tally met with ſuch a man as my landlord at Penafler, 
who did not only inform me of the road to the caſtle, | 
" but alſo told me, that Don Ambrofio died three weeks 
ve ſince, and that his wife the Marchioneſs had retired in- 
ly to a convent at Burgos; ſo inſtead of taking the way 
ee to the caſtle as I intended, I went with all the expedi- 
Ou 
he 
nt 


tion I could to the con vent where Donna Meneia lived. 
I defired the door-keeper to inform her that a young 
man juſt come from the priſon of Aſtorga deſired to 
1 ſee her. She was immediately informed, and the door- 

4 keeper returning, ſhewed me into a room, where I did 
not wait long before Don Ambroſio's widow made 
her appearance at the grate, in deep mourning. You 
are welcome, faid the lady, it is but four days fince F 

wrote to Aſtorga to a perſon there, to defire you to 
come here as ſoon as you were at liberty. I made no : i 
doubt but you would ſoon be releaſed, as 1 faid all 1 I 
could in your behalf to the corregidor. I received for 
anſwer, that you were out of priſon, but they did not 
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know where you wete gone. I I was afraid I: ſhould not 


have the pleaſure of ſeeing you, to-expreſs my gratitude, 
Do not be aſhamed, ſaid ſhe, obſerving I was out of 
countenance at making ſo mean an appearance, o 


need not be uneaſy, on account of that wretched dreſs, 
I ſhould be the molt ungrateful perſon in the world, 


if I did not do fomething for you, after being ſo much 
obliged to you. I will deliver you from the miſerable 
ſtate you are in: I am now in a ſituation "oy of 


doing it, without any inconveniency to myſelf, - 

. You know, added ſhe, my hiſtory till the time of 
our impriſonment, and I will now inform you of what 
has happened to me ſince that time- When was 


conducted by the corregidor's people to Burgos from 


Aſtorga, and after I had given a faithful account of my 
life, I went to Don Ambrofio's caſtle, My return 
amazed them greatly; I was informed that I came 
too late, for the Marquis, afflicted at my fright, had 


fallen ſick, and his life was deſpaired of by his phyſi» 


cians. This was a freſh cauſe for me to complain of 


my hard fortune; however, I deſired that notiee might 


be given of my arrival, which they did; then T went 
to his bed - ſide with tears in my eyes, mad my heart 
oppreſſed with grief: as ſoon. as he perceived me, he 
exclaimed, What has brought you here? Is it not e- 
nough that you are the cauſe of my death, but you 
mult alſo be witneſs of it? I replied, No, my Lord, 


Ines ſhould have told you, that I went with my firſt 


huſband, and you would never have ſeen me again, had 
not a dreadful accident happened to us. I acquainted 


him that Don Alvar bad been killed by the robbers, 


and I afterwards was taken to a habitation under 
ground. I informed him of all that had happens 
ed to me there, and fince that time. When 1 was 


done ſpeaking, Don Ambroſio put out his hand, and 
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fid, with the greateſt tenderneſs; It is enough, I ſhall 
complain no more: I cannot blame you for going with 


2 huſband whom you loved tenderly; Ty wonldy not 


allow you to be purſued: I reflected on the ſacred 
rights of your raviſher, and alſo your inelination for 


him. In ſhort, I did you juſtice, and you have recal- 


led my affections by your return. Indeed, my dear 


Mencia, your preſence gives me great pleaſure, but it 
will not be laſting; I find my laſt moments approach- 


ing: you are ſcarcely returned to my arms, but I muſt. 
bid you an everlaſting farewell. Theſe affecting ex» 


preſſions made my tears flow abundantly, and my af- 


fliction was inexpreſſible. I even wept aloud; and 1 
do not know whether the death of my adored Don Al 


var gave me greater concern. Don Ambroſio's pre» 
ſage of his death was not a falſe one, for he expired 
the next day, and left me miſtreſs of the large eſtate 


he ſettied upon me at marriage, which 1 ſhall not make 
a a bad uſe of: and though I am but a young woman, 


the world ſhall not ſee me in the poſſeſſion of a third 


huſband, Nor do I think it would be delicate to mar- 
ry thrice. I have taken a reſolution to finiſh my days 
in a convent, and become a benefactreſs there. png 
When Donna Mencia had finiſhed this converſas 
tion, ſhe pulled out a purſe, and gave it to me, telling 
me, that it contained a hundred ducats, which the . 
gave me to purchaſe cloaths, and after I had done ſo, 
to come and ſee her again, as that would not be the 


whole of her gratitude. I returned the lady a thouſand 
thanks, and declared I would not leave Burgos with 
out ſeeing her. After this promife, which F had "tid 
intention to break, I went in'fearch of an inm and en- 


tered the firſt came to. I aſked for a room, and te 
prevent the landlord from having a bad opinion of me _ 
from the appearance I made, I told him I could very 
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well afford to pay for my lodging. Upon which Mas 


juelo, which was my landlord's name, viewed me atteny 


tively, and being a wag, replied, that he had no need 


of this aſſurance, to know that I would ſpend genteelly 


in his houfe; that be ſaw ſomething noble in me, not- 


withſtanding my diſadvantageous drefs, and made no 
doubt of my being a- gentleman of fortune. I ſaw the 
rogue rallied me, and to put an end to his jeſting, J 


mewed him my purſe, and laid my hundred ducats on 


the table. I perceived that the fight of it gave him a 
more favourable opinion of me. I deſired he would 
recommend 2 tailor to me; he adviſed me to have g 
broker, who could ſerve me with all ſorts of cloaths 
inſtantly. I approved of his advice, and determined 
to follow it; but as it grew late, I deferred it till next 
morning, and ordered ſupper immediately, to make up 
for the bad diving) L bad lately had ee the 
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CHAP. XV. 1 . 


Of Gil Blas's Des. An Hott of a ſecond Preſent 
en the Lach, es in 1 e, be left in; 


1HE waiters os me in alan Gian of | 
ſheeps trotters to my ſupper, which Iimmediate | 
1 1 and having drank plentifully, I went to 


bed, where I expected a ſound repoſe, as I had a goos 


bed, but really could not cloſe my eyes, having my 


thoughts ſo much taken up with the dreſs L was 60 


chuſe, I did not know what to determine upon 


ſometimes I was for ſollowing my firſt intention of 
Purchaſing a * and going to Salamanca, onde 
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for the morning, I aroſe. as ſoon as it was light, and 
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with gold. 
- obſerved, and commended my choice. 
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hit orders; but che world prevailed at laſt, and { 
determined to make my fortune in itz for which pur» 


poſe I put on m {words and W e like a Holly | 


tleman. 


Having oddly this uit. 1 W impatiently 


made ſuch a noiſe, that I awaked all about me; 1 


called up the waiters, who curſed me for it; they how» - 


ever were obliged to get up, and I inſiſted upon their 
bringing me a broker, which was immediately done; he 
was attended by two of his apprentices, each of wham 
carried a green bag. The broker accoſted me very 
civilly, ſaying, Signior, you were very lucky in applys 
ing to me; not that I would undervalue my brethren 
in trade, or hurt their reputation in the leaſt, but, quiet» 
ly, there is none of them bave any conſcience; they 
are like Jews: I am the only honeſt broker. I am {@ 
tisfied with a reaſonable profit. A ſhilling. in the 
pound is all I defire: thank God, I love to deal d. 
ly with every body 

After all this 3 3 1 3 * 5 3 
dered the bundles to be opened, and was hows ſuits 
of different colours, and ſome plain ones; but I re: 


jected the latter with diſdain, thinking them tos 


mean. I was at laſt prevailed on to try a ſuit which 


appeared to fit me, though it had been wore a little 


but it took my fancy; it was a doublets with a cloak 
and pair of breeches, all of blue velvet, embroidered 
This took my fancy, which the broker 
I enquired: the 
price of it. The broker cried, Upon my honour, you 
underſtand theſe things; I afſure you this ſuit was made 
for one of the greateſt lords of this kingdom, who did 
not wear it above three times. View the velvet, no- 


thing can be finer, and the embroidery; is delightfully 
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? done. What is the price? ſaid I. He anfewered; vs 
ty ducats: as T am an honeſt man, 1 have refuſed that 
ſum. I told him F would give him forty five, which 
T looked upon as double the value. Signior, replied 
the broker with an air of indifference, I never aſk too 
_ = much, I am always at a word. Obſerve ſome of thele 
10 ſuits, pointing to thoſe which I had objected, I will fell 
| them to youconſiderably cheaper. This was only to make 
me more deſirous to have the one 1 had choſen, and it 
had the defired effect, for I immediately told him down 
fixty ducats. And I believe, in ſpite of his pretended 
| honeſty, he wiſhed he had aſked more, when he found 
jj 4 I was ſo eafily brought to pay this; however, he was 
„ pretty well fatisfied with his proſits, and took his leave 
1 with his apprentices, whom 1 have not yet forgotten; 
= As I had now got a genteel ſuit of cloaths, I ſpent 
Boll, the remainder of the morning in providing other ne- 
HER eeſſaries; I purchaſed linnen, ſtockings, ſhoes, hat, and 
11 ſword; and after having dreſſed myſelf, I was infinite 
wn ly pleaſed; I was never tired of admiring myſelf; in 
1 ſhort, no peacock ever took more pleaſure in admiring 
his feathers. I went the ſame day to Donna Menciay 
to pay her a ſecond viſit, who received me as graciouſly 
as before, and again returned me thanks for the ſer- 
vice I had done her, and many compliments paſſed on 
both ſides; after which, ſhe' gave mea ring, which was 
worth about thirty piſteles, defiring me to keep it for 
her ſake. She then wiſhed me all happineſs, and withs 
drew. Fhis prefent rather diſappointed me, as F ex 
peCted ſomething more conſiderable; E returned to my 
lodging very thought ful, and juſt as F entered my lod- 
ing, a man following me, opened his cloak, and dif- 
covered a large bag, that appeared like a bag of moneys 
which I devoured with my eyes, as likewiſe did all 
preſent. 1 thought the man * when be 
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and found it contained a thouſand ducats, 
had done counting them my landlord, who hand | 
what the meſſenger ſaid to me, came in to ſee what 


upon the table: I made ſeveral profound bows to the 


bearer, whomlT confounded withmy oivilities; and as ſoon; 
25 he left my ledging, I flew at the bag of money like 


a hawk upon his prey, carried it to my room, opened jo : 
Juſt as'T 


was in the bag. Amazed at ſeeing} ſo much money 
upon the table, Zounds! he exclaimed, what a large 
ſum of money is here! you muſt know very well how 
to pleaſe the women; you have been only twenty-four 
hours m Burgos, and „ have marchioneſſes under 


corte 


I was not diſpleaſed with 4A n 1 bad 
an inclination to leave Majuelo in his miſtake, T7 
gave me a ſeoret pleaſure, I am not ſurpriſed t 
young men like to be thought in the good graces of the 
ladies. But my innocence; was greater than my va» 
nity; 1 informed 1 my landlord of the truth, and ac- 
quainted him with the ſtory of Donna Mencia to which 
he gave great attention. I aſked his advice in my pre- 
ſent fituation, as he appeared to be my friend. Hays. 
ing conſidered a while, he replied, Signior Gil Blas, I 
have a reſpeQ for you, and as. you put ſo much confi- 


dence in me as to conſult me in your affairs, I will 


tell you fincerely what I think will be moſt for your in» 
tereſt. You ſeem by nature intended for the court; 
I would have you repair thither, and get into the ſer- 
vice of ſome great lord, and gain his confidence either 


in his jintereſts or pleaſures. If you do not do this, 


you loſe, your time. I know people of quality very 
well; they pay no reſpe& to the zeal and attachment 
ofan honeſt man; they. only eſteem. 150 AS, ACE nieht 5 
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kid, Signior Gil Blas, here is a preſent the Ot Mar- 
chioneſs bas ſent you, at the ſame time laying the bag 
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eo-them, You bave likewiſe another reſource; you 
are young and handſome, which, though you had no Wl + 
wit, is ſufficient to gain ſome rich widow, or handſome ; 
young woman, who is unhappily married. Though 
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1 love often ruins men of fortune, it makes thoſe who | p 
wil have none. I would therefore adviſe you to us A 
F 1 Madrid; but by all means have attendarits: for people p 
it li | are looked upon according to the appearance they nal 14 
„ I will recommend a faithful domeſtic to you, who is 5 
1 one of my own breeding. Purchaſe two mules, one h 
1 for yourſelf and another for him, and depart with all 
| expedition. His advice was very agreeable to my own t 
1 tta,ſte; and I therefore next day purchaſed a couple of r 
1 handſome mules, and hired the domeſtic he had re- 2 
. commen des: be was a man of about thirty years ofage, 2 
0 { ; and. Frared a plain honeſt fellow. He told me he 1 
| i AIs a native of Galicia, and his name Ambroſio de ſ 
il Lamela: he did not appear covetous, he made no'dif- j 
„ putes about bis wages, but would take whatever 1 f 
114 6 thought proper. Having provided a portmanteau, and f 
. boots, I paid off my landlord, and fee | out from Burgos 
[ to Madrid very carly next morning. + { 
| 
o o o οοο | 
| 
CHAP. XVI. | 


Shewing that we idle not to think ourſelves too 2 
of ale pres of 


H E firſt night we ſlept at 8 and hs: i. 

cond day about four o'clock arrived at Vallado- 

lid. We went to an inn which appeared to be the belt 
in the town. I left the care of my mules to my va- 
let, and retired to my chamber, ordering one of it 


cure 


. 
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dress to ae my portmanteau. Finding mipfelf | 
fatigued, I threw myſelf upon the bed, and fell afleep 


inſenfibly with my boots on: it was near midnight be- 
fore I awoke, when T called for Ambroſio, who 1 found 
was gone out; but he ſoon returned. I called him t 
an account where he had been, and he replied, with a 
pious countenance, at church, to return thanks to God 
for having preſerved us from all bad accidents on our 
journey. T approved of what he had done, and'defired 
him to order a fowl to be made ready for my fupper. 
While I was ſpeaking,. my landlord came in with a 
taper in his hand, lighting a lady, who appeared to' be 
more handſome than young; ſhe was elegantly dreſſed, 
and her train was born by a black boy. She made me 
a low courteſy, and enquired, as if by chance, whether 
I was not Gil Blas of Santillane? to which 1 ay no 
ſooner replied, yes, than ſhe left her attendant, } 
joyfully embraced me, which ſurpriſed me a god 
Heaven, cried fhe, what a happy meeting! you are we 
perſon I was in fearch of. This reminded me of the 
paraſite of Penafler, and was ready to think the was 
ſuch another perſon; but I was ſoon induced to think 
more favourably of her, when ſhe ſaid, I am couſin-gers 
man to Donna Mencia of Moſquera, who has been ſo 
much obliged to you; I had a letter from her this mor- 
ning, wherein ſhe mentioned your going 'to Madrid, 


and begged I would treat you genteelly if you paſſed 


this way. I have been engaged theſe two hours in 


running up and down the city, making enquiry from 
inn to inn concerning all ſtrangers that arrived, ane 


when the landlord here deſcribed you, I ſuppoſed you 
were the perſon who had delivered my couſin. Now 
when I have met with you, I will let you ſee how ſen- 
ſible I am of the ſervices you have done my family, 
particularly my dear couſin, I beg you will go to my 
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| houſe immediately * you may be more conveniently 
lodged there than at an inn, I would gladly have en: 


cuſed myſelf by repreſenting to the lady that it would 
be incommoding her family; but in ſhort ſhe would 
A coach waited at the door; ſhe was 
ſo obliging as to ſee my portmanteau taken care of her- 
ſelf, as ſhe ſaid there were many. villains in Valladolid; 
which I found too true. In ſhort, I went with her and 
her valet into the coach, which mortified my landlord, 
he being diſappointed. of the en he pete 1 
would ſpend in his houſe, 

Our coach having gone through 8 Reste * 
ood at a pretty large houſe. We were ſhewn into a 
genteel room, illuminated with thirty wax Candles, 


Several ſervants were waiting, of whom the lady enquir. 
ed, whether Don Raphael was yet arrived? they an- 
_- Twered, no. She then told me ſhe expected her brother 
| from the villa they had near the town that evening, 


who would be agreeably ſurpriſed to find at his houſe 
a man who had done ſo much for the family. 
ſhe was faying this, we heard a noiſe below, which we 
found was occaſioned by the-arrival of Don Raphael, 
who ſoon made his appearance. He was a genteel 
young man, of a polite addreſs. Brother, ſaid the las 
dy, I am glad you are come; you will help me to en- 
tertain Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, to whom wean» 
not be too grateful for his ſervices" to our. relation Don» 
na Mencia. There, ſaid ſhe, giving him a letter, you 
may read what ſhe has written me. Don Rapheal read 
aloud as follows. | 1 


— — 
" TIER 


While | 


c 
0 


e r 6 11. 11 -. i * 
DEA CAMILLA, | 
IGNIOR Gil Blas, who a my | life and ho- 
\ 3 nour, has ſet out for court, and will undoubtedly 
paſs through Valladolid: I intreat you, by our rela» 
tionſhip, as well as friendſhip, to ſhew him all imagin- 
able civilities, and keep | him ſome time at t your houſe, 
At Burgos. 


Tour aſſectionate couſin, 
Donna MENCia. 


How! exclaimed Don Raphael, when he had "FOR 


. 

2 reading the letter, and is this the perſon to whom my 
9 couſin is indebted for her life and honour? Heaven 
les. | | 


be praited for this happy meeting. Saying this, he ad- 


uir. vanced, and claſping me in his arms, What pleaſure 
"ns it gives me to embrace Signior Gil Blas of Santillane ! 


My ccuſin the Marchioneſs did not need to lay ſuch 
8s injunctions upon us: ſhe needed only to hint that you 
W vere to paſs this way; my ſiſter and I know our duty 


hile very well, and would behave genteelly to a perſon who 
= has done ſo much ſervice to the family, I made the 
el; 


beſt reply I could to theſe compliments paid to me, 
tee! N were followed by more of the ſame nature, 1 

BY |termixed with a hundred careſſes. After which they 
called a ſervant to take off my Toots; obſerving I had 


| them on (till. | 5 
wa We retired into another room, where the cloth was 
= laid for ſupper, to which we all fat down, and their 


tive as before. I never ſpoke but they complimen- 

ted me upon what I ſaid, and were very aſſiduous in 

helping me out of every diſh at table. Don Raphae! 

frequently drank Donna Mencia's health, T did the 

lame, and I perceived that Camilla gave me ſome ſig- 

nificant looks ſometimes; I likewiſe obſerved that ſhe 
Vo. I. D 


* 


converſation and behaviour was as obliging and atten- 
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took opportunities of doing it when her brother would 
not perceive her. This was ſufficient to make me i- 
magine that T had captivated the lady, and 1 flattered | 
myſelf chat it might be for my advantage, while 1 ſtay» | 
ed.at Valladolid. "Theſe hopes made me readily com- 
_ ply with making my ſtay there longer. They retur- 
ned me thanks for my complaiſance, and the pleaſure 
which Camilla ſhewed on the occaſion, made me con · 
elude that ſhe ſaw ſomething amiable in me. 

Don Raphael ſeeing that I had determined to ſtay 
ſome time with him, propoſed to take me to his caſtle, 
He gave me a magnificent deſcription of it, and ſpoke 
of the pleaſures he pretended we ſhould find there. 
Sometimes, ſays he, we go a hunting, ſometimes afiſh- 
ing; and if you are fond of walking, we have fine 
woods and delightful gardens; beſides, we ſhall have 
good company; I hope you will not be wearied there. 
T accepted of his propoſal, and it was reſolved that we 
ſhould go the very next day to this delightful caſtle of 
his. We roſe from table after having formed fo a- 
greeable a deſign, and Don Raphael appeared tranſpor- 
cd with joy, and embracing me, ſaid, Signior Gil 
Blas, I leave you with my ſiſter; I am going this in- 
ſtant to give the neceflary orders, and invite thoſe peo- 
whom I deſign ſhall be of the party. At theſe words 
he went out of the room, and I continued in conver- 
ſation with his ſiſter, who did not contradict by ber 

diſcourſe the ſweet glances the bad thrown on me; 
ſhe took me by the hand, and looking ar my ring, faid, 
You kave a pretty diamond enough, but it is a (mall 
one: Are you acquainted with ſtones? I anſwered, No. 
J am ſorry for it, ſays ſhe, for you might have told me 
what this is worth. At theſe words ſhe let me ſee 2 
large ruby which ſhe had on her finger, and whilſt l 
was viewing it, added, One of my uncles, wy _ 


wa c 


* 
ao aa «% 


lay on the table, and my ruby inſpired. 


— 


rr Hr n 


governor of the Philippine iſlands, beengte to the 


Spaniards, gave me this ruby. The jewellers of Val- 


' Jadolid value it at three hundred piſtoles, I believe it, 


ſays I, I think it is a very fine one. LI will exchange 
with you, replies ſhe, ſince you like it. Immediately 
ſhe took off my ring, and put her own on my little fin- 
ger! After this exchange, which I thought a very gal- 
lant way of making a preſent, ſhe ſqueezed my hand, 
and looked tenderly on me,, then all on a ſudden ab- 
ruptly ſtarted from me, wiſhing me good might, and 


retired quite confuſed, as if ſhe had been aſhamed 25 


diſcovering her ſentiments to me. 


Although I was a novice in gallantry, I 
that her going away in ſuch a kurcy was in my favour; 
and thought that I would ſpend my time very agreea- 


bly in the country, Full of this flattering fancy, and 


the brilliant condition of my affairs, I locked myſelf | 
in the chamber where I was to lie, after having told | 


my ſervant to come and awake me early in the mor- 
ning. In place of going to reſt, I abandoned myſelf 


to the agreeable reffections which my portmanteau, that 
Thank hea- 


bd 


ven, ſaid I to myſelf, if I have been unfortunate, I am 


not ſo now, A thouſand ducats on one fide, on che 
other a ring worth three hundred piſtoles; theſe will 
| Majuelo, I ſee, has not flatter- 


laſt me a good while. 
ed me: I ſhall inflame a thouſand ladies at Madrid, 


ſince Camilla has been ſo eaſy a conqueſt for me. 
That generous lady's favours preſented themſelves to 
my imagination with all their charms, and I taſted be- 


fore hand the diverſions which Don Raphael had pre- 
pared for us at his caſtle. Nevertheleſs, amongſt ſo 


many pleaſing images, ſleep atlaſtovertook me, and bo 


day was pretty well ſpent when I awoke. . 
was ſurpriſed at not ſeeing my ſervant appears af.” 
22 - 2 
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ter the widen he received from me. Ainbrofe,-fays 1 


to myſelf, my faithful Ambroſe is either at church, or 


very lazy to-day. But this good opinion of him did 
not continue long; I foon conceived one much worſe; 


for getting up, and not ſeeing my portmanteau, I ſuſ- 


pected him of having robbed me in the night. 4 
clear up my ſuſpicion, I opened my chamber door, a 
called the hypocrite ſeveral* times. Upon * an 
old man hearing me, came and ſaid, What do you 
want, Signior? All your people went from my houſe 
before day. How! From your houſe, ſays I; am not 
I in Don Raphael's houſe? I do not know that there 
is ſuch a man, ſays he, you are in furniſhed lodgings, 
and I am the landlord. Yeſterday evening, an hour 
before you came here, the lady who ſupped with you 
came and took this apartment for a great lord, 
who travelled incog. and the even ane the 


payment for them. 


This was enough for me. I gucke the cbitpbten 
of Don Raphael and Camilla, and that my ſervant 
having made himſelf perfectly acquainted with my af. 
fairs, had ſold me to theſe cheats. In place of imput- 
ing this ſad incident to myſelf, and thinking that it 
would-not have happened to me, if I had not been ſo 


fooliſn as to have diſcovered myſelf unneceſſarily to 


Majuelo, I gave innocent fortune all the blame, and 
curſed my ſtars a hundred times. The maſter of the 


houſe, to whom I related the adventure, which very 
likely he knew as well as I did, appeared ſenſible of 


my grief. He pitied me, and ſaid he was very ſorry 
that ſuch an affair had happened in his houſe: but! 


believe, that notwithſtanding his demonſtrations; he 


was no leſs concerned in the trick than my landlotd at 


Burgos, to whom LI aſcribed the honour of the i. inven- 
tion. 
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What Gil Blas did after. the Affair of the deo fil. 
| ed . a 


FTER I had heartily deplored my misfortune, 
I reflected, that in place of yielding to ſorrow, 
I ſhould rather animate myſelf againſt miſchance. I 
took heart, and ſaid to myſelf, while Þ was dreſſing, It 
is well that the raſcals have not carried off my cloathgy © 
and ſome ducats which are yet in my purſe. I gave 
them credit for this piece of diſcretion; tbey had even 
been generous enough to leave me my boots, which 1 
gave to my landlord for one half of what they colt me? 
In ſhort, I left the houſe, without bidding adieu to 
any body, having no occaſion for any one to carry my 
baggage. The firſt thing I did, was to go and fee if _ 
my mules were in the inn where I left them the pre- 
ceeding day, I guefſed that Ambroſe had not left 
them there, and I wiſh to God that I had always jud - 
ged as rightly of him. I was informed that he had 
taken care to remove them that evening. Therefore 
expecting that I would never ſee either them or my 
portmanteau again, I walked in a melancholy manner 
in the ſtreets, thinking what I ſhould do. I Was temp- 
ted to return to Burgos to have recourſe again to 
Donna Mencia; but conſidering that this would be a- 
buſing this lady's goodneſs, and that I ſhould paſs for” 
a fool, I gave over that intention. Iſwore that Iwould 
be upon my guard againſt women for the time to come, 
and would not truſt even the chaſte Suſannah. 1 | 
frequently threw my eyes upon the ring, and when I 
5 3 | by 
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conſidered: that it was a preſent of Camilla's, I bebe 


and ſaid to myſelf, it certainly is no ruby, but I am 
acquainted with people who deal in them. I do not 
think that it is neceſſary ſor me to go to a jeweller to 
be perſuaded that I am a fool. 

However, I was willing to know the value of my 
ring, and ſhewed it to-a lapidary, who rated it at three 
ducats. At this eſtimation though-I was not amazed 
at it, I gave the governor of the Philippine iſlands 
niece to the devil. As I came out of the lapidary's 
bouſe, I met with a young man, who ſtopt to, view me. 


| I' did not recolle& him at firſt, although I had been | 
well acquainted with him formerly. How! Gil Blas, 


ſays he to me, do you feign to be ignorant who I am? 


Have two years altered ſo much the ſon of barber Nun. 


ncz, that you know not who I am? Do not you re- 


member Fabricio, your countryman and ſchool-fel- _ 


low, with whom you have ſo often diſputed at the houſe 


of Doctor Godinez, of univerſan and nnn * ; 


grees? | 

Beſore he had done ſpeaking, I recollected him, and 
with a deal of joy embraced him. My dear friend, 
continued he, I am glad to ſee thee: I cannot 1 
the joy which I feel. But, continues he, with an air 
of ſurprize, How comes it that you are dreſſed like a 


prince? a fine ſword, ſilk flockings, an embroidered 


coat, and a velvet cloak? You muſt certainly have had 


great luck; I will hold a wager that ſome liberal old 
lady has given thee part of her fortune. Thou art 


deceived, ſays I, my affairs are not in ſo good a con- 


dition as thou thinkeſt. That ſham will not take, ſays”. 
he; you pretend to be diſcreet. Monſieur Gil Blas, 
ſays he, tell me, if you pleaſe, where you got that fine 


ring which you have on your wk I n it from an 


wy 282 


my 
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arrant jade, dear Fabricio, who, inſtead of enriching 


me with her favours, has made me a ridiculous dupe. 


I uttered theſe laſt words in ſueh a forrowful man- 
ner, that Fabricio plainly ſaw, that they had put ſome 
trick on me, and urged me to inform him, why I com- 
plained ſo of the fair ſex. Without any more to do, 
I ſatisfied his curioſity; but the Rory being long, and 
I not chuſing to part with him fo ſoon, we went in ⸗ 


to a public houſe, that we might be the more commo- 


dious. There we breakfaſted, and I related to him e- 
very thing which had happened to me ſince my depar- 8 
ture from Oviedo. My adventures ſeemed odd enough 

to him, and after having teſtified to me, that he very - 
much ſympathized with me in my preſent ſad condi- 
tion, he ſaid, My child, we muſt comfort ourſelves for 
all the misfortunes of life. When a man of ſenſe is 
in trouble, he warts: patiently. for a more lucky time, 


A man, as Cicero ſays, ſhould never ſuffer himſelf to 


be ſo much dejected, as to forget that he is a man. 
For my part, I am of. that character, my misfortunes- . 
have not oppreſſed me. Iam always above misfortunes. 

For example, I loved a girl of family at Oviedo, who 
had a regard for me; I aſked her father's conſent, and 
he refuſed me. On ſuch an occaſion, any other man 
would have died with grief; (admire the force of my 


genius) I run away with the dear creature. She was 
lively, blunt, and a. coquet, and of conſequence 7 


pleaſure always determined her to the detriment of du» 
ty. IL travelled fix months with her up and down the 
kingdom of Galicia, from whence, as I had given her 
2 taſte for travelling, ſhe would needs go to Portugal, 
and take a new companion with her. Here was ano- 
ther ſubject of deſpair; but I did not yet fink under the 
weight of this new misfortune, and, wiſer than Mene- 
laus, inſtead of taking arms againſt the Paris who had 
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ſtole my Helen, I was glad that he had taken a plague 
from me, which I wanted to be rid off. After this, 
not caring to return again to the Aſturias, that I 

might ſhun all diſeuſhon with juſtice, I proceeded to 


the kingdom of Leon, ſpending as I went along the 


money I had left of what I had brought off with my 
pretty girl, for we had both of us a good deal when 


we left Oviedo. I had but a ſingle ducat left, when. 


T arrived at Palencia, which I was obliged to change 


for a pair of ſhoes: the remainder of it could not laſt. 


long: My ſituation became very perplexing, I begun 
already to have a very ſcanty diet: there was no time 
to be loſt. I therefore determined to go to ſervice; 


and hired myſelf with a wholeſale linen-draper, whoſe 
ſon was a great libertine. I found here an aſylum a- 


gainſt hunger, and at the ſame time a great embarraſs 


ment. The father ordered me to be a ſpy upon his 


ſon; the ſon begged of me to help him to cheat his fa- 


ther. What ſhould I do? Why truly I preferred the 


ſon's deſire to. the father's command, and this pre- 
ference coſt me my leave. I entered afterwards into 
the ſervice of an old painter, who through friendſhip 


taught me his art, but in teaching me almoſt ſtarved 


me to death, which gave me a diſguſt againſt painting 
and Palencia. After this I came to Valladolid, and 
by great good luck, got into the family of one of the 
directors of the hoſpital, Where I now live, and am very 
well pleaſed with my place. My maſter, Signior Ma- 
nuel Ordonaez, is a very pious man; he walks always 


with his eyes fixed upon the ground, with a great ro- 
ſary in his hand. It is ſaid that from his infancy, he 


has had nothing in view, but relieving the poor, and 


has attached himſelf to them with an unwearied zeal. 


His cares alſo have not been without a reward; every 
thing that he does meets with ſucceſs. What a ble 


or 12 2448. 7 


For it is, that by: managing the ogg g ones he *. 


made himſelf ric! 
When Fabricio had radi: his ducks; I ad w 


him, I am very glad that thou art content with thy 
lot; but betwixt us two, methinks you may play a2 
more agreeable part in the world. Theu art wrong, 


Gil Blas, anſwered he, there is no fituation more a- 


greeable than mine to a man of my humour. To be 


a lacquey is troubleſome, I own, to ſome men, buta lad 
of ſpirit will find it full of pleaſures. A. ſuperior ge- 
nius that goes to ſervice, never does his * ſo wow... 


as one of us merry fellows. 


We enter into a family to ee es n , 
ſerve: we. begin with ſtudying our maſter well, ſuit: 
ourſelves to his foibles, gain his confidence, re lead 
him where we chuſe. I have conducted myſelf thus 
with my ſteward. I perceived immediately that he 
wanted to paſs for a ſaint, and feigned to be his dupe; 
that coſt nothing. I did more, I copied after him, and 
acted the ſame part before him, that he did before o- 
thers. I deceived the deceiver, and became by de- 
grees his factotum. T hope that I ſhall be able ſome 


day or other under his auſpices, ta acquire the care ß 4 F 1 


the poor alſo. I will perhaps make my fortune e 


for 1 find J have the ſame itch for riches as he has. 


My dear Fabriciv, ſays I, theſe are fine hopes, and I” 
compliment thee upon them: and for my-own part, Ewill: 
return to my firſt intention. I am going to turn my em 
broidered coat intoa caſſock, repair to Salamanca, liſt my 
ſelf under the banner of the univerſity; and perform the 


office of a tutor. A pretty project! cries Fabricio; an 


agreeable fancy! wouldſt thou be ſo fooliſn at thy age 
as to turn pedant! ? Silly man! Doſt thou know: what 
thou art going to do? As ſoon as thou art n there, 
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all the college will obſerve; thee, and all thy «tion, 
J will be ſcrupulouſly examined: thou wilt be under 
8 - continual ' conſtraint, muſt act the part of a hypocrite, 
v1 and in appearance be poſſeſſed of all the virtues. Thou 
muſt be conſtantly reproving thy ſcholar, and paſs thy 
time in teaching him Latin, and in rebuking him 
when he ſays or does any thing that is not right; and | 
after ſo much trouble and conſtraint, what will be the 
fruit of thy cares? If the little gentleman has not , 
good capacity, it will be ſaid thou haſt ſpoiled him 
and his parents will turn thee away without any re- 
ward, perhaps even without paying thee what was a. 
greed for. Do not talk to me then any more of a pre- 
ceptor, commend me to a lacquey's: poſt, which is 
worth ten of it. If your maſter has vices, a ſuperior 
genius will turn them often to its own advantage. A 
valet lives without inquietude in a good family, eats 
and drinks till he is ſatisfied, and ſleeps ſoundly, with- 
out perplexing himſelf about either baker or butcher. 

Child, purſues he, I ſhould never have done, were 
I to relate to thee all the advantages of valets. Believe 
me, Gil Blas, do as I do, and never think more of be- 

coming a tutor. Les, Fabricio, ſays I, but directors 
are not always to be found, and if I ſhould turn valet, 
I I would not chuſe to have a bad place. You are right, 
ſays he, leave this affair to me: I will inſure. you of 
a good place, if it was for no other reaſon than to pre- 
vent a pretty fellow from throwing himſelf pi at 4694 
" univerſity. 

The poverty with which 1 was threatned, and the 
ſatisfied look which Fabricio had, perſuaded me mote 
than his arguments, and I reſolved to go into ſome ſer- 
vice. Whereupon leaving the tavern, my country* 
man faid, I am going this inſtant to take you to a man 
to whom moſt of ſervants when out of place apply- 
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He has ſpies who inform him of every thing that, paſ- = 
ſes in families: he knows who ate wanting valets, and 
keeps an exact regiſter not only of places which are va- 


cant, but alſo of the good and bad qualities of the maſ- 


ters. He has a brother a friar in a convent; and, in 


| ſhort, it was he who recommended me to this good. 


place which I now have. | 
Whilſt we were converſing about this . offices. 5 
Nunnez's ſon took me to a little houſe, where we found 
a man of about fifty years of age writing at a table. 
We ſaluted him with a great deal of reſpect, but whe-- 
ther he was naturally ſurly, or being accuſtomed with 
ſeeing nobody but ſervants, had contracted a cuſtom 
of receiving people in that rude manner, be did not 
riſe from his ſeat, but ſatisfied himſelf. with nodding 
his head: he looked on me however with attention. 
I ſaw plainly that he was ſurprized to ſee a young man 
in an embroidered velvet coat wanting to become a 
valet: he had more reaſon to think that I came to aſk. 
for one: however, he did not doubt long of my inten- 
tion, for Fabricio ſaid to him, Signior Arias de Lon-. 
donna, allow me to preſenttoyou one of my belt friends; 


he is a lad of a good family, but misfortunes have.re» 


duced him to the neceſlity of ſerving: be ſo kind as. 
provide him with a. good place, and you may rely up- 


| on his gratitude, Gentlemen, replies. 3 d, 5 
you all ſay ſo. You make the faireſt promiſes in the. 


world, before you have got a place, but when you are. 
ſettled, you think no more of them. How then, replies 
Fabricio, do you complain of me? You, might have 


done ſtill better, ſays. Arias; your place is as good as. 


a clerk's in the treaſury, and you paid me as if I had. | 
put you with an author. T thought it was now time 
for me to interpoſe, and J informed Signior Arias, that 


do let n ſee I was not ungrateful, I would give him 
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my nenn beforchand. At the fame time 
taking two ducats out of my pocket, I put them into 
his hand, with a promiſe that I would not ſtop — 
if I was well pleaſed. 
+ He appeared very well ſatisfied with my behaviour, 
F and ſaid, that he loved to be uſed in that way. There 
8 | l are, continues he, ſome good poſts vacant; I will read 
them over to you, and you may chuſe for yourſelf, 
| S0 ſaying, he put on his ſpeCtacles, and opening a 
regiſter, which was lying upon the table, turned over 
ſome leaves, and read as follows: Captain Torbellino 
wants a lacquey: he is a whimſical, paſſionate man, he 
{wears conſtantly, and beats his ſervants ſo, that he 
lames them. That captain will not ſuit my taſte, re- 
plies I, go on to another. Arias ſmiled at my vivaci= 
ty, and proceeded reading. Donna Manuela de San- 
doval, aſuperannuated widow of an odd peeviſhtemper, 
wants a valet; ſhe commonly keeps but one, and him 
ſcarce for two days together. 'There is a livery coat 
in the houſe, which has ſerved all her ſervants theſe 
ten years, let them be of what ſize ſoever, and it is as 
good as new yet, although above two thouſand valets 
have worn it, for it may be ſaid that they have only 
WW triediton, Doctor Alvar Fannez, a phyſician and chy- 
mitt, wants a valet; his ſervants are well fed, and he 
gives them good wages, but he makes a trial of his re- 
medies on them, and there are often places vacant in 
nd! this man's houſe. 
ee! You have ſhewn us a fine parcel of places indeed, ſays 
Wil - Fabricio interrupting him. Have a little patience, re- 
plies Arias de London na, we are not yet done; we ſhall 
ſoon come to ſome which will ſatisfy you: then he 
continued reading his regiſter; Donna Alfonſa de 8o- 
lis, who paſſes moſt of her time at church, and who 
will always have her valet near her, ſhe has not had. 
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one theſe three weeks. The licentiate Sedillo, an old: 
canon of the chapter of this city, turned away his va- 
let laſt hight. Halt there, Signior Arias de London» 
na, ſays Fabricio, we will accept of this place. My 
maſter is related to the licentiate Sedillo, and I am 
perfectly acquainted with him: I know that he has 
for his houſekeeper an old lady, called Dame Jacin- 
ta, who manages his houſhold affairs for him. This 
is as good a family as any in Madrid, for a ſervant who. 
wants to live well, and likes a quiet life. Beſides, the 
canon is a feeble man, and much troubled with the 
gout, and certainly cannot live long; ſo that his ſer- 
vant has a great chance for a legacy when he dies. A 
fine proſpect for a valet, Gil Blas, ſays he, turning to 
me: friend, let us put off no time, we will immediate- 
ly go to the licentiate's: I will preſent: thee to him 
myſelf, and be anſwerable to him for thee. At theſe 
words, being afraid of loſing ſo good an opportunity, 
we abruptly left Signior Arias, who afſured me for. 
my money, that if I ſhould chance not to get this place, 
he would recommend me to one not much inferior. 
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CHAP. E 


Fabricio takes Gil Blas to the Licentiate Sedille's. In 


what Condition they found the CON. A Portrait 


of / his Houſekeeper, ; 


E ran all the way, fo much finda were we of 
being too long in arriving at the licentiate's. 
When we came to the houſe we found the door ſhut; 
we knocked; and had it opened by a girl of ten years 


of age, whom the houſekeeper, in ſpite of ſcandal, paſ- 


ſed for her niece : we aſked if the canon could be ſpoke 


with. Dame Jacinta appeared: ſhe was a perſon al- 


ready arrived at the years of diſcretion: but ſtill hand- 
ſome, and had in particular a very freſh complexion. 
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She was dreſſed in a long coarſe ſtuff gown, with a 
leather girdle, to which hung on one ſide a bunch of 
keys, and a roſary of large beads: on the other. A6 
ſoon as we faw her we ſaluted her very reſpectfully, 
and ſhe with a very modeſt and courteous air return- 
ed the ſame to us. 

Being informed, ſays my companion, that the licen» 
tiate Signior Sedillo is wanting an honeſt lad to ſerve , 
him, I come to preſent one to him, who F do not in 
the leaſt doubt will pleaſe him. 'The houſekeeper at 
theſe words fixing her eyes upon me, and thinking my 
embroidery was not very ſuitable with-the diſcourſe of 
Fabricio, aſked, if it was Iwho wanted the vacant place? 


Yes, ſays the ſon of Nunnez; this young man, notwith- 
ſtanding he appears ſo fine, has met with many misfor- 


tunes, which oblige him to go and work for his main- 
tenance, but, adds he, with a genteel air, he will ſoon 
get the better of them, if he be ſo fortunate as to get 
into this family, and live with the chaſte Jacinta, who 
is worthy of being houſekeeper to the patriarch of the 
Indies. At theſe words the old jade took her eyes off 
me to view the polite perſon who ſpoke to her, and i - 
magining that ſhe knew him, ſaid, I have a confuſed 
idea, that I have ſeen you before, pray, where was it 2 


Chaſte Jacinta, replies Fabricius, I am happy that ou 
are pleaſed to remember me; I have been twice here 
with my maſter Signior Manuel Ordonnez, ſteward of 


the hoſpital. It is ſo, ſays Jacinta, I remember it, and” 
recolleCt your face: ſince you are with Signior Ordon? 

nez, you muſt without doubt be an honeſt virtuous. 
young man; your place recommends you, and this lad 
cannot bare a better perſon to be anſwerable for him. 


Come in, added ſhe, I will take you to:ſpeak with Sig- 


nior Sedillo, who I ſhould think would be veryglad ta 
have a youth of your recommending. | 
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Accordingly we followed her to the canon's apart- 
ment, which was on the ground floor, and conſiſted of 
four little rooms: Jacinta defired that we might wait 
in the outermoſt while ſhe went .into the next where 
the licentiate was. After ſhe had been ſome time with 


him, ſhe came to tell us that we might enter. Weper- 


ceived the old dotard in a large eaſy chair, with his head 
upon a pillow, his arms on a cuſhion, and his feet oh 
a ſtool. While we approached him we did not ſpare 
bows. Fabricio was ſtill the ſpokeſman," and not ſa- 
tified with what he had ſaid to Jacinta, he extolled my, 
merit highly, and in particular, enlarged upon the ho- 
nout I had acquired with Dr. Godinez in diſputes of 
philoſophy, as if there was any occafion to be'a great 
philoſopher, to quality one to be a canon's valet. Ne. 


vertheleſs, this fine panegyric which he beſtowedon'me; 
had a good effect on the licentiate, who beſides per- 


ceiving that it was not diſagreeable to his houſekeeper, 
faid to the ſon of Nunnez, Friend, I take the young man 


thou haſt brought into my ſervice; I am ſatisfied, and 


have a good opinion of his morals, fince he is preſen- 


ted to me by Signior Ordonnez domeſtic. 


Fabrieio, as ſoon as he perceived that I was hired, 


made a low bow to the canon, and another ſtill lower 
do the houſekeeper, and retired well contented with 
bat he had done, after having whiſpered to me that 
doe ſhould ſee one another again, and that I had nothing 

"to-do, but to keep where I was. As ſoon as he was 
gone, the licentiate aſked my name, the reaſon why 1 


quitted my country, and by theſe queſtions, engaged 
me to relate my hiſtory in the preſence of Jacinta: T 


diverted them both, and eſpecially by the recital of my' | 


laft adventure; T thought the old man would have kil- 


led himſelf with laughing at Don Raphael and Camilla's 
civility, He was ſeized with ſuch a violent fit of cough- 
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ing, chat 1 thought he would have never come to him 
ſelf again: He had not yet made his teſtament, ſo by 


that one may judge how the houſtkooges: was alarmed: 


ſhe ran trembling to the good man's aſſiſtance, and did, 


every thing that is done to children when. they cough: ; 
rubbed his head, and clapped him on the back, which 
recovered him: This was however but a falſe alarm, 
the old man gave over coughing, and his houſekeeper. 
ceaſed tormenting him. I was going to conclude my 
ſtory, but dame Jacinta dreading another cough), was ar 


gainſt it, and carried me out of the canon's chamber in- 


to the wardrobe, where amongſt ſeveral ſuits of cloaths,, 
was the livery-coat . which my predeceſſor had wore. 
She made me put it on, and hang mine in its place, Which 
I was willing to preſerve, hoping that it might ſtill be of: 
uſe to me; After which we went both of us to prepare: 


dinner. WT. 6 5 


* 


She found that I was no novice in | the art of dreſ- 
ſing victuals; it is true, Thad ſerved an apprenticeſnip 


under dame Leonarda, who.might paſs for a pretty good; 


cook, though not to be compared with dame Jacinta, 
who perhaps was better than the archbiſhopof Toledo's:- 


ſhe excelled in every thing: her ſauces were excellent, 


her jellies the-ſame, her fracafſees and haſhes ſeaſoned* 7 4 -j a 


in ſuch a manner, as made them very agreeable. When. © 
dinner was ready we returned into thecanon's cbemibes, 
where while I laid the cloth near his eaſy. chair, Jacin- 


— 


ta tucked a napkin under his chin, and faſtened it ?- 


bout his ſhoulders. - Immediately after I brought in 


ſome ſoup, which might have been preſented to the 


moſt famous director in Madrid, and two ragouts that 


might have ſatisfied the ſenſuality of a vice- roy, if Dame 


Jacinta had not been two ſparing of her ſpices, for fear 
of provoking the licentiate's gout- My old maſter, wha: * 
before ſeemed * in all his n as ſoon as 
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he tar theſe two diſhes, let me ſee that he had not yet 


quite loſt the power of his arms; he aſſiſted himſelf 1 

in putting away his pillow and cuſhions, and briſkly, | all 

l prepared himſelf for eating. Although his hand ſhook. _ 
k it did not refuſe its ſerviee, it went and came freq, &+ ke 

4 I nough, but however in ſuch-a-manner,, that he loſtone: thi 
* half of what he ſhould have carried to his mouth, on vo 

1 his napkin and the table cloth. When he had done by 
th with theragouts and ſoup, I took them away, and brought 90 
1 in a roaſted partridge, flanked with two quails, which ga 
"ki the houſekeeper carved for him. She was alſo very offſi- on 
A cious in making him drink wine, a little dilated, in a 8 

[jd large deep ſilver cup, which the held to his mouth as wh 
ih theydoto achild fifteen months old: He fell fiercely on D. 
ih the ragouts, and made the ſame diſpatch with the trot- ap 
bi ters: when he had eat his belly full, Jacinta untied his ke 
Ul napkin, and replaced his pillow and cufhions, then leayv- bs 
ll ing him in his eaſy chair, to take that repoſe common · m. 
th ly attending a full ſtomach, we cleared the table and a 
8 went to dinner in our turn. | . no 
4 | Our canon dined in ſuch a manner every. day, he | leq 
10 being perhaps the greateſt cater in the whole chapter; pr 
16 | Indeed he did not eat ſo much at ſupper, as at dinner: ein 
1 A pullet and a deſſert would fatisfy him at night. I Je 
[1:1 fared very well in this houſe, and had a pretty peace · i 
1 able life; there was but one diſagreeable thing, which 4 

N Was, bring obliged to watch my maſter, and paſs the th 

night like a nurſe: Beſides a retention of urine, which to 

made him call ten times an hour for his chamber-pot, th: 

he was ſubject to ſweat, and when that happened, L an 

had to change him his ſhirt, Gil Blas, ſays he to me 4 

the ſecond night, thou art a. dextrous active youth, 1 mi 

foreſee Iſhall be well pleaſed with thy ſervice: I recom- yo 


mend to thee only to be complaiſant to Dame Jacinta, 
the has ſerved me with a particular zeal theſe fifteen ed 
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years, and bas taken ſo great care of my perſon, that th 
I cannot enough acknowledge it; I muſtconfeſstothee 

alſo, that I like her better than all my relations; I have 

turned away my nephew, my own ſiſter's fon, becauſe | 

he paid no reſpect to her, for inſtead of doing juſtice to 

the ſincere attachment ſhe had for me, the raſcal uſed 
her as a hypocrite, for at preſent, 'virtue appears like 
hypocriſy with ſuch young fellows; thank God, I have 
got quit of the ſad dog; I prefer thoſe who have a re- 
gard for me, before all the ties of blood, and am ſwayed 
only by thoſe that do me a kindneſs. You are cer- 
tainly right, ſaid I to the licentiate; gratitude ought _ 
to have more force with us than the laws of nature. 
Doubtleſs, replied he; and my teſtament will make it 
appear how little I regard my relations. My houſe- 


keeper comes in for a good ſhare, and thou ſhalt not 


be forgot, if thou continueſt as thou haſt begun to ſerve 


me. The valet whom 1 turned away yeſterday, loſt 


a good legacy by his fooliſhneſs. If the ſcoundrel had 
not by his ill behaviour obliged me to give him his 
leave, I ſhould have made his fortune, but he was a 
proud fellow, and did not pay reſpeCt enough to Ja- 
cinta; and ſo lazy that he would not give himſelf the 
leaſt trouble. He forſooth did not love to wake with 
me; and thought ita great hardſhip to ſpend the nights 
in attending upon me. Ah!+the raſcal, cried I, as if 

the genius of Fabricio had inſpired me, he merited not 
to live with ſo honeſt a gentleman as you are. A lad. 
that is ſo fortunate as to belong to you, ought to have 
an indefatigable zeal to pleaſe you. He ſhould take. 
a delight in his duty; and not think that he did too 
much, though he ſhould ſweat blood and water. for, _ 
you. + N 
I perceived has the licentiate was very well pleaſ-.. 
ed with theſe words; z nor was he. leſs content with the 
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aſſurance I had given him. of being always reſigned to 


the will of Dame Jacinta. Being reſolved therefore 
to paſs for a valet, whom fatigue could not diſcourage, 
I endeavoured to be eaſy, and went through my fer- 
vice with as good a grace as poſſible. TI never com- 
plained of being up at nights; but I muſt own. it was 
very diſagreeable to me; and had it not been for the 
legacy which I fed my hopes with, I ſhould ſoon have 
tired of my place. Indeed I reſted ſome hours in 

the day time; and to do the houſekeeper juſtice ſhe 
was very good to me, which I attributed to the care I 
took in gaining her good graces by my complaiſant 
and reſpectful manners. If I was at table with her 
and her niece Ineſille, I changed their plates for them, 


filled out their wine, and ſerved them in every thing 
with great attention; by which means I made them 


my friends. Whilſt the houſekeeper one day was 
going to market, finding myſelf alone with her niece, 


F began to talk with ber, and aſked her if her father 


and mother were till alive. No, ſays ſhe, it is long 
ſince they died, ſo my good aunt tells me, for I never 
ſaw them. TI believed what the wench ſaid was true, 


though her anſwer was not ſo plain as it might have | 
been, and put her into ſuch a humour of talking, that * 
_ ſhe told me more than I would have had her. She 

i let me know, or rather I learned from her artleſs chat, 


that this good aunt of hers had a valuable friend who 


alſo lived with an old canon, whoſe temporalities be 
had the care of; and that theſe two happy domeſtics 


hoped to join the pillage of their maſters by a mar» 
riage, the pleaſures of which they had partaken of be- 
fore hand. I have already mentioned, that Jacinta, 
though ſomewhat ſuperannuated, had not yet a bad 


complexion: it is true indeed, ſhe took a great deal | 


of pains to preſerve it. Beſides taking a gliſter every 


29 


ed my maſter: but, perhaps, that which contributed 
moſt of all to preſerve her complexion, was an iſſue, 
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morning, ſhe allowed berſelf excellent pills W 
for that purpoſe, during the day, and when ſhe went 
to bed: ſhe alſo ſlept ſoundly all night, while I watch- 


which her niece told me ſhe had in each leg. 


SS S888 
* H A P. II. 


How the Canon was treated when be fell ich: the Con- 


ſequence ¶ it, and the Legacy which he left Gil 
Dn. 


HAD now. been cham months in the ſervice of che. 
licentiate Sedillo, and had never complained of the 
bad nights he made me paſs with him, when he was 
ſeized with a fever; and the pain it gave him inflamed 
his gout. This was the firſt time in his life that he 
had recourſe to a phyſician. He ordered Doctor San- 
grado to be ſent for, whom all Valladolid looked upon 
as another Hippocrates. Dame Jacinta would have 
been better pleaſed, if the canon bad begun by ſettling 
bis laſt will and codicil. She dropt ſome hints of it 
to him; but he did not imagine himſelf ſo near his 
end, and was in certain matters extremely obſtinate. 
I went therefore for Doctor Sangrado, and brought 
him to our houſe. He was a meagre, pale man, and 
had been a praCtitioner forty years. This ſkilful phy- 
hciau had a very grave look; he weighed his diſcourſe, 
and talked very eloquently. - His reaſoning appeared 
to de geometrical, and his opinions very ſingular. - 
After having obferved my maſter, he ſaid to him 
with a phyſical air, We muſt ſupply the defect of per · 
ſpiration, which is ſtopped. Others in my place, no 


s 


90 THE ADVENTURES 


doubt, would preſcribe ſalts and volatile medicaments, 
which are moſtly made up of ſulphur and mercury; 
but purgatives and ſodorifics are pernicious drugs. 
All chymical prepafations are prejudicial. I, for my 
part, practiſe a method more fimple and more ſure. 
What diet have you accuſtomed yourſelf to? I eat for 
the moſt part, anſwers the canon, ſoups and jellies, 
'Soups and jellies! cried the doctor ſurpriſed: I am not 
at all amazed that you are ill; all ſuch delicious 
meats are poiſonous pleaſures, ſnares that luxury lays 
for men, in order the more effectually to ruin them, 
It is neceſſary that you renounce ſuch high food, 
The moſt infipid are the beit for the health. As the 
blood is inſipid, it requires ſuch meats as partake the 
moſt of its own nature. And do you drink wine? ad- 
ded he. Yes, ſaid the licentiate, wine mixed with 
water. The more water the better, replied the phy- 
ſician. How irregular you have been! What a fright- 
ful regimen is this! I am amazed to find you alive. 
What age may you be? Sixty- nine, ſays the licentiate. 
Juſt as I thought, replied the doctor: an early old age 
is always the fruit of intemperance. If you had drunk 
nothing but water all your life, and had been content 


with plain food, ſuchas roaſted apples, for example, you 


would not now have been tormented with the gout; 
and all your limbs would have performed their func- 
tions with eaſe. However, I am not afraid of curing 


you, provided you do asI direct. The licentiate pro- 


miſed to obey him in every thing. 


Then Sangrado named a ſurgeon, and ſent me for 


him, and made him take fix porringers of blood from 


my maſter, to begin to ſupply the defect of perſpira · 


tion. Then Maid to the ſurgeon, Maſter Martin 
Oanzz, come back again in three hours, and take a+ 
way as much more, and do the ſame again to-morrow: 


= 
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It is 2 miſtake to think-that blood is neceſſary for the 
preſervation of life. One cannot blood a patient too 

much. As he is not-obliged to perform any exerciſe 
or particular motion, he has nothing to do but to ſave 
himſelf from dying; he has no more occaſion for blood 


for to live, than a man who is aſleep: life in both 


conſiſts but in the pulſe and reſpiration. When the 
doctor had ordered frequent and copious bleedings, he 


faid, that it was alſo neceſſary to be conſtantly giving : 


the canon warm water to drink, aſſuring him that wa- 
ter drank in abundance was the real ſpecific againſt 
all ſorts of diſeaſes. And when he went out, he ſaid 
with an air of content to Dame Jacinta and me, that 
he would anſwer for the life of the patient, if we treat- 
ed him in the manner which he had juſt preſcribed. 
The houſekeeper, who judged perhaps otherwiſe than 
him of the method, proteſted that it ſhould be follows 


ed exactly. Accordingly we immediately made all” 


poſſible diſpatch to get water heated: and as the doc- 
tor had recommended to us above all things not to be 


to ſparing of it, we made our maſter drink two or three 


pints at each draught. We repeated the doſe an hour 
after; and ſo every hour, till we had poured a deluge 
of water into his ſtomach. On the other hand, the 
furgeon ſeconded us by the quantity of blood which 
he took from him; in leſs than two days we reduced 
the old canon to extremity. 

The good man not being able to take any more, 


ſaid to me with a weak voice, when I preſented him | 
with a large glaſs of the ſpecific, Hold, Gil Blas, 


give me no more, my friend, I perceive that notwith- 
ſtanding the virtue of the water I ſhall die; and al- 
though 1 have ſcarce a drop of blood left, yet I am no 
better, which ſhews that the moſt ſkilful phyſician in 
the world cannot prolong our days, when their fatal 
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0 period i is come. Go bring mea notary, for I want tb 


add a codicil to my will. Though I was not ſorry to 


hear theſe laſt words, I affected to appear ſo; and con / 


cealing the pleaſure I took in acquitting myſelf of his 
commiſſion, Sir, faid I, you are not yet ſo bad, but 
that with heaven's help you may recover. No, no, 
my child, it is all over with me, I find the gout ap- 
proaching nearer my vitals, and my time is come, there. 
fore make haſte, and do as I order you. Sure enough 
I perceived that he changed, and was approach» 
ing near his end, and the affair appeared ſo urgent, 
that I immediately went to do as he ordered me, leav- 
ing Dame Jacinta with bim, who was more afraid than 
me that he ſhould die without a will. I went into 
the houſe of the firſt notary F could hear of; and fin- 
ding him at home, Sir, ſaid I, the licentiate Sedillo, 


my maſter, ſeemingly draws near his end, and wants 


his laſt will made: pray make haſte, there is not a mo- 
ment to be loſt. The notary was a little briſk old 
man, and fond of raillery, He aſked me who was the 
licentiate's phyſician; I anſwered Dr. Sangrado. - As 
ſoon as he heard that name mentioned, he immediate- 
ly took his cloak and hat, and ſaid, Let us be gone, 
for that doctor is ſo expeditious, that he ſcarcely gives 
his patients time to call for a notary. That man has 


| Hindered me of a good many jobs. 
As ſoon as he had ſaid this, he made what ball 


e could to follow me; and we went together to my 
maſter, not letting the graſs grow under us, that we 
might arrive time enough for bim to ſettle his ab 
fairs before he went out of the world. Sir, ſaid Fto 
the notary, you know that a dying man often loſes his 


memory: now if my maſter ſhould by chance forget. 


me, I deſire you will not fail to remind him of my in. 
duſtry. That I will, my boy, ſays the little notary} 


4 ITY 21458. ur 


you may rely upon me for chat, I will advice. him to 


leave thee ſomething conſiderable, let him be ever ſo 
little diſpoſed. to reward thee for thy ſervices... When 
we came into the canon's chamber he was ſtill ſenſi. 


+ W ble. Dame Jacinta-was with him, her face was bath - = 


ed with tears which ſhe bad; at her command, ſhe had 


played her part, and prepared the good man not to _ 


forget her. We left the notary in the room with our 


maſter, ſhe and I retired to the antichamber, where 
the ſurgeon came to us, whom the doctor had ſent to 


gire the canon a new and his laſt bleeding. But we 


would not ſuffer him to enter the room. Stop, Mr. 


Martin, ſays Jacinta to him, you cannot at preſent go 


into the canon's chamber, he is now buſy with the no- 


tary, who is making his laſt will, and you ſhall not 


bleed him any more, till that is finiſhed. 


_ Jacinta and I were afraid leſt our,maſter ſhould die . 
before that was done. But thank God the deed, which 


cauſed our uneaſineſs, was executed. The notary. 
finding me as he came out of our maſter” chamber, 
clapt me on the ſhoulder, and (miling ſaid, Gil Blas, 
thou art not forgotten. I was very glad to hear it, 
and was ſo pleaſed with my maſter for remembring. 
me, that I promiſed to pray for him aſter his death, 
which was not long of happening; for the ſurgeon, 
having bled him again, the. poor old man, who was 
but too weak before, died almoſt during the opera- 


tion. The phyſician came in, as our maſter was 
breathing his laſt, and was a little ſtartled, notwith- 
ſtanding his long cuſtom of diſpatching: his patients 
N quickly. Nevertheleſs, inſtead of imputing the ca- 
non's death to the repeated draughts of hot water and 


bleedings, he ſaid as he went away, That the patient 


had neither _ bled, nor drunk water enough. * | 
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phyſician's executioner, I mean the ſurgeon, ſeeing 1. 
* N was 110 more occafronifor him, folle 


wed: him, 

As ſoon as our patron was dead, Dame Jacinta, Ineſil. 
le, and I fet up ſuch a diſmal noiſe; that it was heard att 
over the neighbourhood. *'The houſekeeper eſpecially, 
who had the greateſt reaſon” to rejoice, uttered | ſuch 
doleful accents, that ſhe; ſeemed the moſt afſſicted per- 
ſon in the world. The chamber immediately was 
full of people, drawn thither more out of eurioſity than 
compaſſion. As foon as the canon's relations heard 
he was dead, they poured into the houſe" and fealed 


up every thing. They found the houſekeeper fo 
much afflicted, that they at firſt thought that the ea- 

non had not made his will: but they ſoon learned; that 

the teſtator had bequeathed his beſt effects to dame 


Jacinta and the little girl: they made a funeral ora« 
tion, in terms not at all honourable to his memory. 


They pronounced an eulogium on Jacinta, and me al- 


ſo. I muſt confeſs that I deſerved it in appearance; 
for the licentiate, reſt the foul of him! in order to en- 
gage me to remember him as long as I lived, ordered 
an article to be inſerted with regard to me, in this man- 


ner. Item, ſince Gil Blas is a young man who has 


already ſome learning, I leave him my library, my ma- 
nuſcripts, and books without exception. 


- I was quite ignorant where this pretended library 


was, as I never perceived any ſuch thing in the houſe. 
I knew only that there was a few papers, and five or 


fix volumes on a ſhelf in my maſter's. cloſet; and that 
was all my legacy. Beſides, the books could be of no 
ſervice to me, one was entitled, 'The compleat cook, 
another, A treatiſe of indigeſtion, and the method of 
curing it; and the others were The four parts of the 


breviary, which the moths had almoſt deſtroyed, With? 
reſpect to the manuſcripts, the moſt curious contained | 


ſervices. 


935 
fins briefs and bills relating to a proceſs, which: the 
canon had formerly been engaged in, about bis bene“ 
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ſice. 


gain, and received my wages only for the fruit of my 


for Dame Jacinta, beſides the money which was leſt 
to her, by the help of her goodfriend, ſhe found means 


to rob the licentiate of his moſt ralunhie ip dur- | 
”"g his laſt neſs. C 


CHAP. 1 


Eil Blas engages himſelf in the Service 97 Der Si 
| grado, and becomes « a pes Phy fre an. 5 


2 


- DETERMINED to g0 Es examine Signior : An 


rias de Londonna's regiſter for a new place, but 


as I was juſt entering the Turn- Again Alley, where 
he lodged, I met Doctor Sangrado, whom I bad not 


ſeen ſince the death of my maſter, and took the free 


dom to ſalute him. Although I had altered my 
dreſs, yet he knew me at once; and ſaid he was very 
glad to ſee me. My boy, ſays he, I was juſt thinking 


After having examined my legacy with more 
attention than it merited, I abandoned them to his te- 

lations, who had envied me ſo much. | 
back the coat I, had of the licentiate, put on my ow-u a · 


I! gave them 


I reſolved to look out for another place. As _ | 


* 


of thee; I have occaſion for a good lad to ſerve me; 


and I think you will do very well, provided you can 
read and write. Sir, if that be all, I will anſwer your 
purpoſe. 
then, Come with me, thou ſhalt have a very agreea- 
ble life, and I will treat thee with diſcretion: *thow 
ſhalt have no wages; but thou ſhalt want for nothing. 
will take care to keep thee genteellyy and teach * 

K 2 : 


SS 


Very well, replies he, thou art; my man 


: 
* 


. 


— 1 
1 
* 


96 THE ADVENTURES 


the great ſcience of cufing all diſcaſcs. In ſhorty thou 
man my pupil more than my valet. 
Expecting that ſo learned a maſter would make me 
min in the art of phyſic, T accepted of his 
propoſal.” I went immediately home with him, to be \\ 

_ Inſtalled in the employment which he deſtined me for; W #c 
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| * and this conſiſted in writing down the names and ha- Tit. 
| bitations of the patients that Tent forſhim'whenhe was Ve 
j from home. For that end he kept a regiſter, herein d. 
| an old maid ſervant, whom he had for his domeſtic af - : 


fairs, marked their addreſſes; but, beſides; her know- al 
ing nothing of orthography, ſhe wrote fo badly, that WW "* 
the doctor often could not decipher it. He commit - 
ted the care of «this book to me; which one might 
very juſtly call a regiſter of the dead, as almoſt all the 
perſons whoſe names I took, died ſoon after. I wrote 
down, as I may ſay, the people who were ſet out for 
the other world, as the clerk of a ſtage- coach office 
marks down the names of thoſe who take places. 1 
had often my pen in my hand; for at that time there 
was not a more reputable Gol in Valladolid than 
Doctor Sangtado. He impoſed upon the public by a 
ſpecious way of talking, and ſome fortunate cures, 
which had done him more honour than che merited. 
- He: had abundance of practice, and -conlſequently 
obs not fail of growing rich. He did not conſume 
it too profuſely. We lived very ſparingly, for the 
molt part eating roaſted apples, peaſe, beans, or cheeſe. 
He ſaid thoſe nutriments were moſt agrecable to the 
ſtomach, being the fitteſt for trituration, that is to fay, Wl 
eaſily bruiſed. - In ſpite of this his opinion, howe- Wh | 
ver, he did not approve of. our eating a belly full even 
of them, in which he certainly was in the right. But 
thaugh he forbad the ſervant and me to eat much % Ml 
make amends, he allowed us to drink as much Water 3 
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M ac We thought proper. Inſtead of preſetibing! us 1 
in that, he ſometimes ſaid, Drink my children; health 
ne conſiſts in the flexibility and humeſaction of parts. 
is WM Drink water liberally, it is an univerſal diffolvent. 
be W Water melts all the falts. 18 the courſe of the blood 
ſlow? it precipitates'it.” F it de too rapid? it ſtops 
its violence. Though our doctor was pretty well ad- 
vanced in years, yet he was ſo honeſt in that, that he 
drank nothing but water. He defined old age to be a 
natural conſumption, which dried up and waſted us; 
and upon this determination, he bewailed the igno- 
rance of thoſe who called wine old men's milk. He 
ſupported that wine waſted and ruined them; and very 
eloquently ſaid, that that liquor is to them, as well as 
to all the world, a friend that We and 2 MO + 
that deludes. 
Notwithſtanding all theſe fine reaſonings; T had ade 
been in his houſe eight days, before I was ſeized with 
a flux, and a ſeyere pain in my ſtomach, which T hack 
the raſhneſs to impute to the univerſab diſſolvent, and 
bad living. I complained of it to my maſter, think- 
ing he would relax, and give us a little wine at meals; 
but he was too great an enemy to that liquor to agree 
to it. If you are diſguſted at cold water, ſays he, there 
are innocent remedies to ſupport the ſtomach againſt 
the inſipidity of aqueous draughts; for inſtance, fas 
he, balm, or ſage, give it an agreeable taſte; and if u 
will render it ſtill more agreeable, you need only mix 
roſemary, wild poppey, or the flower of oeillet. What= 
ever he could ſay in praiſe of water, and whatever re- 
eipe's he would have given me to improve my beveras 
ges, I drank ſo moderately of it, that he perceiving 
me, ſaid, I am not amazed, Gil Blas, that you have not 
| good health; my boy, you don't drink enough. 'Wa- 
ter taken in ſmalt quantities only tends to lay open the 
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bilious parts, and give them more activity; in 1 


| of which, we ſhould drown them by copiouſly temper. 


ing them. Be not afraid of drinking often; I will 
warrant the iſſue of it, and if you find it not good for 
you, inform me. Celſus will be my ſurety; that La- 
tin oracle has written an admirable encomium on 
water: he informs us in expreſs terms, that thoſe who 
on account of a weak ſtomach abſtain from drinking 


water, do a great injuſtice to the ſtomachic powers, 
and make it only a ſcreen for their ſenſuality. 


I ſeemed perſuaded that he was right, that 1 mk 
not appear indocile when I was entering into the 


career of phyſic. I owned even that I was of his 
Way of thinking; and would continue to drink water, 
on his and Celſus's guaranty; and though every day] 
found myſelf growing worſe and worſe, yet prepoiſeſhon 


was too hard for experience, I had, as may be ſeen, 
a great dere to become a phyſician. 1 could not 
dowever always reſiſt the violence of my troubles, 
which encreaſed to ſuch a degree that at laſt reſolved 
to leave Dr. Sangrado. But he gave me a new ems 
ployment, which made me alter my mind. Hearken 
to me, my boy, ſays he one day to me, I am none of 


. thoſe ſevere and ungrateful maſters, who ſuffer their 
- ſervants to grow old in their ſervice before they reward 


them. I am content with thy behaviour. I love thee, 


and, without expecting thou wilt be any longer my 


ſervant, I will make thy fortune. Iwill immediately 
diſcover to thee the myſtery of the ſalutary art which 
I have profeſſed for ſo many years. Other phyficians 
make it conſiſt in a thouſand hard ſciences: but I pre- 
tend to abridge ſo long a way, and ſpare thee the traus 


bleof ſtudying phyſic, botany, anatomy, and pharmacy. : 


Know, my boy, that all there is occaſion for, is bleeds 
ing and drinking plenty of hot water. This is ths 


# 
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ſecret for Saad ee in;the world: yes, 
this marvellous ſecret which Ireveal to thee, and which 
nature, impenetrable to my brethren; bas not been a» 


ble to keep from my obſervations, is all comprebended 


in theſe two points, bleeding and oſten drinking wa- 

ter; I bave nothing more to teach thee: thou art ac« 
quainted with the very bottom of phylicy and, profiting 
by my long experience, thou becomeſt all at once as 


fcilful as myſelf. Thou mayeſt, continues he, be aſ- 


ſiſtant to me thou ſhalt keep the regiſter in the mor- 
ning, and -ſhall viſit a part of my patients in the after- 

n00n : whilſt I take care of the nobility and clergy, 
thou ſhalt attend the third order for me, and when 
thou haſt: done that for ſome time, I will get thee en» 
tered into the faculty. Gil Blas, you are a learned 
man before you be a phyſicians, whereas others are 
phyſicians a long time, and moſt n * m_—_ all their 
lives, before they be learned. | 
_ I thanked the doctor for 3 10 quiokby: adi 
me capable of ſerving him as a ſubſtitute; and to ac- 
knowledge the goodneſs which he had for me, I aſſur- 
ed him that I would follow his advice all my life, al- 


; though it ſhould be contrary to. that of Hippocrates. 
This aſſurance of mine was not quite ſincere: I dif + 


approved of hie opinion about the water, and deter- 
mined to drink wine whenever I went to fee my pa · 
tients. I hung my coat upon a peg for the ſecond time, 
put on one of my maſter's, and gave myſelf the air of - 
a phyſician. After which I began to-exerciſe phyſic 
at the expence of all choſe-who ſent for me. My firlt 
trial was upon an Alguazil, who was taken ill of a pleu- 
rify, I made them bleed him without mercy, and 
give him plenty of warm water. After that, I was 


ſent for to a paſiry-· ok, who was crying out with the 


gout; I was no more ſparing of his * than 1 bad : 
E 4 
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been of the Alguazils, taking care alſo that he thouls | 


have plenty of water. I got twelve reals for theſe pre- 


ſeriptions; which made me fo enamoured with the 
profeſſion, that I determined to paſs the remainder of 
my days in taking blood from people, and filling them 
up with water. In coming from the paſtry-cooks, 1 
met Fabricio, whom I had not ſeen ſince thelicentiate's 


death. He looked at me ſome minutes with ſurpriſe, 
and ſetting his hands in his ſides, burſt into an immo- 
derate fit of laughter. Indeed he did not laugh with- 


out reaſon: I had a long cloak which trailed on the 


ground; my coat and breeches would have ſerved a 


man four times as big as me; I might very well paſs 
for an original figure. I let him have his laugh out, 


not without being tempted to follow his example; but 


I conſtrained myſelf in order to keep decorum in the 


ſtreet, and the better to counterfeit the phyſician, which 
is norifible animal. If my ridiculous air had excited the 


laughter of Fabricio, my ſerious one increaſed it, and 


when his laughing fit was over, Bleſs. me, Gil 
Blas, thou art pleaſantly equipped, who the devil has 
diſguiſed thee in this manner? Softly, friend, ſays I, 
ſoftly: learn to ſhew more reſpect to a new Hippocra- 
tes. Know that I am the ſubſtitute of Dr. Sangrado, 
whois the moſt celebrated phyſician in Valladolid, with 
whom TI have been theſe three weeks. He has taught 
me phyſic from the very bottom; and as he was not 
able to attend all his patients himſelf, has hired me to 
aſſiſt him. He viſits the great folks, and I the com- 


mon ſort. . Very well, ſays Fabricio, that is to ſays 
he reſerves the blood of the great folks to himſelf, and 
leaves the blood of the common people to thee.” Iwilth 


thee joy upon thy divifion; for it is better to have 
to do with common people than with the great. When 


a phyſician lives in the ſuburbs, his faults are leis ob- 
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ſerved; and his 8 not ſo much nn TR 

my boy, added he, thy condition appears to me wort 

thy of being envied: and to ſpeak like Alexander, 1 

would wiſh to be Gil Blas, if I was not Fabricio . 
That Fabricio might ſee that he was not in the 

wrong, when he boaſted of the. happineſs. of my pre- 

ſent condition, I let him ſee the reals-whickh the algua- 0 

zil and paſtry: cook had given me. Then we went in⸗ 

to a tavern to ſpend ſome of them. They brought us 

ſome pretty good wine, at leaſt it appeared ſo ta me for 

I had not for a long time taſted any. I drank great” _ 

draughts of it, and, with all due reſpect to the Latin 

oracle, the more I poured into my ſtomach, the leſs 

did that organ complain of the injury it received. We 

ſtaid a good while in the inn, and made ourſelves mer- 

ry at the expence of our maſters, as the cuſtom is a- 

mongſt the valets. At laſt finding night approaching, 

we parted, after having mutually agreed to meet at * 

ſame place the next day after dinner. | 
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3 Gil Blas continues to exerciſe Phyfick u walk as much Suc- 
t ceſs as Capacity. The Adven ture of the 0 if 
t _ The Ring. 63 So, | 
. WAS no ſooner got. dent hou Doctor W 
15 arrived. I informed him of the patients F had 
1 ſeen, and gave him the eight reals which remained 
I out of the twelve that I had received for my preſcrip- 
f tions. Eight reals, ſaid he 40 me, after he had coun- 
: ted them, this is a trifle | for two viſits, but we muſt 
a take what we can get. 80 it appeared, for he kept 


lix, and gave me the other two. Hold, Gil _ 58 ; 
„ * * 5 
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he, there is ſomething to begin a ſtock; 1 will give | 


thee a fourth part of What thou bringeſt to me. My 


Friend, thou wilt ſoon be rich, for if it pleaſe Gol 


mew will be many patients this year. 


I had reaſon to be' ſatisfied with my ſhare, asT' 4. 
bene always to keep a third part of what received in 


the city, and afterwards have another quarter of What 
remained for him, which was a half of the whole, ac · 
cording to my arithmetic. This inſpired me with a 
freſh zeal for my profeſſion. The next day, as foon 
as we had- dined, I reſumed my phyfical 'dreſs, and 


went about my buſineſs. I viſited" many patients, 


whom T had regiſtered, and treated them all in the 
fame manner, though they bad various diſtempers. 
Things had hitherto gone on without making any 
noiſe, and nobody, thank heaven, had as yet found 
Gault with my preſcriptions: but however excellent a 
pbyſician' may be, yet he cannot eſcape being cenſu- 
red, I came at laſt to a grocer's, wboſe ſon was drop» 
fical. There I met with a little ſwarthy doctor, call- 


ed Cuchillo, whom a relation of the grocer's had juſt 


brought. I bowed very low to all that were preſent, 


and particularly to the perſon who I judged was call- 


ed upon to conſult with me on the diſeaſe of the pati- 


ent. He ſaluted me with a grave air, then looking 


very attentively at me for ſome time, Signior Doctor, 
fays he to me, I beg you may excuſe my curioſity; I 
thought I had known all my brethren the phy ficians 
in Valladolid, but muſt confeſs that I have not ſeen 
you before. You cannot have practiſed long in this 
city. I anſwered, that I was a young practitioner, and 


3 only preſcribed as yet under the auſpices of Doctor 


Sangrado. I congratulate you, lays he politely, upon 
having embraced ſo great a man's method. I do got 


doubt = that you are _ 1 — * you 


. 


* 
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. He aid this in ſo natural a man- 
nex, that I was uncertain whether he ſpoke ſeriouſly 
or bantered me. I was thinking-what reply to make 
to him when werndre interrupted by the grocer, ſay- 
ing, Gentlemen, Iam: perſuaded that ybu are both per- 
fect maſters of the att of phyſic, pray therefore exa- 
mine my ſon's diſeaſe, and order what you Fudge moſt: - 
porn for his cure. 
Upon this the little doctor pay. his abſeemions: 
on the patient, and after having obſerved the ſymp- 
toms of the diſtemper, aſked me in what manner | 


# 


thoughtwe: ſhould treat him. + Fam of opinion, repli- 
ed I, that he ſhould be bled every day, and made to 


drink plenty of warm water. The little doctor at theſe © 
words ſmiled on me with a ſatirical grin, and ſaid, Do 
you think that theſe remedies. will ſave his life? No 
doubt of it, ſaid L with a reſolute tone, they muſt. bi- 
duce that effect, being, as Doctor Sangrado obſetves, 
ſpecifics- againſt all kinds of diſeaſes. Then Celſus 


was very much to blame, anſwered he, when he aſſu- 


red us, that the manner to cure a dropſy was to make 
the patient abſtain from eating and drinking. Celſus 


is not my oracle, ſaid I; he is wrong as well as others, 


and J ſometimes go quite contrary to his opinion. I 


perceive, ſays Cuchillo, by what you ſay, the ſure and 
ſatis factory method that Doctor Sangrado inſinuates to 


young practitioners. The whole of his practice con- 
ſiſts in bleeding and drinking of water. IL am not at 


all amazed that ſo many honeſt people die in his hands. 
None of your invectives, ſaid I haſtily; it does not be- 
come a man of your profeſſion to caſt ſuch reflexiong, 


Mr. Doctor, I muſt inform you that many have been 


ſent into the other world for want of bleeding and 


drinking hot water, and you have perhaps yourſelf e- 


perienced it as much as oy other. If we have n 
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in the affair; and being piqued againſt the little doc: bi 
tor, ſaid, Gil Blas, thou haſt done well to defend the th 


— 


ching to ſay againſt De gor Sangrado, commit it to bo 

writing: he will anſwer you, and we will ſee on wha MW th 

ſide the laughers will be. By St. James and St. Den- gi 

nis, ſays he in a paſſion, you do not know me: Sir, lo 

I can bite and ſeratch as well as any man. I Lam not te 

afraid of Doctor Sangrado, who, notwithſtanding his W. 

vanity and preſumption, is a mere ninny. The figure in 

of the little phyſician made me deſpiſe his paſſion; I th 

replied to him ſharply, and he returned it in the ſame MW th 

manner, and immediately we came to fiſty- cuffs. We T 

- had time to give one another ſome blows, and pluek as 

out a handful of hair, before the grocer and his relati- El 

ons could ſeparate us; which when they had done, pl 

| they paid me for my viſit, and retained my antagoniſt, Cc 
il who appeared to them to be more ſkilful than me. 

After this adventure, juſt ſuch another had like to I 

i have happened: for going to viſit a fat quiriſter, who th 

l was ill of a fever, as ſoon as he heard me mention hot W « 

| water, he fell into a paſſion at the ſpecific, and curſed v. 

i me for my preſcription. He called me 'a thouſand d: 

| names, and even threatned to throw me out of the I 

| window. I went quicker out of the houſe than I came ve. 

i in, and as I had no intention of vifiting any more pa- of 

| tients that day, I betook myſelf to the place which Fa WW tc 

' bricio and I had fixed on for our meeting. He was | ta 

1 already there, and as we were both in a drinking hu- it 

| i mour, we ſoon got merry, in which condition we went W 1 

ll home to our maſters. Signior Sangrado did not per- be 

lf eeive my being drunk, becauſe I recounted to him the V 

( ſtory of my quarrel with Cuchillo with ſo much action, 0 

| that he took my vivacity for an effect of emotion which ſy 

| | bad remained with me ſince our combat. Beſides, he er 

i | became himſelf a party, as he was chiefly concerned te 
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the faculty. He pretends that water ſhould not be 
5 given to people 1 in the dropſy I ſuppoſe l Stupid fel- : : 
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edies againſt that little abortion of 


low! I will maintain that it is very proper. Les, wa- 
ter, continues he, will cure dropſies of all ſorts, like- 
wiſe the rheumatiſm and jaundice. It is alſo very good 


in thoſe fevers where the patient is cold and warm at: 


the ſame time. It is wonderful even in thoſe diſeaſes 
that are imputed to cold ſerous phlegmatic humours, 
This opinion may appear odd- to-ſuch young phyſicians. | 
as Cuchillo; but it is eaſily ſupported. in good medi- 
cine, and if ſuch as he were capable of diſputing like 
philoſophers, in place of deerying me, they would be- 


come my moſt zealous partiaans. 


He was in ſuch.a paſſion that he did e en 
I had been drinking; for in order to exaſperate- him 
the more againſt Cuchillo, I had thrown in ſome. cix- 
cumſtances of my own invention into the ſtory. © Ne- 
vertheleſs, full as he was with-what-4 had told him, he 
did not fail to pereeive that I drank more water than 
I uſed to do that evening, the wine having made me 
very thirſty 5. but he imagined that L was grown fond 
of his aquatics. What is this I ſee, Gil Blas, ſays he 
to me ſmiling, I think you have now-no longer a dif 
taſte againſt water. Thank God, thou now drinkeſt 
it like nectar, My friend, this does not ſurprize me: 
I knew very well that thou wouldſt accuſtom thyſelf to 
be fond of it. Sir, ſays I, every thing has its time; I 
would at this moment give a gallon of wine for a pint 
of water. "The doctor was ſo pleaſed with this an- 
iwer, that he would not loſe fo good an opportunity of 


_ enlarging upon the excellence of water: he-undertook © 
to make a new eulogium on it, not like a cold orator, 


but an enthuſiaſt. The taverns. in days of old were ten 
thouſand times more eſtimable and more innocent than 


. 
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they are at this preſent time. People in former times 
did not meet to ſpend their eſtates and ruin their von- 
ſtitutions by gorging themſelves with wine, but they 
aſſembled to amuſe themſelves with a harmleſs conver- 
ſution, and with drinking of warm water. We can- 
not enough admire the foreſight of thoſe maſters of ei- 
vil life, who erected public places where water was gi. 
ven to all comers. Wine was then ſecured in apo- 
thecaries' ſhops, only allowing it to be uſed by thoſe 
ho had the preſcription of the phyſician. What won- 
derful ſagacity! it is, no doubt, added he, owing to a 
happy remain of that ancient frugality, worthy of the 
golden age, that there are ſtill ſome who drink warm 
i water unboiled like thee and I, who believe they pre- 
ſerve themſelves from and cure all diſorders: for I. 
have obſerved that boiled water is * W and: 
more heavy to the ſtomach. 104 5 
WWhilſt he was talking ſo 8 I could Far 
1y forbear laughing; however, I kept my gravity as 
well as poſhble; nay, I even entered into the ſenti- 
ments of the doctor. I blamed the uſe of wine, and 
lamented the condition of thoſe people who unhappily 
were fond of ſo pernicious a liquor. As my thirſt was 
not yet ſufficiently quenched, I filled a huge cup with 
Water, and after having drunk again of it, Come, Sir, 
ſaid I to my maſter, let us take a large draught of this 
beneficial liquor. Let us revive in your houſe the fru - 
gality and wiſdom of the antients, which you regret 
much. He applauded my zeal, and exhorted me du- 
ring a whole hour to drink nothing but water“ Io : 
accuſtom myſelf to it, I promiſed him that I Would 
dtrink a large quantity of it every evening; and that 1 
might the more eaſily keep my promiſe, Iwent to bed 
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The diſagreement I had with the grocer did. not 
prevent me the next/day from preſcribing; bleeding. 
and warm water. As I was coming from viſiting a 
poet who had the phrenzy, I met an old woman in the 
ſtreet, who accoſting me, aſked if I was a phyſician. IL. 


anſwered her that I was. Then, ſays ſhe, I moſt hum- | 


bly entreat you to come along with me. My neice- 
was taken Hl yeſterday, and I am ignorant of her ail-- 
ment. I followed the old woman, who conducted me 
to a houſe, and introduced me into a chamber pretty 
well furniſhed, where F found a woman in bed. I ap- 


proached near her. to view her, and was immediately: 


ſtruck with her features, which when I had examined 
a ſhort time, I was certain that it was Camilla, Who 
before had played her part ſo well with me. As for 
her, ſhe did not remember me, either with being ſo 
much oppreſſed with her diſorder, or my phyſical dreſs 
having made ſuch an alteration in my looks. I took 


bold of her hand, in order to feel her pulſe, and percei- 


ved my ring upon her finger. I was glad to ſee à trea- 
ſure which 1 had fo much right to ſeize, and had a 
great deſire immediately to make an effort to retake it, 
but thinking that theſe women might make a noiſe, 
and Don Raphael or ſome other defender of the fair 
ſex come to their aſliſtance, I took care not to yield to 
the temptation, and thought it would be better to dif> 
ſemble, and take Fabt icio's advice thereupon. I de- 


termined upon this laſt reſolution. In the mean time 


the old woman urged me to inform her about her 


neice's diſorder, I was not fool enough te confeſs 


that I did not know, but, on the contrary, affecting 


to be capable of it, ſaid gravely, in imitation of my 


maſter Signior Sangrado, that the patient's illneſs was 
owing to a want of perſpiration; that ſhe muſt beam» - 
mediately bled, evacuation being the er ſubllitute: of 
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tranſpiration. I alſo preſcribed her warm water, ; din 
1 550 thing according to our rules. 

Having greatly ſhortened my viſit, I went away 
to find Fabricio, whom I met at the door, going on 
an errand for his maſter. I related to him my new ad- 
venture, and aſked him if he thought it proper that I 


ſhould cauſe Camilla to be apprehended by the magiſ - 


trates. No, ſays he, by no means, that will not be the 


way to recover thy ring again. Thoſe ſort of people 
hate to make reſtitutiens.. Do you remember the pri- 
ſon of Aſtorga, what became of your horſe, cloaths, 


and money? Did they not keep all? We muſt rather 


make uſe of our own induſtry to get thy diamond a- | 


gain. I will contrive ſome ſtratagem for that purpoſe, 
and will confider of it in my way to the hoſpital, where 


\ I have a ſhort meſſage to the purveyor from my ma- 
ſter. Go to the tavern, and be not impatient, for. in 


a why hn ſhort time I will meet you there. 


However, I had waited three hours at the 3 
vous before he came. He was ſo diſguiſed that I did 


not know him at firſt; for beſides changing his habit, 
and tying up his hair, half of his face was covered with 
a falſe muſtachio. He had provided himſelf with a 


great ſword, the hilt of which was at leaſt three feet 
in circumference, and marched at the head of five men, 


wearing alſo rapiers and thick muftachios, and ſeemed 
as reſolute as himſelf. Signior Gil Blas, your ſervant, 


ſays he accoſting me; you ſee an alguazil of a new 
make, and theſe brave people who accompany me are, 


ferjeants of the ſame ſtamp: take us to the woman 


who has ſtolen your diamond, and be aſſured that we 
will preſently make her reſtore it. At this diſcourle | 
I embraced Fabricio, who informed me of the ſtratar | 


gem he intended to uſe for me, and aſſured him that 


Tapproved highly of the expedient which he had con 


"4 
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trived to put in execution ſor me. 1 ee - 4 


counterfeit ſerjeants,'who were two barber's boys, and 
y three valets of his acquaintance, whom he had engaged 
5 for that purpoſe. + I ordered wine to be brought, that 


dee brigade might drink, and we went all together im- 
I mediately to Camilla's, where: we arrived juſt about 
co W tvilight. We knocked at the door, which we found 
ſhut: the old woman came to open it, and taking my 


je MW 2ttendants for officers, who; never came there without 
: 2 cauſe, was greatly affrighted. Do not be aftaid, 


FJ good mother, ſays Fabricio to her, we ate only come 
here abaut a fmall affair, which will ſoon. be determi- 
„ ned. At theſe” words we advanced, and entered the 
8 ſick perſon's chamber, conducted by the old woman, 
10 who walked before us, lighting us along with a candle 
5 in a ſilver candleſtick. I took the candle in m hand, ], 
. and went to the bed - ſide, and letting Camilla ſef m̃̃m,/ 
« face, ſaid, Treacherous woman, behold the too credus "i 
lous Gil Blas, whom you have cheated. Ahl wretch, 
have I met with you at laſt? The corregidor has recei» 
ved my complaint, and has ordered this alguazil to ar- 23 
reſt you. Come, Mr. Officer, ſays I to Fabricio, o 
your duty. There is no occaſion, anſwered he, raiſing 
his voice, to put me in mind of doing that. I will 
take hold of that creature there. I have had her name 
down in my memorandum-book with red letters; Riſe, - 
Madam, added he, make haſte to put on your cloaths; 
I will ſerve you as an uſher, and conduct you to the 
city jail, if it be agreeable to ou. N 
Camilla, fick as ſhe was, as ſoon. a8 1 A theſe ? 

words, and perceived. that the two ſerjeants with great 
whiſkers were preparing to take her out of bed byforce, 
raiſed herſelf up, claſping her hands in a ſuppliant 
manner, and looking at me with terror deſcribed. in 
ber countenance, n Gil I ſaid ſhe, have com- 


: 
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paſſion on me, I intreat you by che ene th 


whom you owe your birth. Althougb Lam very cu. 


pable, 1 am yet more unhappy. Iwill reſtore you vont 
Ting, therefore do not ruin me. - After The had thus 
Tpoke, ſhe took the ring off her finger, and gave it to 
me. But Lanfwered; that I would not be content with 
my ring alone, that ſhe muſt alſo reſtore me the thou. 
ſand ducats which ſhe had ftoten' from me in my fur. 
niſhed lodging. Oh! Signior, ſaid the, do not demand 


them of me; the traitor Don Raphael took them away : 


that very night, and F have never ſeen hinifinee; | My 
little eng, lad Fabrieio, doſt thou think a bare pre. 
tence that thou haſt not the ſpoil is ſuſficient\to eleat 


thee? Lou wilt not get off fo, Jaſſure you. 12 ds fun 


ficient as you are one of Don Raphael's zecomplices; 
- that you give an account of your paſt life. Tou have, 
no doubt, many things on your conſcience; vou will 
pleaſe therefore to come to priſon, and there make a 
general confeſſion. Iwill alſo take there, eominiied. 


he, this good old woman, for I judge that fhe knows's | 


number of curious ſtories, which Monſiei eur the corte 
gidor will not be ſorry to her. 


The two women at theſe words did «ar they ouſt | 


to ſoften us; they filled the chamber with cries and ia: 
mentations. While the old woman was on her knees, 


one while before the alguazil, and another before bis 


attendants, endeavouring to move their compaſſion, Ca · 


milla, in the moſt affectionate manner, begged me to 
ſave her from the hands of juſtice. I feigned to relentt | 


Mr. Officer, faid I to the fon of Nunnez, I am content, 
fince I have got my ring. I do not defire chat ven 


ſhould put this woman to any further trouble, and 


would not be the death of a finner. Do not tell mee 
your humanity, replied he, I have ſomething elſe to 


think of; I muſt acquit myfelf of my commiſhon. 9 
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was expreſly ordered to apprehend theſe 8 3 
Monſieur the corregidor wants to make examples ef 


them. For heaven's ſake, ſays I, have ſome regard to 


my prayer, and relax yourſelf a little in your duty in 


{avour of the preſent which theſe ladies will offer you 
Oh! that is another affair, ſaid be; that is a figure f 
rhetoric which is well placed. Come, let us ſee what 
they will give me. I have, ſays Camilla, a pearl neck-. 
Jace, and two ear- rings worth a good deal. Tes, but, = 
faid he interrupting her, if they comet from the Philip- | 
pine iſlands, I will have nothing todo with them. Tou 
may be certain they are right, ſaid ſhe, 1 warrant they 
are genuine. At the fame time ſhe defired che ed 
woman to bring a little box, out of which the took the 
necklace and ear-rings, and gave them both to the al- 
guazil. Although he was not a better judge of ru- 
bies than myſelf, he did not in the leaſt doubt but 
that the diamonds which the ear · rings were made 6f 


were genuine, as well as the pearls of the necklaces _ 


After having conſidered them attentively, he ſaid; 
They appear pretty good, and if you will add the ſil- 
rer candleſtick which Gil Blas has in his hand, 1 wilt 
not anſwer for my fidelity. I do not think, ſaid 1 to 
Camilla, that you will break off ſo advantageous an ac- 
commodation for-a triſſe. As ſoon as I had pronoun 
ced theſe words, I took the candle out, and delivered 
the candleſtick to Fabricio, who being contented with 

what he had got, perhaps becauſe he did not perceive | 

any thing more in the room which could eafily be car- 
ried off, ſaid to the women, Farewell, be caſy, T will. 
ſpeak to the corregidor, and repreſent you to him whi-' 
ter than ſnow. We know how to turn things as we. 


chuſe, and never make faithful reports, but when MS. 


are hs} no ener to | make ran ones. 


112 lh HE ADVENT VABs. 


I - 


ds AN BO AN A AO Bo A —— 
bo _CHAFP. ., 0008 
The Contlufia of the Recovery of the Ring. Gil Blar 


abandons Phyſic, and gors from. V alladolid. | 


\ABRICI O's ** being thus executed: we lef 
Camilla's houſe, applauding ourſelves for the 
* which was- beyond our expectation, for we 
reckoned. upon nothing but the ring. However, we 
took the reſt as we could get it, and inſtead of making 


we had done a meritorious action. When we had got 
into.the ftreet, Fabricio ſays to us, Gentlemen, I am 
of opinion that the beſt thing is to go back to the ta- 
vern, and be jovial all night. To-morrow-we. will 
diſpoſe of the ear · rings, necklace, and candleſtick, 
and divide the money amongſt us like brothers, after 
which each of us ſhall return home, and make as good 
an excuſe as poſſible to our maſters. .. The alguazils 
propoſal appeared to be very judicious to us: we fe- 
turned to the tavern, fome thinking that they could ea» 
ſily contrive an excuſe for being out all night, and o- 


thers not caring whether their maſters turned themes | 


or not. | 
We made them get ready a good Fannin — ſat 


down with as much appetite as good humour. We 


were very agreeable all the while, and particularly Fa- 


bricio, who knew how to keep up converſation, and 


entertained the whole company. There eſcaped him 
innumerable ſtrokes. of Caſtilian wit, equal to the an- 
tient Attic. But while we were in the midſt of ous 
mirth, all on a ſudden. our joy was diſturbed. by an un- 


foreſeen event. While we were at ſupper, a man ds 


a ſcruple of having robbed the courtezans, we thought 


; | NS | 3 1 2 F 
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pretty good appearance entered the room, Atended by 


two others of a very bad aſpect. After theſe'three | 


others appeared, and we reckoned no leſs than twelve 
who entered in this manner, armed with carbines, 


ſwords, and. bayonets. We ſoon ſaw that they were 


the watch, and it was not difficult to gueſs what they 


were come about. We had a deſign at firſt to refill, 


but they inſtantly ſurrounded us, and kept us in awe, as 
well in refpect to their number as fire-arms., | Gentle» 
men, ſays the commander of them with a bantering air, 
I know by what an ingenious artifice you have lately 


taken a ring from a certain ſhe adventurers; it was ex- 
cellently done, and deſerves a public recompenlſe, 


which you will no doubt meet with. Juſtice, who 


| has provided a lodging for you in her on houſe, will 
not fail torecompenſe you for ſuch a fine effort of ger 


nius. All thoſe to whom this diſcourſe was addreſſe 


were very much diſconcerted. We changed colour, 


and were poſſeſſed in our turn with the ſame fear with 
which we had inſpired Camilla. Fabricio however, 
although he looked pale and diſmayed, wanted to juſ- 


tify what we had dene. Signior, ſaid he, we had no 


bad intention, and conſequently ought to be pardoned 
for this little trick. What the devil! replied the cap- 


tain in a paſſion, do you call this a little trick? Do not 
you know that it is a hanging affair? For beſi es that 


it is not allowed to any one to take juſtice for himſelf, 


you have carried off a necklace, candleſtick, and dia- 
mond ear- rings, which were not your own; d what - 


is ſtill worſe, in order to accompliſh the robbery, you 


diſguiſed yourſelves like ſerjeants. Raſcals! to ap- 
- Pear like honeſt men to do miſchief.. I ſhall think you 
very happy, if you get off without being hanged. When 


he had made us underſtand that it was a more ſerious. 


1 


aſſair than we imagined it to be, we fell at his fcet, and. ' 
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7 | begged him to have compaſſion ow our youths but be 
would not regard out intreaties. He rejected the pro- 


poſal we made to give him the ear-rings, candleſtick, 
and necklace. He even would not accept of my ring, 
perbaps becauſe it was offered in company. In ſhom, 
he was quite inexorable; he made my companions be 


diſarmed, and carried us all to the city jail. As they 
were conducting us thither, one of his ſerjeants infor- 
med me that the old woman who lived with Camilla, 


having ſuſpected us not to be the real officers belong - 
ing to the court of juſtice, had followed us to the tas 
vern; and her ſuſpicions being there confirmed, i in or- 
der to be revenged of us, ſhe informed b cn ol | 


- the watch of the' whole affair. 


They immediately ſtript us of every thing, and y 


ear-rings, candleſtick, and necklace went among the 
. reſt. They took from me alſo my ring, together with | 


the ruby of the Philippine iſlands, which I unluckily : 
had'in my pocket. Nay, they did not fo much as leave 
me the reals which I had received that day by my pre- 
feriptions: which proved to me that the officers of juſ - 
tice at Valladolid were as expert in their office as thoſe 


at Aſtorga, and that the behaviour of theſe gentlemen 


was pretty uniform. Whilſt they ſtripped me of my 


money and jewels, the officer of the watch related our 


adventure to the magiſtrates; and the affair appeared 
to them fo extraordinary, that the generality of them 
thought we deſerved the moſt ſevere puniſhment. O- 
thers more tender-hearted, imagined that we might 
come off for two hundred laſhes, and a few. years ſer- 
vice at ſea We were locked up in a dungeon, until 
the corregidor ſhould think proper to decide our affair. 
We lay there upon ſtraw, which was not ſo well ſtrew-! 


ed as that in a ſtable in which horſes are littered. We 


might have ſtaid there long enough, and never have! 
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come out but to have gone to the galleys, if Gignior 


and determined to get Fabricio out of priſon, which 
he could not do without obtaining an enlargement for 
us all. He was a man greatly eſteemed in the city, 
and was not ſparing of ſolicitations; what by his o.] n 
credit, and that of his friends, he ſet us at liberty at 
the end of three days But we did not come out of 
the place as we entered; the candleſtick, ear - rings, 
necklace, and ruby were all detained there. This 
made me remember thoſe verſes © S W Nw 
gin with Sic voc non vobis, &c. 5 
As ſoon as we were at liberty we went backd to our 
maſters. I was kindly received by Doctor Sangrado. 
My poor Gil Blas, ſays he to me, I did not hear of thy 
diſgrace before this morning, and was juſt going to fon, 
licit vigorouſly for thee. Thou muſt comfort thyſelf 
for this accident, my friend, and attach thyſelf more 


| than ever to phyſic. I anſwered that I defigned to do 
ſo, and indeed I»thought of nothing elſe. Inſtead of 


our buſineſs being flack, it happened, as my maſter had 
lo-happily foretold, that he had abundance of patients, 
owing to the ſmall pox and putrid fever reigning in 
the city and ſuburbs. All the phyſicians i in Vallado- 
lid had plenty of practice, and we in particular. We 


viſited each of us eight or ten patients every day: con- 


ſequently there was a great deal of blood taken, and 


much water drank. But I cannot tell how it happen- 
ed, they all died; their diſtempers were either incu- 


rable, or we treated them very badly. We ſeldom vi- 
ſited the ſame patient thrice. At the ſecond we learn - 
ed that he was either going to be buriedy or was juſt 
a dying. As I was but a young phyſician, and not e- 
nough hardened for murders, J was afflicted at ſo ma- 
ny events, which- might be imputed to me. Sir, ſaid 
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that I have exactly followed your method, and yet all 
my patients die. One would imagine that they took 
pleaſure in dying to diſcredit our practice; I met two 
this afternoon carrying to the grave. Child, ſays be, 


I could tell thee almoſt the ſame thing: I have not 
often the ſatisfaction of curing the people who fall in · 
to my hands, and if I was not very certain of the prin- 

ciples which I follow, I ſhould think that my. reme- 


dies were contrary to almoſt all the diſeaſes which I 


| have treated. If you will take my advice, Sir, ſaid I, 
ve will alter our method, and give our patients ſome 
chymical preparations out of curioſity. The worlt that 


can happen is that they will produce the ſame effect as 
our bleedings and hot water. I would willingly make 
a tryal, ſays he, if it would not produce a bad-conſe- 


quence; but I have publiſhed a book, wherein I have 


boaſted of the frequent bleeding and drinking of hot 


water, and you would not certainly have me decry my 


own work. You are in the right, ſaid I, you mult not 
give your enemies an opportunity to triumph over you, 
They will ſay that you have allowed yourſelf to be un- 


deceived. They will ruin your reputation, therefore | 


rather let the people, nobility and clergy periſh, and 
we will go on in our old cuſtom. Aſter all, notwith- 
ſtanding the averſion which our brethren have for 
bleeding, they perform no greater miracles than we, 
and I think their drugs are little better than our 10 
fics. 

We therefore continued « our old praftice, and pro- 


ceeded in it, in ſuch a manner that in leſs than fix 


weeks we made as many orphans and widows as the 
Gege of Troy. There was ſuch a number of funerals, 


that one would have imagined the plague: was in Val» 
ladolid. Fathers were continually coming to our houle, 
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„ an account of their ſons whom we had rob- 


bed them of, or uncles to upbraid us with their ne- 
As for the ſons and nephews whoſe 
fathers and gs Sr fared the worſe for our medicines, 


phews deaths. 


they never appeared to complain. The huſbands were 


alſo very diſcreet, they did not come to ſcold us for 
the loſs of their wives. The afflifted perſons whoſe 


reproaches it was neceſſary to bear, were ſometimes - 
very outrageous in their grief, and called us blockheads 


and aſſaſſins. They did not ſpare me in particular. 
I was moved with their epithets; but my maſter, who 
had been accuſtomed to it, was not at all out of hu- 
mour. I might perhaps in time have uſed myſelf to 
them as well as he, if heaven, doubtleſs to take away 
one of the moſt ſevere ſcourges of the-ſick people ar 
Valladolid, had not given me a diſguſt to n 
I practiſed ſo unſucceſsfully. 

There happened to be a tennis- -court near our Ns 


where the idle people in the city daily aſſembled, and f 
among the reſt was one who ſet up for judge and bul- 


ly of the place. He was of Biſcay, and his name Don 
Rodriguez de Mondragon. He appeared to be about 
thirty, not very tall, but lean, ſparkling and ſtrong; 
beſides two ſmall eyes, which rolled in his head, and 
threatned every body he looked at; a flat noſe, which 
hung over a red muſtachio, that curled to his very 
temples. He had ſuch a rough and paſſionate way of 
ſpeaking, that he frightened every body. This bully 
had made himſelf tyrant of the tennis · coutt. He jud- 
ged imperiouſly of all the diſputes that happened a» 


mongſt the players, and there was no appealing from 


his judgment, unleſs one wanted to run the riſk of a 


challenge. Such a one as J have juſt deſcribed was this 


Signior Don Rodriguez, who, notwithſtanding he pur 
a Don to his name, was on better than a butcher, who 
Vor. J. 25 1 
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my preſcriptions were ſufhcient to make it one, ſo that 


to neglect it, filled me with trouble and fear; J conti- 


my embroidered coat again, and after having bid adiet 
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had gained the affection of the miſtreſs of the tennis 
court. She was a widow about forty years of age, rich, 


and pretty agreeable. Her huſband had been dead a- 


bout fifteen months. I cannot think how ſhe could be 
ſond of this bully, certainly it could not be for bis 
beauty; ſhe muſt have ſeen ſomething in him which 
nobody elſe did. Be it as it will, ſhe had a paſſion 
for him, and determined to marry him. But in the 
time that ſhe was preparing to conſummate that affair, 
ſhe fell ill, and unhappily for her I became her phyſi- 
cian. If her diſorder had not been a malignant fever, 


I filled the tennis-court with mourning in four days, 
The miſtreſs of it went the fame way I ſent all my pa- 
tients, and her relations took poſſeſſion of her eſtate. 
Don Rodriguez, in deſpair for the loſs of his miſtreſs, 
or rather in the expectation of ſo advantageous a match, 
did not content himſelf with-throwing his fire and 
flames at me, but ſwore, that as ſoon as he met with 
me, he would run me throvgh the body. A charita- 
ble neighbour informed me of his oath, and adviſed 
me not to go from home, for fear of meeting with this 
Geviliſh man. This advice, although I had no defire 


nually imagined that I ſaw the furious Biſeayen enter 
our houſe, and could not be a moment at reſt. © This 
gave me a diſtaſte againſt phyſic, and I thought of no- 
thing but freeing mylelf of my uneaſineſs. I put on 


to my maſter, who could not retain me, I departed 


from the city at the break of day, not without being 
afraid of meeting with Don Rodriguez in my way. 
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CHAP. VI. 


What Road he took when he [et Joe” from Valladolid, and 
_ what Perſon he joined on the Road. 


Walked as quick as poſhble, often looking behind 
me to ſee if this terrible Biſcayen was not follow- 
ing me, My imagination was ſo full of him, that 1 
felt my heart every moment throb with fear; however, 
when I had gone about a league, I plucked up my cou- 
rage, and continued my journey at an eaſier rate to- 
wards Madrid, where I intended to go. I ſhould have 
left Valladolid without regret, had in not been for the 
leaving Fabricio, my dear Pylades, whom I had not 
had an opportunity of bidding farewell. I was not in the 
leaſt ſorry for having renounced phyſic; on the con- 
trary, I aſked pardon of God for having practiſed it at 
all. Ididnotfail however to count with pleaſure the mo- 
ney I had in my pockets, tho? it was the falary for my 
murders, I reſembled thoſe women who ceale to be 
libertines, but always keep the money they have made 
by it. I bad reals pretty near to the value of five du- 
cats, That was all my riches. I promiſed myſelf that 
that would take me to Madrid, where I did not doubt. 
of getting, a good place. Beſides, I had a great deſire 
of being in that ſuperb city, which I had heard ſo much 
boaſted, as being an epitome of all the wonders in che TD 
world, 

While I was meditating on what I had heard of i "4 
and amuſing myſelf with the pleaſures I ſhould find 
here, L heard the voice of a man finging, coming be- 

ind me, He had a Cnaplack on his back, A * 
4 | - e 
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hanging about his neck, and a long ſword by his ſide. 
He went ſo quick, that he ſoon joined me. It was 
one of the journeymen barbers who had been in priſon 
with me, about the adventure of the ring. Notwith- 
ſtanding the change of dreſs, we immediately knew one 
another, and were amazed to meet ſo unexpectedly. I 
teſtified to him how glad I was of having him for a com- 
panion on the road, and on his fide he appeared to 
be pleafed with ſeeing me again. I informed him why 
I had abandoned Valladolid, and he on his part told 
me that he had a quarrel with his maſter, and that 
they had reciprocally bid one another an eternal adieu. 
If I had choſe, added he, to have had ſtaid at Vallado- 
lid any longer, I could have had the choice of ten 
ſhops, for I may ſay without vanity, that there is not a 
barber in Spain who can handle a razor or curl a mu- 


ſtachio better than me. But I could not reſiſt the great 


deſire Ihad of returning to my own country, from whence 
I have been abſent ten years. I want to breathe my na- 
tive air a little, and know in what ſituation my rela- 
tions are. I will be with them in two days, for they 
live at Olmedo, a large ng on this fide of veg 
via. 
determined to accompany the barber chin * go 
from thence to Segovia, and get ſome convenience to 
convey myſelf to Madrid. As we continned our jour- 
ney, we talked of indifferent things. He was a good- 
humoured young man, and very witty ; after we had 
had an hour's converſation, he alked me if I was not 
hungry. I anſwered, that he ſhould ſee that at the 


firſt inn we came to. Let us not wait for that, ſays 


he, IJ have ſomething in my budget to breakfaſt on. 
When I travel I always take care to lay in a ſtock of 
proviſions; I do not load myſelf with ſuch uſeleſs bag 
Lage as cloiths and linen; I put nothing in it but f- 


0 = HN 


zors, waſh - balls, and proviſions fot the mouth. I praiſed 
his prudence, and conſented to do as he propoſed. I 


was very hungry, and determined to make a good meal on 


my comrade's cargo, after what he had ſaid of it. We 


went a little out of the highway, in order to ſit upon 
the graſs, where my friend the barber pulled out his 
provender which“ conſiſted of five or fix onions, and 


a few cruſts of bread and cheeſe; but what he valued hmi: 


ſelf on was a ſmall bottle full, as he ſaid, of ſine wine. 


Though our entertainment was not very delicate, we 
were both of us extremely hungry, which made us re- 
liſh it very well. We emptied the bottle, which held 
about two pints, and did not contain any thing worth 
boaſting ſo much of. After we had thus breakfaſted 
we got up, and proceeded on our journey with good 


ſpirits. Fabricio had informed the barber that I had met 


with many ſtrange adventures, and he wanted to hear 
them from myſelf. I thought I could not refuſe a per- 
ſon any thing who had treated me ſo well; - I fatished 


his curioſity, and defired him to oblige me with the hiſ-- 


tory of his life. My hiſtory, ſays he, is not worth re- 
lating, it contains nothing but plain facts. Never- 
theleſs, ſince we have nothing better to diſcourſe of, T 
will relate it to you ſuchas it is. 80 OY he thus 
began. N i 


TON 


C 4 A P. VII. 
The Hi iftory of the Journeyman. Barber. 


MI ihe Fernand Perez de la Fuenta x 3 


love to trace things from the beginning) after 

having been fifty years a barber in the village of Ol- 

medo, died, enn behind him four ſons. The eldeſt; 
; 73 
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W named Nicolas, took poſſeſſion of his ſhop, and ſue. M 7 
1 ceeded him in his profeſſion. Bertrand, who was the 0 
| ſecond, wanting to have à trade, became a mercer, n 
* | - Ry the third, became a ſchool-maſter, and as for u 
„ the faurth, whoſe name was Pedro, who had a genius Y 
| for the belles lettres, he ſold a ſmall piece of land which MW = 
ſl 1 he had, and went to live at Madrid. The three other 0 
1 brothers did not ſeparate, they remained at Olmedo, and c 
1 married huſbandmen's daughters, who did not bring * 
| them much money, but inſtead of that bleſſed them M f. 
$ with plenty of children, They ſeemingly outvied one Jc 
14 another in getting them. My mother, who was wife le 
1 of the barber, in five years after her marriage brougbt ſc 
1 fix into the world. I was one of the number. My fa. m 
5 ther taught me to ſhave when Iwas very young, and 
uw when I was fifteen year of age, he put this knapſack at 
5 on my ſhoulders, and a long ſword to my ſide, and ſaid M 3 
„ f to me, Go, Diego, thou art now in a condition to get Ic 
IN thy bread; go and ſee the country, it will teach thee ſo 
| 5 thy buſineſs better than ſtaying at home, and return not 80 
| till thou haſt made the tour of Spain. Let me not MW pt 
W ſo much as hear thee named till thou haſt done that. J 
8 As ſoon as he had faid theſe words, he embraced me, W 
3 and turned me out of the houſe. | =—_ 
.vF Such was the parting I had from my father. As ex 
1 for my mother, who was not quite ſo rude in her be- 80 
| haviour, ſhe appeared ſorry at my departure the tears H 
wo trickled down her cheeks, and ſhe ſlipt a ducat into my 1 
Wl | hand. T thus ſet off from Olmedo, and took the road di 
we || to Segovia. Ihad not gone far, before I ſtopt ro examine 
A my knapſack; I had a great deſire to ſee the contents 
xt of it, and know exactly what I was in poſſeſſion of. | 
i#f i found a razor-caſe in it, with two razors, which 
W. ſeemed to have ſhaved ten generations, it was fo mueh 
1 worn, a leather to ſet them upon, and a bit of ſoap» 
| 
1 . 
1 
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There was likewiſe a new convas ſhirt and an old pair 
of ſhoes, which had been my father's, and what gave 
me more pleaſure than all the reſt, twenty reals wrapt - 
up in an old linen rag. This was my ſtock; by which 
you may judge that Mr. Nicolas the barber relied very 
much on my dexterity, fince he gave me ſo fmall aftock . 
of every thing. Nevertheleſs, the poſſeſſion of one du- 
cat and twenty reals cannot fail of pleaſing a young man 
who had never had ſo much money. I thought my 
finances would be inexhauſtible, and continued my 
journey, tranſported with joy, every now and then 
looking at my ſword, which hung at my fide, and was 
ſometimes like to overturn. me by * = between 
my legs. | 

Igotto Antlaquia nes chaenigh t, very hungry; llodged | 
at an inn, and with an air of authority, as if I had been 
a perſon of fortune, ordered ſupper. Aſter my land- 
lord had viewed me ſome time, and obſerved what a 
ſort of a perſon he had to deal with, he ſaid, Young 
gentleman, you ſhall be pleaſed and uſed like a 
prince. He then ſhewed me into a little room, where 
I had about half an hour after an old rabbit brought me, 
which I do not in the leaſt: doubt had been the mo- 
ther of many that had been ragouts laſt year. This 
excellent diſh was accompanied with ſome wine, ſo 
good, as he ſaid, that the king could not drink better. 
However, I perceived it was very ſour, notwithſtand- 
ing he praiſed it ſo much; but I ſwallowed it as gree - 
dily as I did the rabbit, which went down in whole 
pieces, being too tough to be diſpatched by the teeth. 
To compleat my treatment likea prince, I was conduct 


ed to a bed more fuitable to; keep a man awake than 


aſleep. As ſhort as F was myſelf, I could not ſtretch ; 
out my legs, it was ſo ſhort. Beſides, it had only a 
bad flock bed inſtead of a feather bed, and was covered 
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with a doubled ſheet, which ſince it had been laſt waſh- 
ed had ſerved a hundred different travellers. _ Neyer. 
theleſs, thanks to my youth and conſtitution, I ſlept 


ſoundly all night, notwithſtanding I had eat ſo hear- 
tily of the old coney, and drank ſo much of the delici- 


ous wine my landlord boaſted of. 

The next day, after I bad breakfaſted, and wand well 
for my good cheer, I proceeded on my journey, and 
got ſafely to Segovia, and had the good luck on my 
fiſt arrival to be employed in a ſhop for my board and 
lodging. Lonly ſtayed here fix months; I was ſeduced 
by a journeyman barber with whom! was acquainted, 
who wanted. to ſee Madrid, and we ſet off together 
for that city. I eaſily got a place there on the ſame 
terms as at Segovia. It was a much-frequented ſhop, 
being ſituated near the church of St. Creſs and the 
prince's theatre. My maſter's two journeymen and I 
were ſcarce ſufficient to ſhave them. I ſaw people of 
all ranks, and among others authors and players. One 


day two of the former happening to be together in our 


ſhop, began to talk of the poetry and poets of the tame, 
and hearing my uncle's name mentioned, I liſtened 
more attentively to what they ſaid. Don Juan de Zavale- 
ta, ſaid one of them, is, in my opinion, an author whom 
the public ought to take no notice of; he is without 
both fire and fancy, his laſt piece is intolerable. And 
pray, ſaid the other, what is Louis Vellez de Guevan 
worth?” did any body ever ſee ſuch ſtuff? They then 
mentioned a number of other poets, whoſe names I have 


forgotten. I only mind that they ſpoke diſreſpeQtfuliy 


of them all except my uncle, of whom they made ho: 
nourable mention, and agreed that he was a man of 
merit. Yes, Don Pedro de le Fuenta 1s an excellent 
author, ſays one of them. There is a great deal 8 


pleaſantry in his works, which makes them agrees 
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fatyrical. Iam not ſurprized that both cha; court and 
town Are fond of him, and that he has ſeveral ſalaries 
from the grandees. He has got a good parcel of mo- 
ney from them. He lives with the duke de _ = 
Celi. He ſpends nothing, and mult be rich. ; 
1 took care not to loſe a word of what the poets: ſaid 
of my uncle; we had heard at home, that he made a 
noiſe in Madrid by his writings; ſome people Who 
travelled thro' Olmedo informed us of it; but as We 
had never heard from him, and as he ſeemed to be 
eaſy about us, we were as indifferent about him. 1 
determined however not to let ſlip ſuch an opportunity, 
but to make myſelf known to him, as ſoon as I heard 
that he was in good circumſtances, and knew where he 
lived. One thing a little perplexed me, the authors 
called him Don Pedro. This Don gave me ſome un- 
eaſineſs. I was afraid it might not be my uncle, but 
ſome other poet. Nevertheleſs I was reſolved to go 
and ſee whether it was bim or not: I did not know but 
| he might have become a gentleman as well as a wit. 
For this intent, 1 drefſed myſelf one morning as well 
as poſſible, and, with my maſter's permiſſion, went to 
ſee him, not a little proud of beingthe nephew of a per- 
ſon who had by his genius got ſuch a reputation. Bar- 
bers of all people in the world are not the leaſt ſuſcep- 
tible of vanity, therefore I began to conceivea great opt= 
nion ofmyſelf, and walking with an haughty air, enquir- 
ed where the dukede Medina Celi lived. WhenIcame 
to the gate I told the porter that I wanted to ſpeak with 
Don Pedro de la Fuenta. As ſoon as the porter heard 
him named, he pointed toa little ſtair-caſe at the further 
end of a court, and ſaid, Go up thoſe ſtairs, and knock at 
the firſt door on the right hand. I did as he ordered me, 
and a young man coming out, I aſked him, if Signior 
Don TO de la Fuenta lodged there? Yes, anſwered 
F 5 
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he, but he cannot be ſpoke with at preſent.” I ſhould be 
glad to ſpeak with him, ſaid I, becauſe bring him news 
from his friends. I could not, replied he, at preſent in- 
troduce you to him, altho? you brough thim news from 
the Pope, for he is ſtudying, and when that is the caſe, one 
muſt have a care of diſturbing him: he cannot be ſeen 


till noon, ſo that you may goand return again at that time. 


Il went from thence into the city, and walked about, 
contemplating on the reception I ſhould have from my 
uncle, who I thought would be very glad to ſee me. 
I judged of him by myſelf, and expected that we ſhould 
bave a very joyful meeting. I returned to his lod- 
gings at the appointed time. You are come, ſaid his 
valet, in the very nick of time, for my maſter was juſt 

going out. Stay a, little, and I will let him know you 

are here. He left me in the antichamber, and im- 
mediately came back and eonducted me to his maſter, 
who had ſuch a reſemblance of our family, that I im- 
mediately knew him. I thought it was my very uncle 
Thomas, whom I had left at home, he was ſo like him, 
] with the moſtprofound reſpect ſaluted him and inform- 
ed him that I was the ſon of Mr. Nicolas de la Fuenta, 
barber at Olmedo; that I had been three weeks in Ma- 
- drid following the ſame trade as a journeyman, andthat 
I intended to make the tour of Spain to improve my- 
ſelf. I perceived my uncle muſed while I fpoke. It 
was evident that he was conſidering whether he ſhould 
diſown me for his nephew, or ſhake me off in as dex: 
terous à manner as poſhble. He choſe the latter, 
and affecting to ſmile, ſaid, Well, friend, how do th 

father and uncle do, how does it go with them? I then 
began to deſcribe the copious propagationofour family; 
1] told him all the children's names, both male and 
female, and added their godfathers' and godmothersy' 1 
the lift. He did not ſeem to intereſt himſelf in what 
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p ſaid, and when I had ended, Diego, ſaid he, I ap- 


prove mightily of thy reſolution of travelling the country 
to perfect thyſelf in thy profeſſion, and would adviſe 


thee as ſoon as poſſible to leave Madrid. It is a de- 


ſtructive place for youth, child, thou wilt be ruined 
here. It will be better for thee to go and reſide in 
ſome of the other cities of the kingdom, where people 
are not ſo corrupt. Go then, continued he, and when 
thou art ready to ſet out come to me again. I will 
give thee a piſtole to bear thy expences thro” Spain. 
As ſoon as he had ſaid theſe words, he gently puſhed-m me 
out of the room, and. bid me of 

I had not the ſenſe to fee that he wanted me hes 


from Madrid. IL went back to our ſhop, and related 


what had paſſed to my maſter. He knew no more of 
Don Pedro's intention, than I did myſelf. I am not 
of your uncle's. way of thinking), ſaid he, I think you 
ſhould rather ſettle in this city, than run rambling about 
the country. As he is acquainted with ſo many great 
folks, he can. eaſily get you a place in ſome good fa- 
mily, and put you in- a- way to make your fortune. I 


was pleaſed. with this diſcourſe, and in two days after - 


returned again tomy uncle's, to propoſe to him that 
he ſhould-do his endeavours to- get mie into ſome no- 
bleman's family. But he did not at allapprove of this 


.Propoſal.. A vain. man, who every day dined either 


with one great perſon or other, was not willing that 
his nephew ſhould fit with the ſervants while he dined 
with their maſters. Little Diego would have made 
Don Pedro bluſh. . Therefore he fell upon me, and 
Teproved me with a furious look. How, you little 
-Taſcal you, will you quit your trade? What idle people 
have been giving you ſuch pernicious counſel? get 
from me immediately, and never let me ſee thee again, 
or I will make thee be chaſtiſed as thou deſerveſt. 1 heſe 
2M 6 | 
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words confounded me, and ſtill more the tone in which 
my uncle ſpoke them. I withdrew with tears in 
eyes, very much vexed that he ſhould uſe me ſo ill. 
But having naturally good ſpirits, I ſoon gave over 
weeping. My grief turned to indignation, and I de- 
termined to take no further notice of this unkind re- 
lation, having hitherto lived without his aſſiſtance. 

I now thought of nothing but making myſelf per- 
fect in my buſineſs. I was very diligent all day, and in 
the evening amuſed myſelf with learning to play on 
the guitar. My maſter for that inſtrument was an 


old Signior Eſcudero, whom I ſhaved, He had been 


formerly a choiriſter in a cathedral. His name was 
Marcos d' Obregon. He was a ſage perſon, and had 
as much wit as experience. He was as fond of me as 
if I had been his own child. He was gentleman» 
uſher to a doQtor's wife who lived near our houſe. 
When we had done work I went to him every night, 
and we two fitting on the threſhold of the door made 
a little concert, which was not at all diſagreeable to 
thoſe that heard us. We pleaſed in particular Donna 
Margellina, the doctor's wife, who was accuſtomed to 
come into the entry to hear us, and ſometimes made 
us give her ſome encores when any airs. pleaſed her. 
Her huſband was as well pleaſed with us as ſhe was, 
He was not the leaſt jealous of her, tho? he was a Spa: 
niard, and an old man. Beſides, his profeſſion took 
him up wholly; and as he uſed to teturn every night 
very weary from viſiting his patients, fo he went early 
to bed, and did not mind our ſerenading his wife, I 
is probable indeed he imagined our muſic was not es- 
pable of making any dangerous impreſſions upon her, 
and he confided too much in his wife's conduct to 
ſuſpect her. Margellina indeed was young and pretty, 


but withal ſo virtuous, that ſhe would ſcarcely allon} 
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2 man to look at her- She did not imagine there was 


any harm in hearkening to our muſic, and we might 
play or ſing as much as we eee We ſhe was not 
offended at it. 


As I came one croning cdethe 8 8 Fn in⸗ 
tending to play as uſual, I found the old gentleman- 


uſher waiting for me. He took me by the hand, and 


ſaid he wanted to take a walk with me before we began 5 


our concert. He then led me into a by-ſtreet, where 
imagining that we would be private enough, he in a 


melancholy tone thus ſpoke: Don Diego, I have ſome 


particular thing to tell you. My child, I am appre- 
henſive, that we ſhall both of us repent diverting our- 


ſelves with ſerenades every night at our maſter's door. - 


I have certainly a great regard for you. I am pleaſed 
that I have taught you to ſing and play on the guitar: 


but had I foreſeen the misfortune that threatens us, I 


would have choſen another place for us to practiſe our 
lefſons in. I was terrified with this diſcourſe, and 
begged that he would explain himſelf to me; for if we 
are in any danger, I ſhould be glad to get out of it as 
faſt as poſſible. I will inform you, ſaid he, what I have 


to ſay, and then you may comprehend the danger we 


are in. When I entred into the doctorꝰ's ſervice, which 
was about a year ſince, he ſaid to me one morning, 
preſenting me to his wife, Marcos, this is your miſtreſs; 
you are to attend her wherever ſhe goes. I was much 


taken with Donna Margellina, I thought her very hand- 


ſome, and was particularly delighted with her agree- 
able carriage. Signior, faid I to the doctor, I am too 


happy in ſerving ſo beautiful a lady. Margellina was 


not pleaſed with what I faid, and cried in a paſſion, 
you are a pretty fellow indeed, you take more upon 
you than becomes you; I will not allow ſuch things 


to be ſaid to me. Such cruel! words from ſo agree» 
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able a perſon greatly ſurprized me. I could not re. 
eoncile them to the ſoftneſs of her air. Her huſband 
was accuſtomed to them, and valued himſelf upon 
having a wife of ſo rare a character. He told me that 
his wife was a prodigy of virtue, and ſeeing ſhe was 
putting onher ſcarf, and making ready to go to church, 
he ordered me to attend her. No ſooner were we pot 
into the ſtreet, than, what is not extraordinary in ſuch 
caſes, ſeveral men ſmitten with Donna Margellina's 
beauty, paid her a great many compliments as the 
paſſed along. You cannot think how filly and fooliſh 
'the anſwers were which ſhe gave them. They were 
all ſurprized, and could not think that there was a wo- 
man in the world who was not fond of flattery. Ma-. 
dam, faid I to her, do not you hear what theſe gentle- 
men ſay to you? One had better not ſpeak at all than 
be in a paſſion. No, no, ſaid ſhe, I will let theſe in 
ſolent fellows ſee that Iam not a perſon who-willallow 
them to treat me with diſreſpect. In ſhort, ſhe was 
ſo impertinent, that I could not avoid informing her 
of my opinion of it, whether ſhe approved of it or not. 
I repreſented to her in as eaſy a manner as poſſible, 
that ſhe did not do juſtice to nature, and ruined a 
thouſand good qualities by her bad temper; that a po- 
lite good natured woman might make herſelf beloved, 
without the aid of beauty, whereas a beautiful woman 
would be deſpiſed, if good breeding and complaiſanee 
were a wanting. I ſaid a great deal more to her to 
the ſame purpoſe, calculated for the reforming of het 
behaviour. I was frightened that my miſtreſs would 
have been enraged at the freedom I took, and that ſhe 
would have ſeverely reproved me far it, but-ſhe bore 
vwith it, contenting herſelf with not minding whatInov 
ſaid, or at other times to the ſame pui poſe. 
At laſt 1 grew tired 'of adnioniſhing; her i in vain, and 
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left her to the: fiereandfe.of her nature. In the mean 
while, what do ye think? this ſavage diſpoſition, this - 


haughty woman, is quite changed within theſe two 
months. She is agreeable and civil to eyery body; ſhe is 
not the ſame Margellina that anſwered men ſo ſillily; 
ſhe now ſays the moſt obliging things in the world. 


She is fond of flattery, and likes to be told that ſhe is 
handſome, and that a man cannot with ſafety look at 


her. One can ſcarcely think how ſhe is altered; and 
what you ſhould be amazed at is, you. yourſelf are the 


reaſon of fo great a miracle: yes, my dear Diego, ſays 


he, it is you who have thus changed Donna Margel- 
lina; you have converted the tigreſs into a lamb; in 


ſhort, all her thoughts run upon you. I have more than 
once perceived it, and I am either unacquainted with 


what ſort of creatures women are, or ſhe is viglently 


in love with you. This, my boy, is the bad news I 


have to inform you of, and the troubleſome conjuncture 
we are fallen into. 0 

1 cannot think, replied I to the old ſquire, that we 
have ſo much reaſon to be grieved for this affair, or that 
it is unlucky for me to be admired by a pretty lady. 
Ah, Diego, ſaid. he, you talk like a filly young man; 
you look to nothing but the pleaſure, but I regard the 
trouble with which it is attended. It will all be diſ- 
covered at laſt. If you proceed ſinging, at our door, 


you will inflame Margellina ſtill more and more, and 
perhaps at laſt ſhe will become ſo weak as to let Dr. 
Oloroſo ſee it. Tho'.now, becauſe he thinks he has no 


Treaſon to be jealous, he appears very complaiſant, he 


will then become furious againſt thee, and revenge 


himſelf upon her, and in all probability neither you nor 
I may come off well on this occaſion. Why, Signior 


Marcos, ſaid I, your reaſons have convinced me, I will 


follow your advice. We have nothing to do, 1 he, 
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but to give over our concerts. Lou muſt not appear 


any more before my miſtreſs, ſhe will be quiet when 


ſhe does not ſee you. Stay at home, and 1 will come 


to you, and we may there play upon the guitar, with. 


ſhop, ſince I was ſo dangerous a perſon to be ſeen. 


out running any hazard. With all my heart, replied 
I, and I promiſe you never to come near your houſe 
again. Indeed I determined not to ſing at the Doe- 


tor's gate again, but for the future to keep cloſe to my 


However, in a little time honeſt Marcos found that 
the means he propoſed to extinguiſh Donna Margel- 


lina's flame had quite a contrary effect. The lady 
finding that we did not ſing for two nights ſucceſhvely, 
aſked him why we had given over our concert, and 
for what reaſon ſhe did not ſee me? He anſwered, that 
I was ſo engaged with my buſineſs, that I had nota 
minute to ſpare for amuſements. She appeared fatisfiel 


'with this excuſe, and ſupported my abſence pretty well 
for three days longer, but then at the end of that time 
ſhe loſt all patience, and ſaid to her gentleman- uſher, 
Marcos, you impoſe on me, there muſt be ſome other 


reaſon why Diego does not come hither. Inform me 


what it is, I order you, conceal nothing from me. 


found a new excuſe for him. Madam, ſaid I, ſince 


you will know the truth, T muſt inform you, that after 
we had been playing our concert, it often happened 
that the buttery has been locked up when he went 
home, and he has been obliged to go ſupperleſs to bed, 


How, ſupperleſs! cried ſhe in a rage. Why did not | 


you inform me of this ſooner? Poor' child, go im- 
mediately to him, and bring him hither this very night; 


he ſhall not go home ſupperleſs, I ſhall always take care 


4 


to have ſomething reſerved for him here. 
What is this 1 hear? ſaid the gentleman - uſhef, 


making as if he was amazed at her diſcourſe. Heavens 
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is it you, Madam, that talks after this manner? What 
an alteration is here! How long have you been ſo com- 
paſhonate ? How long! replied ſhe very haſtily; ever | 
fince you came into this houſe, or rather ever fince you * 
condemned me for my behaviour. But alas! added 
ſhe with a languiſhing look, I have paſſed from one 
extreme to another; from inſenſible and haugthy I ant 
become tender and ſoft. I am fond of your young 
friend Diego, and cannot helpit. His abſence ſtrength- 
ens my paſſion inſtead of weakening 1 it, Can it- be ; 
poſſible, ſays, the old man, that a young lad, who is 
neither pretty nor genteel, ſhould be the object of ſo A 
violent a paſſion? I would forgive your ſentiments, if i 
they had. been inſpired by ſome gentleman, a man of 
character. Ah Marcos, interrupted Margellina, I do 
not reſemble the reſt of my ſex; or elſe you know not 
what to make of them, notwithſtanding all your ex- 
perience, if you think that merit ' determines their || 
choice. If I may be allowed to ſay any thing, they 
love without confideration: Love is an object of the 
mind that directs one to an object, and in ſpite of all i | 
reſiſtance, fixes one to it. It is a diſtemper that ſeizes | 
us like the madneſs of dogs and other animals. There Fj 
fore do not repreſent to me that Diego is not worthy | 
of my affection. It is ſufficient that I love bim, to i 
find a thouſand good qualities in him that you do not 
ſce, and perhaps he does not poſſeſs. It is endleſs for 
you to inform me that neither his face nor ape merit | 
my regard. He appears to me fairer than the day, and = 
born on purpoſe to charm. | Beſides, his voice has | 
a ſweetneſs that delights me, and he plays on the guitar, j 
in my opinion, with a grace peculiar to himſelf, But, 
Madam, ſaid Marcos, do you think of his condition? 
that he is ] think of nothing but him, interrupted 


ſhe, and that ſhould be no objection, were I even a 
woman of quality. 
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The conſequence of this conference was, that the 
old uſher thinking that there was no appearance of 


gaining any thing by his arguments, ceaſed oppoſing 


his miſtreſs's inclination; as a ſkilful pet yields to a 
ſtorm which drives him from the port whither he was 
bound. He did more to make his patroneſs contented; 

He came to me, and taking me aſide, informed me 
what had paſſed N him and her. Youſee, Diego, 
ſays he, that we muſt continue our concerts at Marge. 
lina's door. There isa neceſſity for it, friend, the lady 
muſt ſee you again, or ſhe will commit ſome piece of 
indiſcretion or other, that may hurt her reputation. | 


was not ſo cruel as to refuſe him. I told him, that 


I would come in the evening with my guitar to her 


houſe, and that he might carry this agreeable piece of | 


news to his miſtreſs. He did ſo; and ſhe was dehght- 
ed to hear i it, and impatiently waited for'the appointed 


time to ſee me, and hearken to my muſic. 


In the mean time a diſagreeable aceident had like 


to have ruined all. I could not leave my maſter's ſhop | 
before it was night, which for my ſins proved very dark. 


I groped my way along the ſtreet, and had gone a- 
bout half my journey, when a window opened, and! 
was ſaluted with a ſhower, which, I aſſure you, was 
not of eſſence. I had all. of it; and it this condition 


did not know what to do. If I was to return home 
in that condition, I ſhould be laughed at; and I was 


ſhocked at the thought of going in that pickle: to 


Margellina. However, I had ſo great a deſire to fe- 
new my concert, that I got ſoon there, and found the 


old uſher waiting for me at the door. He informed 
me Dr. Oloroſo was gone to bed, and that we might a: 
muſe ourſelves very freely. Lreplied, that Im uſt clean 
myſelf in the firſt place. I then related to him the mis 


fortune I had met with. He ſympathized with mez 


FH 
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and carried me to a hall, where his miſtreſs waited for 
us. She no ſooner was informed of my adventure, and "I 
ſaw what condition I was in, than ſhepitied me as much i 
as if I had met with the greateſt misfortune. Sbe af. 
terwards beſtowed a thouſand curſes on the perſon that . | 
had ſo uſed me. Pray do not be in ſuch a paſſion, ma- 
dam, ſays Marcos; it does not deſerve it. How! an- | 
ſwered ſhe, ſhould not I abuſe the wicked cxpaturatthat 1 
has uſed this little lamb ſo, this dove without a gall, 
who does not even complain of being ſo inſulted? II 
was a man, I would revenge it this inſtant. 
A number of other things ſhe ſaid, which ſhumas : 
the violence of her love; and her actions were as ex- 
preſſive of it as her words; for while Marcos was: buſy 
wiping me with a napkin, ſhe ran to her chamber, and 
brought a box of perfume; ſhe ſweetened my cloaths 2 
with odoriferous drugs which ſhe: burned. She after - 
wards ſprinkled abundance of eſſences upon them. 
The aſperſion and fumigation being done, this kind wo- 
man went to the kitchen herſelf for ſome wine, bread, 
and roaſted meat, which ſhe had cauſed to be ſet aſide for 
my ſupperz and making me eat, took delight in ſerving 1 
me. Sometimes ſhe would cut my victuals, and ſome- | 
times. pour me out wine, notwithſtanding all that we | 
could do to prevent her. | After I had ſupped, the gen⸗ | 
tlemen of the concert tuned their voices to their gut= _ 
tar. We performed a ſymphony, at which Margel- | 
lina was delighted. We indeed affected to fing ſome 
airs, the words of which humoured her paſſion; and it 
mult be obſerved, that as I played, I frequently caſt a 
loft glance at her, which was freſh fuel to her flame, 
and I began to think the game agreeable enough. Tho? * 
the concert continued a good while, I was not wearied 
with it. As for the lady, who thought the hours were 
but minutes, ſhe would with a deal of en. have 
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heard us all night, if-the old ſquire, to whom the time 
ſeemed very long, had not often reminded her that it 
was late. She gave him the trouble to repeat it a 
good many times to her; bur ſhe had to deal with one 
that was not eaſy tired on that ſubject; and who would 
not let her be at reſt, till I quitted the houſe; This 
prudent and diſcreet man, ſeeing his miſtreſs given up 
. to the pleaſing of her paſſion, was afraid of ſomething 
bad happening, if he did not hinder it. His fear was 
but too well grounded; the doctor either ſuſpecting 
ſome private intrigue, or being rouſed by that devil 
Jealouſy, who had let him reſt till then, found fault 
with our concerts, and a ſhort time after ordered them 
to be diſcontinued, without giving any reaſon for it, 
only ſaying, he would not allow ſtrangers to come to 


his houſe, Marcos warned me of it, and as it was chief - 
ly intended for me, I was very much mortified at it. 


I had conceived hopes which I was ſorry to loſe. 
However, to relate things like a faithful hiſtorian, I 

own to you that I patiently bore this misfortune. It 

was not the caſe with Margellinaz ſhe could not en- 


dure it, Dear Marcos, faid ſhe to her uſher, I look for 


aſſiſtance from you alone. Order it ſo, I beg of you, 
that I may privately ſee Diego. What would you have 
me to do? ſaid the old man in a paſſion: I have hu- 
moured you roo much already. Iſhall not help to dif: 
honour my maſter, by gratifying your too ardent deſires, 
nor will I ruin your character, and bring infamy upon 
myſelf, I, whoſe character, as a faithful domeſtic, has 
always been irreproachable, I will rather leave your ſer- 
vice than aſſiſt you in ſo ungenerous an action. Ab! 
Marcos, faid the lady, frighted with theſe laſt words, 
you ruin me when you talk of leaving me. Cruel as 
you are, will you abandon me, after having brought me 
into this wretched condition? Give me again my 


| a perſon overwhelmed with affliction. 
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pride, and ſavage humour that you have taken from me. 


Ah! that I fi poſſeſſed thoſe happy defects, I ſhould 
now be at eaſe, whereas your imprudent remonſtrances 
have deprived me of the repoſe-I once enjoyed. By 
endeavouring to correct my morals you have corrupt - 
ed them. But ah! added ſhe, weeping, why do cen- 
ſure and blame you unjuſtly? - No, no, father, you ate 
not the author of my misfortune... It is my ill fate that 
prepares ſo much affliction for me. Do not take no- 
tice therefore of my vain diſcourſe, I intreat you, My 
paſſion, alas! diſorders my mind. Have compaſſion 
on my weakneſs, all my comfort is in you; and if my 
lite is dear to you, be not . giving” "me you aſ· 
ſiſtance. N TEA 
Saying this, ſhe wept in ſuch a manner, [chat he. 
could not proceed. She pulled out her handkerchief, 
and throwing it over her face, fell back into a chair like 
Old. Marcos, 
wao was perhaps as. well acquainted with his buſineſs. | 
28 any uſher in Spain, could not refiſt ſo moving a ſight. 
It affected him ſo much, that he wept as well as his miſ- 
treſs, and ſaid to her very affectionately, Ahl madam, 
you are enough to ſeduce any body. I cannot reſiſt 
your ſorrow. It vanquiſhes my virtue; I promiſe you 
all the aſũſtance that lies in my power: I am not a- 
mazed that love has been able to make you forget your 
duty, ſince pity alone has made me forget mine. Thus 
the old uſher, in ſpite of his irreproachable conduct, 
very obligingly devoted himſelf to Margellina's paſſion. 
ile came one morning to inform me of all this; and 


| acquainted me when he left me, that he. had already 


concerted a way-to get me a private interview with the 
lady. This gave me freſh hopes. But I received a- 
nother kind of news before two hours were gone. An 
apothecary's apprentice in the neighbourhood came to 
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her, and inſtilled a love of virtue into her. 
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our ſhop to be fhaved.- While I was ſetting my razor, 
he aſked me, if I knew what was the matter with my 


friend, the old gentleman- uſher, Marcos d'Obregon, and 


what was the reaſon that he had left Dr. Oloroſo? I 
anſwered, no. 


He replied, it is certainly true, he was 
diſmiſſed juſt as I came hither. 
Oloroſo himſelf, who came to our houſe, and talking 
with my maſter, ſaid to him, that he had turned off his 


old uſher, being determined to put his wife under the 
direction of a faithful, ſevere, and watchful duenna, 
I under- 
ſtand yon, ſaid my-maſter, interrupting him; you have 


intreating him to recommend him to one. 


occaſion for ſuch a one as Dame Melancia, who was go« 


vernante to my wife, and who is {till in my houſe, tho! 
my wife has been dead theſe fix weeks. 
be without her, but will part with her to you, for whoſe 
honour I have a particular intereſt; you may truſt her 


I cannot well 


with the care of your forehead. She is an excellent 


duenna, and a very dragon, where the chaſtity of the 
I never ſaw ſo-much as the ſhadow. 


ſex is concerned. 
of a gallant in my houſe, during the twelve years that 
ſne was with my wife, who, you know, was both young 
and handſome. And truly ſhe had no eaſy taſk of it; 
for I muſt own to you the defunct was once very co- 
quettiſh inclined; but dame Melancia ſoon reformed 
In ſhort, 
this governante is a treaſure; and you will thank me 


more than once for making you a preſent of her. The 


doctor ſeemed greatly pleaſed for the favour my maſter 
had done him; and they both agreed that the old u- 


ſher's place ſhould be ſupplied by the duenna. 


This news terribly perplexed thoſe ideas of pleaſure 
which I began to regale myſ.'f with; and ſoon after 
Marcos himſelf came to confirm what I had been in- 
formed of by the apothecary's man. Dear Diego, 


— 


— 


1 heard it from Dr. 


or L eee , ” 
ys: he, how glad am 1 cha Dr. Oloroſo has put me 


bout of. bis houſe! How much trouble will it ſave me! 


beſides taking me from a baſe employment, what un- 
eaſineſs ſnould I have had in bringing you and Margel- 
lina together in private! Thank God, I am freed from 
that care, and the danger which accompanied it. Lou 
on your part, my ſon, ought to conſole yourſelf for the 
loſs of a feu fweet moments, by conſidering what num- 
berleſs ſorrows would have followed after. I liſtened 
to Marcos's reſlections the more attentively, becauſe 
1 had no longer hopes of ever ſeeing Margellina again. 
I own I was not one of thoſe ſtubborn lovers who are 


| incited by obſtacles; and if I had been one of them, 


Dame Melancia's character was enough to have dif- 
couraged me. Nevertheleſs, dreadful as ſhe had been 
deſcribed to me, I underſtood, that the doctor's wife had 
either thrown this Argos to fleep,-or Torrupted cher vir- 
tue. As I was going to ſhave one of our neighbours, 
I was ſtopped in the ſtreet by a decent old woman, who 
aſked me if my name was not Diego de la Fuenta? Ire- - 
plied, Yes. Then you are the perſon L look for, ſaid | 
ſhe. Come to Donna Margellina's door tonight, and 
make ſome ſignal by which you may be known, and I 
will give you admittance into the houſe. We ſhould 
agree, ſaid 1, about the ſignal beforehand. I can i- 
mitate a cat to the life, and will mew ſeveral times be- 
fore the door. That is ſufficient, replied this agent of 
love. I will inform her of your anſwer. Your ſer- 
vant, Signior Diego. God bleſs you! Ah what a good 
foul you are! I wiſh I was but fifteen years old for your 
lake, I would not engage you for another. A theſe 
words this officibus beldame left me; and you may 
eafily imagine that I was greatly agitated by this mel- 
ſage. Farewell to Marcos's reſtections! I waited im- 
patiently for night, and when I imagined Dr. Oloroſo 


* 
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was a- bed, I went to his et I mewed de times, 
as a fign that I was come, and counterfeited it ſo well 
that it was no doubt an honour te the maſter who taught 
me ſo fine an art. Immediately Margellina herſelf 
came gently to.the door, opened it, and let me into the 
houſe. We went to the hall where we held our laſt 
concert, it was lightened only by a ſmall lamp inthechim» 
ney: we ſat down near to one another that we might 
talk the more conveniently, and were both pretty much 
in confuſion; however, with this difference, that her's 
was occaſioned by the pleaſure of our meeting, while 
mine was mixed with fear. My fair one in vain told 
me that we had nothing to dread with regard to her 
huſband. Every joint of me ſhivered; and it was e- 
vident that it was not all the trembling of a lover. Ma- 
dam, ſaid J, have you been able to deceive the cireum - 
ſpection of your governante? After what 1 have heard 


of Dame Melancia, I thought it would never be in my 


power to hear from you again, much leſs to be with yon 
in private. Donna Margellina ſmiled at this diſcourſe, 
and ſaid to me, You will not be amazed at this jeeret 
meeting of ours, when I have informed you what has 
paſſed between my duenna and me. My huſband ca- 
reſſed her in an extraordinary manner, when ſhe firll 
came into this houſe; he told me that he had com» 
mitted me to the care of that diſcreet lady, who was 
a ſummary of all the virtues: a looking-glaſs which 1 
was to have conſtantly before my eyes, to learn diſere- 
tion by. He added, this ſurprizing perſon governed 
an apothecary's wife, a friend of mine, twelve years, 
and in ſuch a manner, that ſhe became a perfect ſaint 
by her inſtruction. | 

'This recommendation, a} was confirmed by 


Dame Melancia's ſour looks, occaſioned me many 3' 


tear, and threw me into deſpair. I imagined how! 


— 


was to be lectured by her from morning to night, and 
rebuked all the day long. In ſhort, I thought that I 
would have been the moſt wretched woman upon earth, 
and imagining it endleſs to be reſerved, which made me 
not care how I behaved to a duenna, from whom I ex- 
pected no mercy, I determined to begin with her, and 
ſaid to her, as ſoon as I had an opportunity, you are. 
doubtleſs preparing to make me endure as much as you- 
can from you, but I muſt inform you beforehand, that 
I am not overſtocked with patience, and will on my 
part mortify you as much as I can. I muſt be plain 
with you, I have a paſſion in my breaſt which it is not 
in the power of your remonſtrances to cure me of, ſo 
take your meaſures accordingly, Be as watchful as you. . 
can, I muſt own that I will do my endeavours to de- 
ceive you. | At theſe words the duenna changed ber. 
looks; and in place of a ſevere lecture, which I was in 
expectation of, ſhe ſmiling ſaid, Tam delighted with your 
humour, and will be as free as you, I ſee we are in- 
tended for one another. Ah! fair lady, you do not 
know me, if you think of me by what the doctor your 
huſband ſays of me, or by my ſour aſpect. I am far 
from being againſt pleaſure; I never took in hand to 
ſerve jealous huſbands, but in order to aſſiſt their beau- 
tiful wives, I have long been poſſeſſed of the great 
art of diſſimulation, and may ſay that I am doubly bap- 
Py, ſince I enjoy, at the fame time, the reputation of 
virtue, and the convenience of vice. Between you 
and me, mankind are only virtuous at this rate; it coſts 
too much to be entirely ſo. Now-a-days it is ea 
if we poſſeſs the appearance of virtue. 4 
Let me conduct you, continued the povernante; 
I will engage that we will ſoon make old Dr. Oloroto 
have as good an opinion of his wife and me, as Signioe 
Apuntadorthe apothecary had of his and mg. Poor A- 
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puntador! how many tricks have his wife and 1 play- 
ed him! His ſpouſe was a beautiful creature, ſo good 

tempercd, reſt her ſoul, I will anſwer for her, that ſhe 
made a good uſe of her youth. She had I do not know 
how many admirers, whom I let into the houſe without 
being diſcovered by her huſband: Therefore, Madam, 

have a better opinion of me, and be aſſured that what» 

ever talent the old uſher had, you will loſe nothing by 

the change. Perhaps I may be more uſeful to Lo 

Gan he was. 1 

I leave you to think, Diego, whether the duenna's 

: ande declaration was agreeable to me or not. I imagined 
her to be the moſt rigid of women: ſo apt are we to be de- 
ceived in our ſex. Iembraced her with ſuch joy, that ſhe 
perceived I was glad to have ſo good natured a gover- 
nante. I imparted my ſentiments freely to her, and 
deſired that ſhe would as ſoon as poſſible contrive a 
private meeting with you; and ſhe has done it. It 
was ſhe who got the old woman who ſpoke to you this 


morning, and who has often been employed by her 


and the apothecary's wile. But what is the belt of 
all in this adventure, continued Margellina ſmilingy/is 
that Melancia, upon my informing her that my hul- 


band is a ſound ſleeper, is this moment in bed with 


him ſupplying my place. So much the worſe, ma- 
dam, faid I, I do not approve of the contrivance: your 
ſpouſe may wake, and diſcever the cheat. He can. 
not find it out, replied ſhe haſtily, do not give your: 
ſelf any concern about that, nor let a groundleſs dread 
deprive you of the pleaſure that you ovght to haye 
with a young lady who has an affection for you. The 
doctor's wife perceiving that I could not avoid being 


fill afraid, notwithſtanding her aſſurance, left nothing 
undone to encourage me, that ſhe could think of, an 
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ſhe oraftfed ſo many different ways, that love got the 
better of my fear at laſt, and I was determined to ſeize 


that opportunity; When all of a ſudden, in the height 
of my joy and paſſion, we heard a loud raꝑ at the door; 


which put the blind god, with all his train of ſmiles 
and ſports to flight. Margellina immediately conceal- 
ed me under a table in the hall. She put out the 
light; and as it had been agreed between her gover- 
nante and her, in cafe ſuch an accident ſhould hap- 
pen, went directly to the door of her huſband's cham» 
ber. The rapping ſtill continued; the whole houſe 
rang with it. The doctor ſtarted out of his ſleep, put 


on his morning gown, and called Melancia. The go- 


vernante got out of bed, although the doctor, thinking 
it had been his wife, told her to lie ſtill. She ran to 
her miſtreſs, who waited for her at the door; and the 
duenna making as if ſhe had met her coming out! of 


the chamber, ſaid, I beg that you would go to bed a- 
gain, madam, and I will go and ſee who is at the 


door. Margellina undreſſed as faſt as poſſible, and 


went to bed to the doctor, who never ſuſpected that 


he was deceived. This ſcene indeed was performed 
in the dark by two actreſſes, one of whom was an ex- 


cellent one, and the other had a great anclination to 


become ſo. 
The governante put on her night-gown, and went 


with a candle in her hand, to open the door, and came 
back ſoon, ſaying to the doctor, Be ſo, good as rife, Sir, 
Fernandez de Buendia the bookſeller has taken an a- 
popleCtic fit, and you are deſired to go to him as ſoon 


as poſſible. 
The doctor dreſſed himſelf as caſt as go oe 2 and 


went to the bookſeller's. His wife, accompanied by 
the duenna, came to the hall in her ane 


G 2 


and drew me more dead than alive vut from under the 
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table. Don't be afraid, Diego, ſays Margellina; be 
of good courage. She then informed me of every 
thing that had paſſed, and would willingly have renew. 
ed the converſation which the incident had interrup- 


ted; but the duenna would not ſuffer her. Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, your huſband may return immediately; the 
bookſeller may be dead. Beſides, continued ſhe, ſee. 


ing me almoſt dead with fear, what can you make of this 


Poor creature? He is in no condition to come off as he 


ſhould. You had better defer it at preſent, and let 
him return again to-morrow. Donna Margellina a+ 
greed to do ſo, but with regret. She was always fond 
of the preſent time; and I believe ſhe was very ſorry 
that ſhe could not then beſtow on her huſband the 
new bonnet with which ſhe intended to cap him. 

For my own part, I was not ſo ſorry for lofing Tove's 
dear favours, as I was glad for having got out of the danger 
T was in. I went back to my maſter's, and ſpent the 
remainder of the night in thinking about my adven · 
ture. I was doubtful whether 1 Thould return again 
the next night. I ftill dreaded ſome new difgrace; 


but the devil, who always forwards one on like occa- | 


fions, ſuggeſted to me, that I ſhould be a fool now 


not to puſh my fortune. He repreſented to me Mar- 
gellina's charms, and the joys that were promiſed me 


in the poſſeſſion of them, This made me reſolve to 


make another attempt; and I determined to do it with 
a better heart than I had done before. T went about 


eleven o'clock the next night, in this good diſpoſition, 
to Margellina's; it was very dark, and not a flar to be 


Teen. IT mewed two or three times, to let them know 


that I was there; and nobody coming to me, I not 
only mewed again, but imitated all the different-cries 


of a cat, which I had been taught by a ſhepherd at O.. 


— 


- 


r 

medo. I acted my part ſo well, that a neighbour go- 
ing home, and thinking that I was one of thoſe anis 
mals, took up aiftone,.-and threw at me with all his 
ſtrength, ſaying, Damn your ſqualling. I received 
the ſtone on my head, which ſtunned me with the 
blow. TI felt myſelf wounded, and that was ſufficient 
to cure me of my gallantry. Floſt my love with my 

blood, went home, and raiſed the whole houſe, My 
maſter dreſſed my wound, Which he thought very dans 
gerous. However, I got better in three weeks. I 
have not heard. of Margellina ever ſince; and fancy 
Dame Melancia, in order to diſengage her from me; 
has introduced her to a lover of her own acquaintance. 
did not concern myſelf much about it, and ſoon af. 


ter left Madrid, to purſue the tour he Spain, 9 2 


algen to make. 
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How Gil Blas and his Companion came up with a Man” 


ſoaking Bread in Water; and the Converſation they” 
had together. | 


8 Diego de la Fuenta related other ad. 
ventures of his to me; but they are not worth 
the reciting, However, I was obliged to hear them, 
though they were ſo tedious; that they brought us to 
Ponte de Duera; and we remained in that village the 
reſt of the day. We had peaſe-ſoup- and a hare for 
ſupper; the latter was neither young nor freſh. We 
purſued our journey the next day as ſoon as it was 
light, having furniſhed ourſelves with pretty good 
bread and wine, taking with us alſo half of the have 
which. we had left from our ſupper.. 
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When we had gone about fix miles, we began to have 
an appetite; and perceiving about an hundred yards of n 
the high road a good many trees, we went there to fl 
take our breakfaſt. We found heie a man of eight M #1 
and twenty years of age, ſoaking ſome cruſts of bread P 
in a ſpring. A long rapier lay by him, and a knapſack, t 
which he carried on his ſhoutders. We faluted him 
In a civil manner, and he did us the ſame. He then 
preſented us ſome of his crufts, aſking with a ſmile, 
whether we would do as he did? We replied, with all 
our hearts, provided he would allow us to join our 
repaſt with his, and accept of part of it. He conſen- 
ted to it, and we produced what we had, and the 
ſtranger was very well ſatisfied with it. So, gentle- 
men, ſays he, I ſee you are well provided: you are pro- 
vident people. For my own part, I am not ſo precau- 
tious. I depend moſtly upon chance: however, as it 
ãs now with me, I muſt without vanity inform you, that] 
make a brilliant appearance ſometimes. I often have | 
guards attending me, and am uſed like a prince. 1 
underſtand you, ſaid Diego; you would hint to us that | 
you are a player. You are right, ſays the other; 1 | 
1 have been an actor theſe fifteen years. I could when 
I was a child perform many parts. To be plain with 
you, ſaid the barber, ſhaking his head, I can ſcarcely 
believe you; I am two well acquainted with the play- 
ers. Thoſe gentlemen do not uſe to travel on foot 
like you, nor live on bread and water, I am afraid 
that you are rather the candle-ſnuffer. Judge of me 
as you think proper, replied the actor, but I aſſure 
you I have performed many principal parts, and among 
the reſt love ones. If that is the caſe, ſays my com- 
rade, I congratulate you upon it: and Signior Gil 
Blas and myſelf are proud of having the honour t0 
breakfaſt with a perſon of ſo great conſequence, **”* 
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Saying this, we all fell to, and in a ſhort time fi 
nithed the remains of the hare. We emptied-the 
flaſk with ſo much haſte that we had ſcarcely time to 
ſpeak; but we renewed the converſation when our re- 
paſt was finiſhed... I am amazed, ſaid the barber to 
the player, that your circumſtances are ſo indifferent. 
You have too mean an appearance for. a hero of the 
ſtage; excuſe me, if I ſpeak ſo freely to you. 80 


freely! ſaid the actor, you are not well acquainted 


with Melchior Zapata? Thank God, I am not peeviſn. 
like that every body ſhould be free with me, as 1 
love to be ſo with every body. I own I am not rich; 
you may perceive that my coat diſcovers my profef- 
ſion, and ſo will all the remainder of my wardrobe. 
He then took out of his knapſack ſome tinſel orna- 
ments, ſome red buſkins, and a dirty plume of fea» 
thers. This is my equipage, gentlemen, ſaid he, and 
indeed a man may wiſh for better. Iam ſurprized ar 
it, replied Diego, ſure you have no wife nor daughter. 
Yes, replied the player, I have a wife, who is both 
young and handſqme: but my ill luck will have it, that 
ſhe forſooth muſt prove virtuous. I married her, think» . 
ing that ſhe would not let me ſtarve; but unluekily 
for me, ſhe ſtands upon her chaſtity. It is very hard 


| that there ſhould be but one honeſt woman amongſt 
the ſtrollers, and ſbe muſt fall to my ſhare. 


Indeed 
it is very hard, ſays the barber. Why did not you 
marry one of the company at Madrid? You could not 
be diſappointed there. That is right, replied Zapa- 
ta; but ſtrollers muſt not aſpire to ſuch heroines as 
town- actreſſes. An actor of the king's own company 
can pretend to no more than that. If one would mar- 
ry a wife in the city, one might be as well ſupplied 
out of the playhouſe as in it. Did you ever endea- 
vour, fays the barber to him, to ger into the * 8 
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company ? Muſt a man have a great deal of merit to 
be admitted among them? A great deal of merit! re- 
plied the actor; there are twenty of them, inquire in- 


to there characters, and you will find that one half of 


them are fit for nothing but carrying a knapſack; yet, 
for all that, it is no eaſy matter to be admitted to be 
one of them. One muſt have powerful friends or 
money, to ſupply the want of talent. I ſhould know 
it; for I have been hiſſed and hooted like a devil, 
though I deſerved to be applauded for my performan- 
ces. I tore my lungs, and endeavoured to reſemble 
the moſt popular actors of the ſtage: but nothing 
would do. The fame audience that clapped them, 
hifled me; ſuch is the force of prejudice. Therefore 
finding that I could not pleaſe therez and having no- 
thing to make my way for me, in defiance of thoſe that 
Hifſed me, I am going back to Zamora to my wife and 
companions, who have not met with great ſucceſs there 
neither. I wiſh we may get to the next town, with- 
out being forced to beg; which ns been the caſe 
more than once. 


Saying this, the emperor of be ſtage ſprung up, 
threw his knapſack over his ſhoulder, put on his ſword, | 
and pronounced with a grave air, May the Gods pour 
down their favours upon you. Diego replied in the | 


lame tone, May you on your return to Zamora find 
your wife another woman, and in a better humour to 
keep you from ſtarving. Signior Zapata had no ſoon- 
er turned his back upon us, than he fell to his geſti- 


culations and declamations. The barber and I hiſſed 


him, to teach him more diſcretion. He imagined 


that he ftill heard the hifſes at Madrid, looked back, 
and perceiving that it was we only who diverted our- 
ſelves at his expence, in place of being offended at our 
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buffoonry, he took it in good part, an all the 


way, though he had very little reaſon for it. We ſ al- 5 
ſo went back again to the high road, and n | 


our Journey, 


1 0 


0 H A FN. 
In what State Diego found his Family, and 1 merry 


be and Gil Blas were Oy they ſeparated. 5 


HE next nach, we ſlept in a little village be · 
tween Moyados and Valpueſta, whoſe named have 


forgot, and came to the plain of Olmedo the next day 
about eleven o'clock. Signior Gil Blas, ſays my com- 
rade; this is the place where I was born, and I am 


pleaſed at the ſight of it; ſo natural it is for people to 
be fond of their country. - Signior Diego, ſays I, a 


perſon. who. is ſo, fond of his country as you appear 


to be, ſhould methinks not have. ſpoke ſo freely of it as 


you have done. Olmedo ſeems to be a city, and you 
deſcribed it only as a village. It muſt at leaſt be a 
large town, if not a city. IL. aſk Olmedo's pardon, re- 


plied the barber; but I muſt inform. you, that after 


having ſeen Madrid, Saragoſſa, Toledo, and other large 


cities, which I: have been at in my tour of Pop. 
look upon the little ones as villages. 


As w2 advanced nearer to Olmedo, we. 8 4 


great many people gathered together; and when we 
came up to them, found three tents pitched at a ſmall 


diſtance from one another, in which were cooks and 


butlers preparing. for a feaſt. Some. were making 


ready boiled and roaſted meat, others pyes and fricaſſees; _ 
ſome filling bottles, and others waſhing Has. What 
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I remarked moſt, was a large ſtage erected in the mid. 
dle of the place; adorned with painted paper, on which 
ſeveral mottoes of Greek and Latin were painted. Die- 
go no ſooner ſaw the inſcriptions, than he faid, That 
Greek there ſmells much of my uncle Thomas. I 
will lay a wager he has a hand in it: for, between 
you and me, he is a perſon of great qualification. He 
can ſay a number of college-books by heart. The 
worſt, of it is, he is conſtantly repeating them in all 
companies, which is not agreeable to every one. + My 


uncle has, moreover, tranſlated many Latin and 


Greek authors. He is quite a maſter of antiquity, as 
may be ſeen by the' curious remarks he has made.” If 
it had not been him, we ſhould not have known that 
children in the city of Athens cried when they were 
whipt. We owe that diſcovery to his profound 
knowledge. | eng 
When my companion and I had made our remarks 
on what we had ſeen, we were fond'of knowing the 
cauſe of ſuch preparations. We were juſt going to 
enquire, when Diego ſaw his uncle, Signior Thomas 
de la Fuenta, who it ſeems had the managing of the 
feaſt, We made what baſte we could to get to him; 


but the ſchoolmaſter did not at firſt know his nephew | 


Diego, ſuch an alteration had ten years made on him, 


But at laſt recollecting him, he very affectionately em- 


braced him, and ſaid, Ab, my dear nephew! art thou 


come once more to thy native place? Wilt thou viſit 


again thy houſehold gods? And art thou returned fafe 


and ſound to thy family? Oh day, thriceand four times 


© happy! a day deſerving to be placed among the red. 
| lettered in the calendar. Friend, I have to tell thee 
a great deal. of news. Your learned uncle Pedro 
is become the victim of Pluto. He took his leave of 
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this world three months ago. The miſer when alive 


was always frightened that he ſhould want neceſſaries. 


He received great penſions from many grandees, and 
yet he ſpent but ten piſtoles a- year for his ſubſiſtance: 
he had a ſervant, whom he ſtarved as well as himſelf. 


He was more fooliſh than the Greek Ariſtipus, who 
made his ſlaves throw away his riches in the deſarts of 


Lybia, as things that were incommodious for them in 
their march. Thy uncle was conſtantly heaping up 
gold and filver. And for whom? For heirs he would 
never ſee. He died worth thirty thouſand ducats, which 
thy father, thy uncle Bertrand and I, have ſhared a- 
mong us. We are now in a condition to do ſome- 
thing for our children. My brother Nicolas has already 


diſpoſed of thy ſiſter Thereſa, She is married to one : 
of our alcaides. Connubio junxit ſtabili, propriumque - 


dicavit. Her wedding is the cauſe of this feſtival. 
It is we that have been the occaſion of theſe tents be- 


ing erected here for the three heirs of Pedio; each of 


us have one, and each pays the expence of a day. I 
wiſh that thou hadſt been here at the beginning of the 


rejoicing. The day before yeſterday, when they 
were married, thy father was at the expence: he gave 


a grand entertainment, which was followed by the 
company afterwards running at the-ring. Yeſterday 


the mercer was at the expence, and entertained us 
with a paftoral-comedy. He afterwards cauſed ten 


beautiful boys and girls to be dreſſed like ſhepherds 
and ſhepherdefſes. He made uſe of all the ribbons 
and points in his ſhop toadorn them. 'They ſung and 


danced the greateſt part of the day, yet for all that 
they performed their parts very well, the ſpeCtators 


were not pleaſed with it, which ſhews that paſtorals 
are quite out ef faſhion. 


Jam to be at the expence of to- f entertain- 
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ment; and I have provided a ſhew of my own inven- 
tion, to entertain the inhabitants. of Olmedo with. 
Finis coronat opus. I have cauſed a ſtage to be erec- 
ted, upon which, God willing, my fcholars ſhall repre. 
{ent a piece compoſed by myſelf, entitled, The A- 


muſements of Muley Bugentuf, King of Morocco. It 


will be very well performed, for my ſcholars pro- 
nounce as well as the players at Madrid. They are 
the ſons and daughters of genteel people of Pennafiel 


_ and Segovia, who ſtay at my houſe, and are become 
excellent performers under my inſtruction. Indeed 
have taken a good deal of pains with them: what they 


fay, will be done maſterly, ut ita dicam. I ſhall fay 
nothing as to the piece, thou wilt have the pleaſure of 
the ſurprize. All I ſhall ſay to thee on that head, is, 
that it will pleaſe the ſpectators. It is one of thoſe 
tragic ſubjects that move the foul by images of death: 
Lam of Ariſtotle's way of thinking, that the chief end 
of tragedy is, that poets ſhould raiſe terror. Well, if 
I had compoſed for the ſtage, I would have introduced 
nothing on it but bloody princes and murdering he- 
roes, I would have bathed myſelf in blood. I would 


+  bave killed not only the principal perſons in my plays, 


but even the guards themſelves. I would have mur- 


dered even the candle-fnuffer. In ſhort, Iam fond of 
the terrible. It is my taſte, Such poems always 
take, they make a ſull houſe, and get the author re- 


putatioy. . : 


When he was juſt FOE ſpeaking, we ſaw a gen 
number of people coming out of the town. Theſe 
were no other than the new - married couple, accompa- 
nied by theic friends and relations, preceded by 
twelve fidlers, who playing all together, made a ter- 


rible noiſe with their diſcord. We went to meet 


them; and Diego made himſelf known to the com- 
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pany, who ſhout) for joy, and every one was deſi- 
rous of embracing him. He had enough t to do to re- 
ceive their expreſſions of friendſhip in a civil manner. 
After which his father ſaid, Diego, thou art welcome; 
thou findeſt thy parents in a better condition than what 

thou lefteſt them. I ſhall explain myſelf:more parti - 
cularly at another time. Then the company advan- 
ced into the plain, went into the tents, and ſat down 
at the tables which were made ready for them. I Would 
not quit my companion. We both dined with the 
bridegroom and bride, who appeared to be very well 


matched. Dinner laſted a pretty long while, becauſe - 
the ſchoolmaſter had the oſtentation to have three 


courſes, that he might excel his brothers, who n not 
treated with ſuch magnificence. 5 
Dinner being ended, the gueſts ſeemed inen : 
to ſee Signior Thomas's piece repreſented, not doubt= 
ing, ſaid they, but that their expectation wouldibe ful- 
ly fatisfied with the production of ſo fine à genius, 
Approaching near the theatre, we ſaw the fidlers al- 
ready ſeated in order to play between the acts. Eyery 
one was ſilent, waiting for the opening of the play. 
The performers at laſt appeared on the ſtage; and the 
author, with his poem in his hand. He had good 
reaſon to ſay the piece was tragical; for the king of 
Morocco in the firſt act, by way of amuſement, kills 
a hundred Mooriſh flaves, ſhooting at them with bows 


and arrows. In the ſecond, he beheads thirty Portus 


gueſe officers, whom one of his captains had made pri- 
ſoners of war. . And in the third, this monarch, tired 
of his wives, ſets the palace on fire where they: were 
ſhut up, and reduced both them and it to aſhes. . The 
Portugueſe officers'and Mooriſh ſlaves were figures of 
reed very artfully made, and the palace made of papery 
when it was in flames, there was heard a thouſand 
diſmal cries, that appeared to iſſue from amidſt the 
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flames. This concluded the piece: and the Whole 


plain rung with the applauſe that ſuch a fine tragedy 
met with. This juſtified the poet's good taſte; and 

ſhewed that he knew how to make 4 * choice of 
his ſubject. "6 


I imagined there w was nothing more to be been if 


the Amuſements of Muley Bugentuf were ended, but 


I was miſtaken, there were prizes to be diſtributed, 


For Thomas, to make the entertainment more ſolemn, 


had ordered ſome of his ſcholars to make exerciſes, 


which they were to repeat before the company that had 


heard the play; and thoſe who compoſed beſt were to 
have books beſtowed on them, which he had _ 
at Segovia with his own money, 

Therefore two ſchool-benches were mms 
brought on the ſtage, and a parcel of books elegantly | 
bound. All the performers came up to Signior Tho- 
mas, who looked as big as the prefident of the col- 
lege. He held a paper in his hand, on which were 
written the names of thoſe that were to win the pri- 
zes. The king of Morocco, who read his part with a 
loud voice, got the firſt prize. Each ſcholar, as he was 
called, went in a reſpectful manner to receive his 
book from the ſchoolmaſter. He then was crowned 
with laurel, and made to fit down on one of the ben- 
ches, expoſed to the admiration of the ſpectators. Yet 
for all ſo great a deſire the ſchoolmaſter had of fend- 
ing away all the company well pleaſed, he could not 
complete it. For giving all the prizes to certain 
ſcholars, whoſe relations paid him beſt, the mothers. 
of the ſcholars that had been neglected were affronted, 
and openly accuſed the ſchoolmaſter of partiality. Thus 
this entertainment, which had done ſo much honour 


till then, was like to have reſembled the feaſt of che 
Lapithæ. | 
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Gil Blas arrives at Madrid; an Account of the fi 
Maſter he en there. 


ST OPT ſome time with Diego; and underſtan- 
ding there was a merchant, in Olmedo, who had 
been at Valladolid, and was returning to Segovia with 
four light mules, I got acquainted with him, and rode 
on one of them to Segovia, where he invited me to his 
houſe, and detained me there two days, ſo much was 

I got into his favour. When he found I was going 
to ſet out for Madrid by the muleteer, he intruſted me 
with a letter, bidding me deliverit with my own hand, 

as it was directed. He did not inform me that it was 
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a letter of recommendation. However, I did not ful He 
to carry it to Signior Mattheo Melendez, a linen dra. ou 
per at Madrid; who no ſooner knew the contents of it, wi 
than he very complaiſantly ſaid to me, Signior Gil Blas, Hi 
my acquaintance, Pedro Palatio, writes in ſo prefling a be 
manner in your behalf, that I muſt intreat you to lodge MW G 
at my. houſe. He has alſo defired me to uſe my en- m 
deavours to get you a good place, which I undertakg hz 


with pleaſure, not doubting but that I ſhall get one a 
that will be very agreeable to you. W 
I accepted of Melendez's offer with the more n. 


joy, as my finances were every, day diminiſnhing. b. 
However, I was not long a burthen to him. When I tl 
had ſtaid with him eight days, he informed me that t 
he had juſt been recommending me to a gentleman of fi 
his acquaintance, who had occaſion fora valet de cham- 11 
- bre, and he thought he would take me. The pgentle- 
man coming in at that time, Signior, ſaid Melen- 
4 dez, letting him ſee me, this is the young, man, I told 
1 you of. He is a youth, for whoſe honeſty and ſobrie- 
ty I will anſwer. The gentleman looked attentively 
at me, and ſaid he was pleaſed with my countenance, 
and that he would hire me for his valet, Come along 
with nie, added he, and 1 will Tet you ſee what you 
will have to do. So bidding the merchant good mor- 
| row, he conducted me to the broad ſtreet near St, 
| | Philip's church. We entered a pretty genteel houſe, 
| 
| 
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of which he poſſeſſed one wing. We aſcended a ſtair- - 
_ Caſe of fix ſteps, and came to a room which had two 
doors, one within another; the firſt had a ſmall lattice 
window. We went through that room into another, 
where was a bed and other furniture, rather neat than 
rich. | 
As my new maſter had attentively. ns me 
at Melendez's, ſo did I alſo in my turn examine him, 


— 


He was a man did fey date e had a forks 
ous reſerved look, though there was good-nature in it 
withalz and his temper was agreeable to his aſpect. 
He queſtioned me a good deal about my family. And 
being ſatisfied with the account I gave him of myſelf; 
Gil Blas, ſays he, I take thee to be a ſenſible young 


man, and am pleaſed I have met with thee: thou ſhalt 


have no reaſon to complain. I will give thee fix reals 
a-day for thy board and wages, beſides the vails you 
will get in my ſervice. I am eaſily pleaſed. > I do. 
not eat at home. All that thou wilt have to do, will 
be, to bruſhgmy cloaths in the morning, dreſs me, and 
the reſt of the day you may do what you pleaſe; only 
take care to come back early in the evening, and ſtay. 
for me at the door. I demand no more of thee, Have 
ing thus informed me of my buſineſs, he took fix reals 
out of his pocket, and gave. me for the uſe already 
mentioned. After which we went. out of the houſe. 

again, he locked the doors himſelf, and put the keys 
in his pocket. Friend, ſays he, do not follow me. 
Gowhere you chuſe; but take care to be on the ſtairs 
when. I return at night. Saying this, he left me to 
make what uſe I thought proper. of the remainder of 
the daß. 

Gil Blas, fays I to rayſelf, then haſt g got 2 * maſ+ 
ter indeed, Six. reals a-day for bruſhing his cloaths, 
and dreſſing him in the morning, and the remainder. 
of the time to do what thou thinkeſt proper. This is 
certainly the eaſieſt place that ever man had. No 
wonder I had fo great a deſire to be at Madrid. My 
excellent genius put me on it. I cannot be more 
happy in my cireumſtances. I ſpent the day in walks 


| Ing up and down the city, admiring every thing that 


was new to me, and that was not little. I ſupped at 
an eating - houſe i in our neighbourhood in the evenings 
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and then repaired to the place appointed for me to ſtay 
for him. Three quarters of an hour after I had been 
there he came, and appeared well pleaſed that I had 
been ſo exa&t. It is very well, ſays he; I like that 
ſervants ſhould be punctual. At theſe words, he open- 
ed the doors of his apartment, and afterwards locked 
them upon us. As it was dark, he ſtruck a light with 
a tinder box, and lighted a candle. I then aſſiſted 
him in undreſſing. When he was in bed, I put a 


candle on his chimney as he ordered me, and carried 
the other into the antichamber, where I'was to lie ina 


bed without curtains. He roſe the next morning be- 
tween nine and ten. And when I had bruſhed his 


cloaths, he gave me fix reals more, and ſent me away 


till night. I perceived when he went out, that he 


took great care to lock his doors; and ſo we did not 
ſee one another again till the evening. 


After ſuch a manner did we live, which 1 thought 
very agreeable. But the beſt of all was, I did not 
know my maſter's. name. Melendez was ignorant of 


it himſelf, he being no further acquainted with 


him, than that he was accuſtomed to come to his ſhop, 
and purchaſe linen of him, I could not be any bet- 


ter informed by our neighbours. They all let me 


know that they were not acquainted with my maſter, 
though he had had thoſe lodgings two years; that he 
kept company with nobody in the neighbourhood: 
and ſome of them, who were apt to judge raſhly, con- 
cluded from thence, that he certainly was not ſo good 
as he ſhould be. They went till farther, they ima- 
gined him to be one of the king of Portugal's ſpies; 


and adviſed me to take care of myſelf. I was greatly 


diſturbed at what they ſaid, fancying that it might be 


true, and I ſhould run the hazard of viſiting the pri- 
fon at Madrid. Though I was perfectly innocent, 1 


— 


baving taught me to fear juſtice. 
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could not avoid being timorous, my paſt misfortunes 
For 1 had found 
by experience, that if ſhe did not puniſh the innocent, 
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ſhe had at leaſt no reſpect to the laws of hoſpitality; and 


that it was always a terrible thing to fall into her hands. 
On ſo nice an occaſion, I went to conſult with Me- 
lendez, who did not know what to adviſe me to do. 
Though he did not imagine my maſter to be a ſpy, yet 
he did not know what to make of him elſe. I deter- 
mined to watch him, and if I found that he was an e- 
nemy to the ſtate, to leave him. But I thought the 
eaſineſs of my place required me to be very certain 
of it. For this intent I narrowly obſerved all his ac- 
tions; and to ſound him, ſaid to him one night when 
I was undreſling him, I know not how a man can live 
ſo as to avgid ſlander. This is a wicked world, and 
ſome of our neighbours are as bad as any in it; they 
deal folely in ſcandal. You cannot think how they 
ſpeak of us. Well, Gil Blas, replied he, but, child, 
what can they ſay of us? Scandal, anſwered I, never 
wants matter. Virtue itſelf is often ſacrificed to its 
purpoſe. Our neighbours ſay we are dangerous peo- 
ple; that the court ſhould look after us. In ſhort, 
Sir, they imagine that you are one of the king of 
Portugal's ſpies. Saying this, I viewed my maſter as 
Alexander did his phyfician, and uſing all my pene- 


tration to ſee what effect my report produced on him, 


I imagined I perceived ſome alteration in him, which 
agreed too well with our neighbours? conjeQtures, He 


| ſeemed very penſive: but ſoon recovering himſelf, faid, 


with a great deal of tranquility, Gil Blas, never mind 
what our neighbours ſay; it is not worth our while 
troubling ourſelves about them. They may judge of 


us as they think proper, ſo long as we dare den them 
no reaſon for it. 
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He added no more,, heat rn to bed, and Lollowed 
his example, not knowing what to make of him. The 
next day, as we were making ready to go out, we heard 


a great rapping at the door. My maſter opened the 


innermoſt, and; looking through the lattice, perceived 
a well dreſſed man, who thus ſpoke. to him. Sig- 
nior, I am an, AJguazil, and am come to inform you 
that Monſieur the corregidor would chuſe to ſpeak 


with you. What would he have with me? replied 


my patron. The alguazil anſwered, he did not know, 


| You will ſoon be informed of it. I am his humble 


ſervant, replied my maſter; but have nothing to do with 


him. Saying this, he ſhut. the ſecond door very haſtily 


upon him, as if he was not very. well pleaſed with 
what the alguazil ſaid. He gave me ſix reals, ſaying; 


Sil Blas, my friend, thou mayeſt go out. L do not 


intend going abroad ſo early, and have no further oc» 


caſion for you this morning. This made me imagine 


that he was afraid of being apprehended, and ſtaid at 
home, to avoid it. I left him; and to ſatisfy myſelt 
in the matter, ſecreted myſelf in a place where I could 
perceive him when he went out. I was determined 
not to ſtir till I ſaw what would: come of it; and a- 
bout an hour after ſaw him come out with an air of 
aſſurance, that perplexed my ſuſpicions, but did not 


cure me of them;, for. I had no favourable opinion of 


him. I thought that his looks were artificial; that 


he ſtopt behind to carry off his gold and jewels, and 
was perhaps going to ſave himſelf by immediate 
flight. I did not expect to ſee him again, and was 


doubtful whether I: ſhould go to ſtay for him at night; 
but I changed my mind, and repaired to my poſt at 


the appointed time. IL was not a little amazed to ſee. 
him return. He went to bed. without appearing. the 
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feaſt vneady;! and roſe with the fame nn m 
un the next day. -_ 

While he was retkan bimſelf, wwe were diſturbed | 
with a rapping at the door, as it was the day before. - 
My maſter looked through the lattice, and ſaw that 
the alguazil was there again, and aſked what he wan - 
ted? Open the door, anſwered the alguazil, it is Mon · 
ſieur the corregidor. My blood froze in my veins at 
ſo awful a name; for I was confoundedly afraid of thoſe 
gentry ever ſince Thad been an their hands, and would 
willingly have been an hundred leagues from Madrid. 
As for my maſter, he was not afraid. He opened the 
door, and received the corregidor with reſpeEt. You 
ſee, Sir, ſays the corregidor, I am not come with my 
attendants along with me; I want to do every thing 
in as quiet a manner as poſſible. Notwithſtanding the 
bad reports that paſs on you in the city, I think there 
is ſo much due you, that you have the appearance of a 
gentleman. Tell me your name then, Sir, and what 
you are doing at Madrid? Signior, replied my maſ- 
ter, my name is Don Bernard de Caſtel Blazo, and I 
am a native of New Caſtile; With reſpect to my bu- 
ſineſs, I entertain myſelf with ſeeing plays, walking 
and amuſing myſelf daily with the company>of ſome 
agreeable people. You have a great income, no doubt, 
ſays the corregidor, No, Sir, replied my maſter, 
I have no income at all, nor houſes, nor land. Ho-] 
do you live then? replied the corregidor- I will let 
you ſee, ſays my maſter. At theſe words he lifted up 
a hanging, opened a door that I had not perceived be- 
fore, and after that another within it, which led to a 
cloſet, where was a large cheſt full of pieces of gold. 


He bid the Judge RY * 2g nm in this 


manner. 
Signior, you bigs that the Spaniards are not Wy : 
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of work: and I believe of all the Spaniards in the Wl this 
world, I am the leaſt fond of it. I am ſo indoleny, 
that it renders me incapable of being fit for any em- civ 
ployment. If I would change my vices into virtues, put 
I might ſtile that lazineſs a philoſophical indolence; il 
that it was the work of a mind taken off from things Ih 
which are moſt-purſued by men. But I muſt freely MW wh 
own to you that I am conſtitutionally lazy, that if 1 his 
was obliged to work for my maintenance, I ſhould 
ftarve. That I might live therefore agreeable to my M + 
fancy, and fave the plague of a ſteward, I converted 
all my eſtate, conſiſting of ſeveral conſiderable inheri- 
tances, into money. That money in this cheſt,” a» 
mounting to about fifty thouſand ducats, will be more 
than I will have occaſion for, were I to live till I was 
a hundred years of age, being now ſixty; and I do 
not ſpend above a thouſand a year. I am not at all 
anxious for what is to happen, becauſe, thank God, I 
am no ways addicted to any of the three things that 
ruin men for the moſt part. I am not fond of either te 
feaſting or gaming, and am quite done with the fair MW » 
ſex. I am not afraid of being ranked among thoſe old W bi 
dotards, who are over fond of the ſex when the ſeaſon MW d 
is paſt, and ſhall never be at any expence 0 purchaſe ti 
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| i | their favours. la 
| You are a happy man, ſays the corregidor, You v 
Li! | are very unjuſtly ſuſpected of being a ſpyz it being by Wl g 
1 no means ſuitable to a man of your temper. Conti - h 
if nue in your way, Don Bernard, ſays he; and inſtead a 
rf of diſturbing you I will hereafter be your defender, and n 
179 defire the favour of your friendſhip, and in return I oſ- h 
N fer you mine. Signior, ſaid my maſter, I accept of fo | 
: obliging a propoſal with joy and reſpe&t. You add to I 

my wealth, and make my happineſs complete, by giv- I 


ing me your friendihip. The alguazil and I heard 
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this diſcourſe in the next room. Don Bernard could 
not enough expreſs his gratitude for the extraordinary 
civilities of the corregidor: and my maſter's example 
put me upon exerting myſelf to do honour to the algua=. 
zil. I made him a hundred profound bows; though 
1 had that diſdain and averſion for him at the bottom, 
which every man of honour generally has for one of. 
his profeſſion. : | 


PC. BK S πν 0e 5 
ELD | CHAP. H. 


How Gil Blas was Jurprized by meeting at Rolan: 
do at Madrid: and the many curious 1 err 
that Robber related to him. 


ON Bernard de Caſtel Blazohaving ern i 

the corregidor to the ſtreet, inſtantly returned 

to ſee that his box was locked, and his doors well faſ- 
tened. Then we went out, better fatisfied than we 
were before, Don Bernard having the corregidor for 
his friend, and I being ſure of my fix reals a-day.. I 
determined to go and inform Melendez of the adven- 
ture; and when I was near his houſe, ſaw Captain Ro-. 
lando. I was in a terrible ſurprize, and could not a- 
void ſhivering at the ſight 'of him. He knew me a- 
gain, came very gravely up to me, and fill preſerving - 
his air of ſuperiority, bid me follow him. I trembled 
all the while, and in my fright obeyed him, 
no doubt, ſaid I to myſelf, make me pay what I owe 
him; whither will he carry me? perhaps there may be 
ſome ſubterranean. abode alſo in this city. Duce take 
it, if I was certain of it, I would let him ſee that I have 
not got the gout in my feet. I went behind him, 


He will 
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i a ADVENTURES ; 
; * particularly at what place be ſtopped, deter. 0 
q mining if I did not like it, to run for it. | : 
fi My fears were ſoon baniſhed, by Rolando's entering . 
II a genteel tavern. I followed him. He aſked for the 
ft! | beſt wine, and told the landlord to prepare dinner, i 
MIN While dinner was making ready, Captain Rolando be- J 
| 17 gan his diſcourſe to me, in this manner. Gil Blas, | 
HR thou mayeſt well be amazed, to meet thy old comman- f 
bY der here; and thou wilt be ſtill more ſo, when thou ks 
. heareſt what Jam going to inform thee. The day I leſt 
a thee in our ſubterranean habitation, while I and my x 
by: companions went to Manſilla, to diſpoſe of the horſes | 
in and mules we had taken the day before, we met the . 
i corregidor of Leon's ſon in his coach, accompanied K 
1 by four men on horſeback, well armed. Two of them * 
Wl we made an end off, the other two took themſelves to ? 
itt flight. The coachman, afraid of his maſter's life, in a 
[a a ſuppliant voice, cried, Gentlemen, for God's fake do X 
[i not murder the only fon of the corregidor of Leon. P 
if My comrades, inſtead of relenting at theſe words, were : 
[ile more furioufly enraged againſt the corregidor's fon. ; 
7 Do not let the ſon of our mortal enemy eſcape, ſays | 
MM one of my comrades. How many of our profeſſion has ; 
1 dis father paſſed ſentence on! Let us be revenged, 
| and facrifice this victim to their manes. The reſt of » 
1 my comrades approved of his ſpeech; and my lieute: - 
he nant was making ready to act the part of the high 
. prieſt in the ſacrifice, when I ſtopped him, ſayings 6 
0 Hold, why ſhould we ſpill blood unneceſſarily? Let us 
0 be ſatisſied with this young man's purſe, fince he makes . 
{if no reſiſtance. Tt would be cruel to put him to death. 8 
0 Beſides, be is not anſwerable for his father's actions; : 
bl i and his father does but his duty in paſſing ſentence on | 
1 | us, as we do ours, when we eaſe travel" 1 their 0 
1 burthens. 1 
bl 
Wh N T - 
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In this manner did I intercede for the corregidor's / 


ſon; and it was not ineffectual: we took nothing but 


the money he had, and carried the two dead men's 
| horſes off with us, which we diſpoſed. of with the reſt 


at Manſilla. Afterwards we returned to our cavern, 
which we reached a little before it was light the next 
day. We were greatly amazed to find the trap- door 
lifted up; and our amazement was ſtill greater, when 
we ſaw Leonora faſtened to a table. She briefly infor · 
med us of what had happened. We were ſurprized 
how thou couldſt deceive us. We did not imagine that 


thou wert capable of playing us ſuch a trick; and we 


pardoned thee on account of thy contrivance. We un- 
tied Leonora, and bid her get us ſomething good for 
to eat; while I and my companions went to look after 
our horſes. We found the old negro, who had eat 
nothing for four and twenty hours, Juſt a dying. We 


would willingly: have ſaved him, had it been in our 
power: but he was too far gone, and otherwiſe ſeem- 


ed ſo near his end, that we left the poor devil as we 


found him. This did not deprive us of an appetite 
for our breakfaſt; aſter which, being ſatisfied; we ſlept 
away the remainder of the day. When we awoke, 


Leonora . acquainted: us that Domingo, was dead, ſo 
we carried him into the cellar, where thou mayeſt re- 


member thou uſedſt to lie, and interred him as formally as 


if he had had the honour. of being one. of our comrades. 


A few days after, as we were making an ingurſion, 
we met three troops of St Hermandad's officers at the 


entrance of the Wood. As we ſaw no more than one 


troop at firſt, e deſpiſed them, though they were far 


more numerous than us. We attacked them; and 


while we were engaged, the other two, which had 1 


kept themſelves hitherto concealed, bore down upon us 
ſo warmly, that our courage was of no ſervice to us. 
Vor. 1. 1 
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On this occaſion our lieutenant and other two of my 
'comtades were ſlain. The two that remained and 
myſelf were overpowered and taken. TN]·ð . of the 
troops conducted us to Leon: while* the other went 
and ruined our retreat, which Was diſcovered in this 
manner: A peaſant of Lucena croffing the foreſt in 
his return home, by chance faw our trap- door lifted 
by up, the very day that thou eſcapedſt with the lady. 
He thought that it was our habitation, but had not 
reſolution to go in; he ſatisfied himſelf with obſerving 
the place, and made thoſe remarks by which le might 
find it again. Ile cut off ſome of the bark bf" the 
neighbouring trees as he went along, until be had pot 
quite out of the wood. He then repaired to Leonto 
inform the corregidor of it, who was the better plea 
ed with 41; as his fon had lately been robbed by out 
company. He immediately afſembled thoſe three 
troops of St. Hermandad's officers to TE Wy and wur 
peafant was their guide. 
1 was a ſhew for the inhabitants of "PF on, 1 ab 
rival in that eity. The people could not have been 
more deſirous of ſeeing me, had I been a Portügueſe 
general, taken priſoner of war and brought thither, 
Behold the noted captain! ſaid they, who ſtruck the 
whole country with terror; he and his two companions 
deſerve to be put to the moſt cruel death.” We were 
taken before the corregidor, who began to inſult me. 
Heaven, wearied out with the diſorders" of thy: iſe, 
| fays he, bas at laſt given fuch a raſcal into my hands. 
My Lord, replied I, if my erimes ate manifold, you 
eannot reproach me witch the death of your only fon. 1 
11 Preſerved his life: you muſt be a little favourable to 
4 me on that account. Knave, replied he, men are not 
obliged to act generouſly to ſuch raſcals as thou art, and 


tl had a defire to fave * 'the- duty of my office , 
| 4 
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10 
Hiying f ſaid this, he cauſed us 


would not ſuffer me. 


to be imptiſoned in a dungeon, where my companions 


did not linger long; for they were taken our at the 
end of three days to aCt their laft tragieal ſcene” in the 
market: place. As for me, I was kept three whole 


weeks in the dungeon, thinking that my execution was 
put off only to make it the more terrible; and 1 K. 
pected a new kind of death: but the corregidot then 
ordering me to be brought before him, ſald, Hearken 


to thy ſentence; thou art free. My only | ſon would 
have been killed, had it not been for thee: as a. father, 
I cannot in gratitude but acknowledge that piece of fer- 


vice: being a judge, I had it not in my power to par- 
don thee, but wrote to court in thy behalf. 1 have 


obtained a pardon | for thee, and thou mayeſt go. where 
thou thinkeſt proper: but, added he, take my advice, 
beware of offending again. Let this happy event, 
teach thee to quit thy wicked courſe of life. I'was 


much afflifted with what he ſaid, and ſet out ; Ma- 0 


drid, reſolving to follow his advice, and live in an bo- 
neſt manner in that city. I found my father and: mo- 
ther both dead, and their eſtates in the poſſeſſion of. 
an old relation, who gave me ſuch an account of it as 
relations commonly do. I have been able to get no 
more than three thouſand ducats, which likely was not 
a fourth part of what was my due. But in that caſe 
what could 1 do? I would have gained nothing by a 
law ſuit; fo I accepted: of it, and to avoid idlenels 
purchaſed an alguazil's place. . My brethren would, 
out of decorum, have been againſt admitting me, bad 
they been acquainted with my hiſtory ; but luckily 


they were either ignorant of it, or pretended to be fo, 


which was all 95 5 Indeed, in this reſpectable ſocie- 

ty it is every one 's intereſt to conceal his act ons as 

well as he can. Heaven be praifed, on that ſcore we, 
8 H 2 old 
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have nothing to reproach one another wich: the devil 
take the beſt. Yet, friend, continues Rolando, to o- 


pen my mind to thee, I am. not at all fond of my, pro- 
feſſion. It requires a behaviour too myſterious and 
Os, for me. Here one can only commit ſecret 


nd crafty rogueries. I liked my old trade far better, 
My new one indeed i is ſafer, but the former is more a- 
greeable, and J am fond of liberty. J am inclined to 
diſpoſe of my place, and go to the mountains at the 
ſource of the river Tagus. I know there is a band of 


| Catalans, who are the braveſt fellows in the world, that 
have a ſecure retreat there. If you will go with me, 


we will increaſe their company. I ſhall be captain's 
ſecond; and will aſſure them, for thy better reception, 


that I have ſeen thee often engaged by my fide. 1 
will extol thy valour in a ſurpriſing manner. I will 


praiſe thee more than a general does an officer whom 
he wants to have promoted. I will not mention the 


trick thou put upon us, leſt they ſhould. ſuſpect thee, 


Well, ſays he, wilt thou go along with me? I wait for 


i my anſwer. 


Every one is inclined a different way, replied I: 


| you are born for hardy deeds, and I for an eaſy quiet 
life. I underſtand you, faid he: you are ſtill, I ſup- 
poſe, in love with the lady whom you reſcued from us, 


and no doubt you led an eaſy life with her at Madrid. 


Own, Gil Blas, that you ſtay with her here; and hve 


on the piſtoles that you took from our cave. I told 
him that he was in a miſtake; and would relate him 


tbe hiſtory of that lady while we were at dinner, and 


all that had happened to me. fince I had left the com- 


pany. After we had dined, he reſumed his dif- 
courſe of the Catalans. He confeſſed that he was de- 


termined to join them, and again perſuaded. me to go 
with him: dut ſeeing e was againſt it, he Save 


* 


me 2 fierce look, and faid in 4 furious Manier: Since” 
thou haſt ſuch a mean ſoul as to prefer thy flaviſh con- 


dition to the honour of being admitted into the com 
pany of men of courage, I leave thee to the Townels 


of thy ſpirit. But liſten to what I ſay to thee, and 
always remember it. Forget what thou haſt heard 
from me to- day, dont ſpeak of me to any body. If r 
underſtand that thou doſt ſo much as mention me in 
converſation Thou knoweſt me, and that is ſuſfis 
cient. So ſaying, he called 07 W ny e 
it, — we be e | 


eee 


Don Bernard de Caftel Blazo di * "LAS P keg ger Ong 


vice. He enters into that of a Beau. yt 


4 


| CY wicker wi paſſing by when we TTY ; 
ing out of the tavern, and taking leave of one 


another. He perceived me, and I ſaw that he more: 
than once caſt his eye upon the captain. T ſuppoſed 
that he was amazed to find me with ſuch a kind of a 


man; for his very appearance was enough to Tet one 


into his character. He was tall, long viſaged, and 
although he was not a bad looking man, yet he had 
the air of a rogue, and W in his Wes that was 
ſhocking. 1 © LI BY 

I was not miſtaken in my eonjollureys 


captain, and that ke was well diſpoſed to believe every 


thing I knew of him, if I durſt inform him. Gil 
Blas, ſays he, what tall man was that I ſaw thee with 


to-day? An alguazil, Sir, ſaid I; imagining that 
would be enough to content him. 
H 3 
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the evening that Don Bernard's head was full of the 


But he aſked me 
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1 | ſeveral other queſtions about him; and ſceing me ra; 
fil --. - ther perplexed, which was owing to Rolando's threats, 
that were freſh in my memory, he ſaid no more, but 


| |þ went to bed. Next morning when I had dreſſed him | 
ww as uſual, inftead of fix reals, he gave me fix ducats, M 
| MA | faying, Friend; 1 give thee that for this. day s ſervice, [ 
114 Go, and ſeek for another maſter. I will not have a ( 
; | = ſervant that keeps ſuch company. In my juſtification I 
. N I anſwered; that my acquaintance with the alguazil | 
1 was occaſioned. by my having attended him when I 
ll preſcribed at Valladolid. Very well, replied my maſ- 4 
al ter, that is a very fine excuſe; but you ſhould have . 
bt made it laſt night. I thought it would be wrong for | 
43 me to do it then, ſaid I, and that was the reaſon of | 
my confuſion. Yes, yes, replied my maſter, you were 
14 very prudent indeed; I did not imagine that you had 
I. been ſo cunning, cried he, clapping my ſhoulders gen- 
N tly. Go, child, I will have nothing more to ſay to thee, 

4 Immediately I went to let Melendez know this ba 

1 news. He heard me, and ſaid, don't mind; I will 

_ get thee a better place. And accordingly a few days 

430 after he told me that he had procured me the belt place 

0 1 in Madrid. Gil Blas, ſaid he, thou little imagineſt 

| is! that thou art going to be ſo bappy as I ſhall make thee. 

| 1 | I have recommended thee to Don Matthias de Silva, 

| 9 8 | a man of the firſt rank, one of thoſe young gentlemen. | 
0 who go under the name of beaus. I have the honour 

11 to ſerve him with whatever he wants in the _mercery 

| T1 or drapery” way. It is true, indeed, he purchaſes filks 

14 and linens from me upon truſt; but we never loſe by 


gentlemen of his rank in the end. They marry rich 
heiteſſes or widows, Who pay what they are wing; 
and even if that ſhould not happen, we charge their 
goods in ſuch a manner, that if we have one patt in 
four, we are pretty well off. Don Matthias's Reward: | 
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- friendſhip will be of great ſervice to you. 
punctual in paying you your wages, and do ſomething 


— = 


is my intimate PF nd. We will gore Wb . 
preſent you to his and you may be , 


that, upon my account, he will great you lin 


As we were going to Don Matthias's, Melendez 
il to me, I think it would not be atniſs if your were 
to know the character of the ſteward. His nate is 
Gregorio Rodriguez. - Between you and me, he was 
not worth à farthing. when be firſt; came into-bufineſss.. 
but finding he had a genius for it, he followed it, and 


bas made a fortune out of two families, in which he 
has ſerved as a ſte ward. 6 


T afſure.you he is very vain, 
and will have the other ſervants reſpect him. When 
they have the leaſt favour to aſk of their maſter, they 
muſt firſt addreſs themſelves to him; for ſhould they 


obtain it, without his intereſt, he will always 1 e 


means or other, to prevent its taking effect. 
Therefore, Gil Blas, mind this rule, and N 
get paying even more court to him, than to his maſs 
ter. Uſe all means to get into his favour: :: His 
He will be 


more for you. If you obtain his fayour; he may now 
and then allow you a little bone to pick, while he pots. 
{cles the great ones himſelf. He does what he thinks 
proper. 
ſures, and would not inform himſelfof the condition 
of his on affairs for the world. What a fine _— 


| is that for a ſteward}. 


When we arrived at is bene 405 9 for 


Signior Rodriguez, and were informed that he was in 
He was there, with a kind of a 


his own apartment, 


farmer, with a bag full of piſtoles. The ſteward, who 


feemed to be of a more ſallow complexion than a 
girl worn out with, celibacy, advanced with open art 


towards Melendeaz. | Melendez: opened his in the 
* 


Don Matthias minds nothing but his plea- 
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ſame manner, and they embraced each other with de- 

monſtrations of joy, in which at leaſt there was as much 

art as nature. Their ſalutations being over, they 
talked of me. Rodriguez having narrowly examined 

me, very politely ſaid, I was juſt ſuch a one as Don 

Matthias wanted, and that he would preſent me to 

him, with pleaſure. Upon this, Melendez informed | 
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[i him what a regard he had for me; defiring the ſteward 
N to take me into his care. After which he left us to- 
I gether: and as ſoon as he went away, Rodriguez ſays, 
bi I will introduce you to my maſter, as ſoon as I have 
Tie done with this boneſt farmer: then taking the bag, 
Mi faid, Talego, let us ſee if the money be exact. 'He 
1 counted out five hundred piſtoles, and ſaid, it will do, 
| the ſum is right. Upon which he gave him a receipt, 
1 and ſent him away. He put the piſtoles into a bag a- 
Wl gain. Then addreſſing himſelf to me, ſaid, Now we 
. will go to the levee of my maſter. He PFs the moſt 
Pi, part riſes about mid-day, It is an hour poly _ 
Wi fancy he is riſen.” -' 8 
10 As the ſteward ſaid, we found bim! in his merming- 
N gown, lolling in an-eaſy-chair, one of his legs over one 
1 arm of it, and his head over the other, and his noſe 
WY full of ſnuff. He was talking with a footman, who 
4 did the duty of a valet. My lord, ſays the ſteward, I 
Wt $0 take the freedom to preſent to you a young man in 
WH place of him you diſmiſſed the day before yeſterday: 
8 | ke is recommended by Melendez your draper, who 
WAY! aſſures me that he is a lad of merit, and I think you'will 
"a be pleaſed with him, It is ſufficient, ſays the young 
1 lord, that you introduce him to me. I take him into 
. my ſervice. He ſhall be my valet de chambre. That 
Wt affair, Rodriguez, added he, is ſettled; I have ſome- 
1 thing elſe to tell you. You are come very a 
1 tunely, for I was juſt going to ſend for you. Dear 
. ; 
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5 Rodriguez, 1 have bad news to tell you, T had not good 


luck laſt night. Beſides the ' hundred piſtoles T had 
of you, I loſt two hundred upon bonour. Tou ate 
ſenſible of what importance it is for- perſons of quality 


to diſcharge ſuch a debt: It is indeed the only ſort 
which we are obliged in point of honour to pay. We 


are not much concerned for the reſt, * You mult” get 
me therefore, as ſoon as poſſible, two hundred piſtoles, 
and ſend them to the Counteſs of Pedroſa. Six, ſays 


the ſteward, it is eaſlef ſaid than done. Where ſhall. 


I find ſuch'a ſum to pleaſe you? Tho? I threaten your 
tenants hard, they do not bring 1 me a farthing; Jour 
family muſt be maintained in a genteel manner. My 
thoughts are continually racked to find wherewithal - 
to anſwer the expence. Thave hitherto made à ſhift: 


to do it, but it-will be a miracle if Thold out much 


longer. It don't Ggnify what you fay, cried Don 
Matthias interrupting him, you only vex me with your 


reflections. Do not imagine, Rodriguez, that T will | | 


alter my way of living, or look after my eſtate: 4 fine 
amuſement” for a man of pleafure like me! Indeed, 
Sir, replied the ſteward, as matters go, T'foreſee that 8 
in a very ſhort time that care will be taken off your 
hands. You tire my life out, ſays the young lord a little 
haſtily; let me ruin myſelf without being aware gik. 
I tell you that you muſt procure me the two hundred, 
piſtoles. I will then go again to the little old man 


of whom you have already borrowed money at a great 


intereſt, ſays Rodriguez. I do not care to whom you 
have recourſe, ſays the young lord, provided 1 have Us | 
money. Yeu may go to the devil for it, if you will 
Saying theſe words In a haſty and angry manner; 
the ſteward went out, and a young perſon of family 


came in, whoſe name was Don Antonio Centelles: 


What-is the matter, friend, fays the Jter to wy maſter, | 
H 18 | 
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ppm appear not. to be in a very good, humour; Who 
has been the occalion of it? I will lay A wager it was 
"the perſon I met as I was, coming in. Yes, ſaid Don 
"Matthias. _. I have ſuch-another troubleſome. ſte ward, 
replied Don Antonio. When the raſcal, after my repeated 
orders, brings money for me, one would imagine it 
Was his own. He is full of his advice. Sir, ſays 
| he, you will ruin yourſelf. . Your rents are ſeized, I 
am obliged to interrupt Rim and put an end to his 
diteourſe. The loſs is, ſays Don Matthias, we canngt 
do without theſe ſortof people; they are neceſſary evils, 
They are ſo, ſays Centelles. But hark, ſays be, there 
is one of the moſt comical thoughts come into my head 
that can be imagined. With that he burſt into a fit 
| of laughter; and then proceeded: Nothing can be better 
managed. We will change theſe ſerious ſcenes. into 
comic, and amuſe ourſelves with what has ſo. much 
perplexed us. It is this; I will aſk your ſteward for 
as much money as | ſtand in need of, and you may do 
the ſame. by mine. Let them moralize as much as 
they think proper, we ſhall hear them with indifference. 
Your. ſteward ſhall bring me his accounts, and my 
ſteward ſhall do the fame by you. Lou will be in: 
formed of nothing but my profuſion, and I of ning 
but yours. It will be fine ſport, won't it? * 

„They both diverted themſelves with the thoughts of 
zt, and were laughing at it, when their mirth was in- 
terr ypced by the ſteward, who returned with à little 
gl r9an, almoſt quite bald. Don Antonio would bave 
withdrawn. ... Farewell, Don Matthias, ſays he, by and 
: by we ſhall ſee one another again. I leave you with 
theſe gentlemen. You have, no doubt, ſome buſineſs 
of importance together. No, no, ſaid my maſter, ſtays 
tiis-is a diſcreet, old perſon, who lends me_money at 
twenty per cent. How, twenty per cent! fays Centel- 
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les amazed, You deal with honefter jv than J doz, 
Lam obliged to give far, mate for every piſtole that r 
borrow: forty per cent. is the common thing I pay. 
Impoſi ition! lays the old _uſurer, What knaves they 

are! Do they not imagine that there is another worlds 
I am not amazed that uſury is ſo much railed at, Our 


honour, and reputation are. ruined by the exorbitant 


profit that ſome exact, We would not be reyiled ſo 
ws, if all my brethren were like me.. 1 for the 
molt, part, only land money to oblige my. neighbours, 
Ah! if the times were now as they formerly have 


been, I would lend you money without intereſt; and 


notwithſtanding they are now ſo bad, my conſcience. 
will ſcarcely allow me to take even twenty. per cent. 
But they 5 there 1 is no ſilver in the mines, that the 
bowels of t 
4 makes me incroach upon moralit y. r 
How much have you occaſion for? added he, ad- 
dreſſing himfelf to my maſter. Two hundred pi- 
ſtoles, replied Don Matthias. Here are four hundred 


in a bag, ſays the uſurer, you may haye one half of 


them. Saying this, he pulled a bag from under his- 


coat, which appeared to be the very ſame one in which 


the farmer brought the five hundred piſtoles to the 


ſteward, I immediately knew what was the meaning, 
of it, and ſoon after found that Melendez had not told. 


me a lie, when he praiſcd the ſteward's underſtandings 
The old man. put the piſtoles- on the table,.the ſight. 
of which ſo inflamed my maſter, that he had a oo 


deſire to have the whole of the 75 5 Signior Deſco- 

mulgado, ſays he to the uſurer, I have thought better 
of it, I find I. bave been in the wrong; I alked to 
borrow. only what I was owing, without conſidering 
that I. had not. a fingle piſtole in my purſe. Rather 
than have recourſe to you again to. morrow, 1 will. take 
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e earth are exhauſted of it; and its ſcar- 7 
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- the whole four hundred piſtoles. | 1 deſigned, replied 
the ufurer, to let a clergyman have part of the mo- 
ney, who has put ſome young women into a nunnery, 
and is about furniſhing their lodgings for them; but 
ſinee you ſtand in need of it all, you may have i it: all 
that you have to do is to give me good ſecurity. As 
for ſecurity, fays Rodriguez interrupting him, and ta- 
king a paper out of his pocket, you ſhall haye very 
good. Here is a bill for five hundred piſtoles upon 
Talego, a rich farmer of Mondejan, Signior Don Mat- 
thias need only ſign it. Very well, replied the uſu- 
rer, I am not hard to pleaſe. Then the ſteward gare 
my maſter a pen, who ſigned it, without reading it, 
whiſtling all the while he was writing. 
This buſineſs being done, the old man took leave 
of my maſter; Don Matthias ran and embraced him, 
ſaying, Till we meet again, Signior Deſcomulgado, I 
am wholly yours. I cannot imagine why uſurets 
ſhould be uſed like rogues. I think you are men ve · | 
ry proper for ſociety. You are the comfort of many 
heirs, and the reſort of all the lords who exceed their 
income with their expences. Very true, ſays Centel- 
les, uſurers are honeſt people, they cannot be too 
much honoured. Let me alfo embrace this worthy 
man, on account of his twenty per cent. So ſaying, | 
he came to the old man to hug him, and theſe two 
beaux by way of diverſion drove him from one to ano» 
ther, as they ſtrike a ball at tennis. Afﬀter they had 
done with him, they let him go with the ſte werd, who 
deſerved their embraces as much as he. * 
As ſoon as they were gone, Don Matthias ſent by 
the ſervant that was in the room with me the two 
hundred piſtoles to the Counteſs of Pedroſa, He put 
the other two hundred piſtoles into a green ſilł purſe, 
which he for the moſt part carried about with him. 
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think 58 it. While a1 were Ag. wy 0 
other lords came into the room, Don Fernand de 


Gamboa, and Don Alexio Segiar, both of them much 


about the ſame age with my maſter, who, was near 


twenty-nine years old, "Theſe four gentlemen bug- 


ged each other as heartify as if they had not been to- 
gether for ten years. After which Don Fernand, who 


was a jovial companion, faid, addreſſing himſelf to m 
maſter, Where do you deſign to dine to-day? If you 


be not engaged, I will take you to a tavern, where 
you ſhall drink nectar: I was there laſt night, and did 
not leave it till between five and fix this morning. 3 Wh 
wiſh I had been there alſo, cried my maſter, and then : 
I ſhould not have loſt my money. | 
Ass for me, ſaid Centelles, I 3 a new . 5 
ment laſt night. I am fond of alteration in my plea- 
ſures; nothing but variety can make liſe agreeable. 


One of my acquaintance took me to the houſe of à 
cuſtom-houſe officer, one of thoſe gentlemen who do 
their own and the ſtate's buſineſs together. Every 
thing was elegant, and the entertainment was genteel 
enough: but the maſter of the houſe had ſomething 


very ridiculous in his behaviour. Though he was 
ſprung from parents of a very low condition, yet he 


pretended mightily to quality, and his wife, though 
ſhe was very ugly, to beauty. They both had the 


Biſcayen accent, which cauſed the ſilly things they 


faid to appear ſtill more fooliſh. © Beſides, there were 
five or fix children, with their preceptor, at N ſo 
you may imagine what their breeding was. 


I, ſays Don Atcxio Segiar, * with the aQreſs 
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Arſenia, We were ſiz in number; Arſenia,, Flori | 
monda, with a coquet, a, friend of bers, Don 9155 de | 
Moncada, the Marquis de Zeneta, and Jour umble 
ſervant. We paſſed the vight in a very jovial man- 
ner, Ho happy was I! It is true, Florimonda and 
Arxfenia haye nat over much wit, but then, they Are 
yery wanton, which makes them a8 agreeable as Wits 
y. They are briſk. romping wenches, and 1 am A 
| thouſand times fonder of them than your preciſe prim 
dames, who think ſo much hal Wh on e 
of their virtue and ſenſe. 
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How Gil Blas ue aue ell a the Gentle 1 
Servants. A wonderful Secret they imparted to him 
to gain the Reputation of a Man of Wit, and the you? 
icular Oath they obliged him-to take. | 
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N this. way did theſe lords 0 REY ob, 1 
Don Matthias, whom I was aſſiſting to dreſs, was 
ready to go out with them. He then ordered me to 
follow him; and all the rakes together ſet out for the 
tavern recommended to them by Don Fernand de 

Gamboa. I walked. behind them with three other 
ſervants, for each of thera had one. I perceived that 
every one of theſe valets imitated his maſter, and took 
the ſame. airs upon himſelf. I ſaluted them as their 
new companion, and they returned the civility. One 
of them baving obſerved me ſome time, ſaid, I ſee, 
brother, by your air, that you have never ſerved a 
young lord. No, anſwered I, I have not been long 
in Madrid. S0 I imagined, ſaid he, you have ſtill 2 
country look; you appear timorous and awkward, and 
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are very ke; in your manners; but it PRE not. ſigni- 


fy, we will ſoon improve vou, You flatter me, ſaid | 
I. No, no, replied be, we can improve the molt ſtu- 
pid fellow that ever Was. Take my word for * ve 


will make you paſs. ee 10 


There was no oecaſion to fay any more, to make 
me underſtand that I had a parcel of fine fellows for 
my brother ſeryants, and that T could not haye got in- 
to better bands to have become proficient i in my trade. 
When we arrived at the tavern, we found an enter · 6 
tainment made ready for them, which had been. or- 


dered in the morning by Signior Don Fernand. ' Our 


maſters. ſeated- themſelves, and we waited on 1 98 


All the time they were at dinner, they were very a- 


greeable, and I took great pleaſure in hearing their - 
converſation. Their. thoughts, characters, and expreſ- 
ſons amuſed me. What fire, what ſallies! They ap- 
peared to be a new ſort of men. _ After the e 


we placed a number of bottles of the moſt excellent 
wines on the table; and left them, to go to dinner our- 
ſelves in a room where the cloth Was , laid on Purpoſe 
for us. F 

I ſoon perceived that the gentlemen of my frater. 
nity had more merit than I at firſt thought, They 
were not fatisfied with taking upon themſelves the 


manners of their maſters, they imitated their language 


alſo; and theſe. fellows ſucceeded ſo well, that there 
was no difference, the quality air excepted. Their 
deportment was free and eaſy; I was delighted with 
their wit, and deſponded of ever becoming as agreea- 


ble as them. Don Fernand's ſervant had the manage» 


ment of the feaſt, becauſe his maſter treated the - 
thers: and that nothing might be wanting, called the 
landlord, and ſaid, Maſter Andrew Mantua, let us 
have ten bottles of your belt wine; aud, as you are. 
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accuſtomed to do, place chem down in our maſter's * 
compt. Very well, replied the hoſt; but, Maſter Gaf- 
| Pard, continued he, you. know Signior Don Fernand 
already owes me a good deal, and if with your affilt- 
ance I could get a little caſh——Oh! Sir, interrupted ö 
the valet, do nat be uneaſy, about that; I will anſwer 
for him. My maſter's debts are as good as old gold, 
It is true indeed ſome ill: natured creditors have ſeiz. 
ed our rents, but 1 in a little time we intend ſelling our 
eſtates, and ſo pay off every thing, without examining 
the particulars of your bill. The landlord brought 


the wine, notwithſtanding the rents were ſeized, and 


we drank it, in hopes of the replevy. We toaſted one 
another's healths, by the ſirnames of our maſters. Don 


Fernand's ſervant called Antonio's Centelles, and Don 


Antonio's called Don Fernand's Gamboa. They na- 
med me Silva; and by degrees we got as drunk under 
theſe borrowed names, as the lords to whom _—_ bes 
longed. | 


Though I did not cut ſuch a figure as my coil 
yet they ſeemed to be very well pleaſed with me. Sil- 


va, ſaid one of the archeſt among them, we ſhall make 


fomething of thee; I perceive that thou haſt a genius 
at bottom, but doſt not underſtand how to uſe it pros 
perly. The fear of blundering prevents thee from 
ſpeaking any thing at hazard; and I muſt inform thee, 
that men now-a days gain the name of wits by ſpeak» 
ing whatever comes uppermoſt. If you chuſe to ſhine, 
give your vivacity its ſway, and ſpeak every thing that 


enters into your head. Thy nonſenſe will paſs for a 


noble boldneſs. If thou canſt but utter one witticiſm 
among a hundred impertinences, the filly things thou 
ſayeſt will not be minded, and thou wilt be reckoned 
a man of merit. This is what our maſters praQtiſe with 


ſuch ſucceſs, and ſo every perſon ſhould do that wants 
to be reputed a wit. | 
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2 Beſides being already very deſirous 4 paſbrig for a 5 
„fjne genius, the ſecret which he had informed me to 
d ſucceed in it ſeemed ſo eafy to me, that I'was determi- 
. ned not to neglect it. I immediately put it in prac- 
d tice, and the wine that I had drank made it ſucceed; 
er that is, I ſpoke whatever came uppermoſt, and had the 


good luek amongſt many 'abſurdities to throw out ſome 

2 ſallies of wit, which were much applauded. This eſſay 

ar filled me with confidence; I collected all my vivacity 

ig to produce ſome lively ſally; and chance ſo much be- 

ht friended me, that my efforts were not unſucceſsful, 

id Well, ſays one of my comrades, who had ret to 

le me in the ſtreet, dont you begin to mend? You have 

Dn not been with us more than two hours, and you are als 

on ready another man. Fou will improve every day more 

a- and more; This is to ferve perſons of quality; it ele- 

er vates the mind; citizens places do not do ſo. I behievs . 

ee: it, anſwered I, and I will henceforth dedicate my ſer» 

5 vices to the nobility. That's well ſaid, cried Don Fer- 

es, nand's valet, near drunk; it does not belong to citi- 

il- zens to have ſuch ſuperior geniuſes as we have. Gen. 

ke tlemen, let us ſwear by the river Styx, never to ſerve 

us ſuch fellows. We all laughed at Gaſpard's faying, 

o · and approved of i it, „RE one taking the ogy: with his =—_ 
"Mm glaſs in his hand. | tn i 
ee, We did not ber up P table uin our "hack. = 
k- thought proper to retire, which was about twelve at | 
ne, night, and my comrades thought they were grown very = 
hat ſober, to retire ſo ſoon. But indeed theſe young lords. 
ra only retired from the tavern to viſit a noted coquet, = 
ſm who lived in the court quarter, whoſe houſe was con 
o ſtantly open to men of pleaſure. She was above thir- 
ied ty five: years: of age, and was very handſome, and fo a- 


ith greeable in company, that it is reported ſhe ſold the 
nts demains of her beauty at a higher price than ſhe did the 
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THE ADVENTURES, 


firſt fruits. 
the firſt rank with her, which attracted a great numbe 
of lords to her houſe. They amuſed themſelves in 
the aſternoon, then ſupped and paſſed the night in 
drinking and making merry. Our maſters remained 
there till morning, and ſo did We, without, being wea; 
ried; for while they amuſed themſelves with the miſe 
treſſes, we diverted ourſelves with the maids. | At laſt 
we ſeparated at day- break, "wg went. us to 1 own 
home. Firs 
My mafter, as . roſe 56 15 noon,  drefled l 
ſelf, and went out. I accompanied him to Den An- 
tonio Centelles's houſe, where we found one Don Al 
varo de Acunba, an old debauchee. All the young 
gentlemen, who wanted to make themſelves ag reeable 
put themſelves under his care. 


and ſpend their eſtates. 


theſe gentlemen had ſaluted one another, Centellet ſaidk 
to my maſter, Faith, Don Matthias, thou couldſt net 
come here at a more proper time. Alvaro is going to 
take me to dine with a citizen who to-day treats. the 
Marquis de Zeneta and Don Juan de Moncada. Thou 
ſhalt be of the party. What is the citizen's name? 
ſays Non. Matthias. Gregorio de;Noriego, anſwers 


Don Alvaro, and in two words I will give you this 


young man's character. His father, who is a wealthy 
jeweller, is gone abroad to trade in jewels, and when 
he ſet out, left a very good ineome with him. Gte⸗ 
gorio is a filly fellow, who has @ towardiy diſpoſition to 
ſpend his eſtate, and, in ſpite of nature, fets up far a 


wit and a beau. He has deſired me to teach him, and 
| 1 can aſſure you, gentlemen, I have put him in a fair j 
way. His income is already pretty well exhauſted, 1 


She had always two, or three coquets 'of 


He formed them for 
pleaſure, and taught them to make a figure in the worldy 


He was not afraid of ſquan? 
dering his own, that being done long ago. After 


or 14. AAN Foy 


18 very 1 ſays Centelles. Metbinks I fee him 
already in an alms- houſe. Come, Don Matthias, ad- 
ded he, let us get acquainted with him, and help to 
ruin him. With all my heart, replied Matthias. 1 
like to ſee thoſe mechanic gentry reduced, who pre: 


tend to our airs and manners. Nothing, for inſtance, 


ever gave me ſa much pleaſure as when the collector's 
ſon was ruined by vanity and gaming, in making. a fi- 
gure like a lord, ſo that he was obliged even to diſpoſe 
of his houſe that he lived in. As for him, ſays Autor 


nio, he deſerves no compaſſion; he is as W e9 in My 


adverſity as he was in proſperity. - - 

Centelles and my maſter went along wih Dow Als 
varo to Gregorio Noriega's. Magicon and I accom- 
panied them, both of us delighted to find that we were 


like to come in for ſnips, and help to ruin the citizen; | 
When we came there, we ſaw a good many men buſy 


preparing the dinner. The fumes of the ragouts were 


moſt delicious odours to us. The Marquis de Zenata 


and Don Juan de Moncada were juſt come. The mas 
ſter of the houſe ſeemed to be as great 2 booby as what 


Don Alvaro had deſcribed. He in vain attempted tg 
take upon him the airs of a beau. He was a miſera- 


ble copy of ſo excellent an original; or rather a imple» : 


ton, that would willingly have paſſed himſelf for a ſen- 


ible man. Repreſent to yourſelf a man of this cha- 


racter among five rakes, rallying him, and each of them 


ſtriving to run him to an inſupportable expence.” Gen» 


tlemen, ſays Don Alvaro, after the firſt compliments 


were over; I preſent to you Signior Gr egor ie de Norie· 


ga, for an accompliſhed gentlewan. He has a num- 
ber of good qualities, . Do you know how he has im: 


proved himſelf? Put him to the tryal ; he is.cqually pro- 


ficient, in all ſubjects, from the cloſeſt logic to ortho- 
gr . Tou e me too much, as the citizen 


25 
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interrupting him with a fooliſh ſmile; But, Seite 
with juſtice one may ſay, that Signior Gregorio cannot 
fail of gaining repute in the world. As for me, ſays 
Don Antonio, what I like him beſt for, and value far 
above his orthography, is the judicious choice he makes 
of the company he keeps. In place of confining Him- 


ſelf with the converſation of the citizens, he talks with 
none but young lords, not minding the expence that 


attends it. This diſcovers a nobleneſs of ſoul, and that 
he knows how | to {vas = fortune with 1 eu 


"taſte. © 


Theſe ironical ſpeeches were fucceeded by a bew 
ſand of the ſame kind. They all fell upon poor Gre- 


gorio, and he was fo fooliſh that he could not ſee it. 
On the contrary, he thou ught every thing was meant as 
it was ſaid, and was quite delighted with his gueſts. 
He even thought that they honoured him, by turning 
him into ridicule. In ſhort, they made a game of him 
all the time they were at dinner. They ſtayed with 


him all day and all night too. We drank what we 


thought proper, as well as our maſters, and were all 


when we left him in a fine e ae 


Der dr de f · are e · Een. 


CHAP: ES 


Gil Blas ets up fer a. Man of 1 and gets acs 


quainted with a pretty Fig. 


humour, not forgetting the advice T had got 
from Melendez: I went before my maſter was up to 
pay my reſpects to our ſteward, who ſeemed very well 
pleaſed with the regard T paid him. He aſked me how 


this Wen living agreed —— T anfwered, * 


17 E R having ſlept ſome hours, I roſe in 00 | 


* bed A. Lad. A r 


J 
f 
) 
! 
y 
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new to me, but I: was not afraid of © familiacizing my- | 
ſelf with itz which. indeed I effectually did, and in a 


very ſnort time too- I altered my humour, and from 


being grave turned frolickſome. Don Antonio's va- 
let complimented me upon my metamorphoſis, and in- 

formed me that I ſtood in need of nothing now to make 
me a oompleat cavalier, but an intrigue, which was. 
quite requiſite in rendering a pretty fellow entirely po- 
lite; that all our companions were beloved by ſome 
fair lady, and that, for his part, he was in the poſſeſſi= 
on of the. good graces of two ladies of quality. I ima- 
gined the fellow lied. Monſieur Magicon, fays I, to 
be ſure you are a pretty young fellow, but I cannot 
think how women of any rank can fall in love with a 

man of your ſtate. Oh! as for that, ſaid he, they do. 
not know who I am.. I make all my conqueſts in my. 


maſter's cloaths, and even with his name; as thus, i _ 


dreſs. myſelf like a young nobleman, afſume the man- 
ners of one, and go to the public places; I ogle all the 
women I meet, till I find one that encourages me, 1 
purſue her, and get into converſation with her. I call 

my ſelf Don Antonio Centelles, and demand. an ap- ö 
pointment; upon which the lady ſeems coy, I urge 
her, ſhe complies, et cetera. By this way, my boy, I | 
have ſucceeded in my intrigues, and I would have thee 
to follow my example. I was too fond of becoming a 
gallant man not to liſten to his advice. Beſides, I did 
not feel any averſion to an amorous intrigue. I de- 
termined to dreſs myſelf like a young lord, and find. 
out ſome gallant adventures, I durſt not diſguiſe my- 
ſelf in our houſe, leſt I ſhould have been perceived. 

I took one of the fineſt ſuits of cloaths in my maſter* 8 
wardrobe, made it up into a bundle, and took it to a 
barber's houſe; an acquaintance of mine, where] might 


dreſs and undreſs myſelf at my convenience, . I made 


ä n aDvinironss 


myſelf as fine as poſſible. The barber helped me to oh 
it: and when Timagined we had done enough, I went 
towards St: Jerom's walks, where I imagined I ſhould 
meet with ſome intrigue that would pleaſe me. But 
before I arrived there T lighted upon one, witty which 
I was much. pleafed. | 
As I was going acroſs'the ſtreet, I percvived's lady 
well dreſſed, and very genteel, come out of a little 
houſe, and go into a backney- coach, which ſtood at the 
door. I ſtopped to view her, and ſaluted her in fuch 
2 manner as pointed out plainly that I was not a little 
delighted with her. She, to let me ſee that ſhe percei- 
ved my attention perhaps more than I imagined ſhe did, 
raiſed her veil for a moment, and ſhewed me one of 
the moſt beautiful faces I had ever. ſeen. The coach 
drove off, and I remained behind in the emotion this 
divine apparition had raiſed in my breaſt. A beauti- 
ful creature, ſaid I to myſelf; I will warrant her the 
will furniſh me. If Magicon i is in love with two la- 
dies as handſome as this, he is a lucky fellow. Had 
I ſuch a miſtreſs, how delighted ſhould I be! 
While I was thus refleQing, I chanced to fee an old 
woman at the window of the houſe from whence the 
amiable perſon came, who deſired me to come in. T 
immediately flew into the houſe, and found this vene- 
rable difcreet matron in a pretty genteel parlour, who 
taking me for a marquis, very reſpeQſully ſaluted me, 
ſaying, Signior, I do not doubt but that you think bad- 
Ty of a woman who beckens you to enter the houſe, 
without being acquainted with you; but perhaps when 
you knew that I uſc every body in this free way, you 
will think more favourably of me. You have the ap- 
pearance of a court lord. You are not wrong, my dear, 
laid I, ſtretching out my right leg, and falling away to 
the left, I am of one of the beſt families in Spain. "You 
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have that ippeu unte! ſaid ſhe, and I waſh confeſs" 
like to be of ſervice to perſons of quality. It is my fol- 
ble. I ſaw you at my window, and perceived that you 
ogled a lady that had juſt gone from my houſe. Have 
you a regard for her? Inform me ſincerely. Tes, faid 
I, upon my honeur IL am captivated with her. I ne- 
ver beheld ſo beautiful a creature. Let us have 2 meets - 
ing, and rely upon my gratitude. You have done of-. 
fices of this Tort for other perſons of my quality, and 
know by that how Warr we are accuſtomed to Tay for | 
hem 

38H Meere Ane pong replied es ola AY 
tlewoman, that I am devoted to ſerve the quality. 1 
am fond of being uſeful to them. For example, T ad- 
mit certain ladies into my houſe, whom the appearance 
of virtue prevents ſeeing their lovers at home. Very 
well, aid I, and it is likely you were doing as much 
for the lady we fpoke of. No, anſwered ſhe, it is 4 
young widow of quality, who wants to have a lover, 
but ſhe is ſo hard to pleaſe, that I cannot promiſe you 
ſucceſs, whatever your merit may be. I have already 
preſented her three likely yourig gentlemen, but ſhe 
has refuſed them all. Sdeath! faid I with an air of 
aſſurance, do but once introduce me into her company; 
and 1 will anſwer for the reſt, I want to have fome 
converſation with ſo nice a lady: I never met with any 
of that character as yet. Well then, faid the old wo- 
man, return here to- mortow at this time, and your eu- 
rioſity ſhall be fatisfied. I will not fail, aufwered E 
We thall fee whether a d Jes +a. not have the 
pleaſure! of making a conqueſt. 

Then Þ went to the barber's, without ieoktig for o- 
ther adventures, and very inpatient to ſee the eonelu· 
fron of this. The next day, When I had dreffed my- 
ſelf to * advantage, F repaired to the old VERITY 
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houſe,.at the appointed time. My lord, ſays ſhe, you 
are very exact, and Iam glad of it. The affair. is worth 
the trouble. I have ſeen our young widow, and we 


have had a good deal of converſation: about you. I 


was ordered not to mention it, but Lam ſo much your 
friend, that I cannot avoid it. You have made as great 


an impreſſion. on her as ſhe has on you, and you are in 


alikely way to be ſoon happy. Between you and me, 
ſhe is a nice bit. Her huſband lived a ſhort time with 
her. He was but a kind of a ſhadow, ſhe is as good 
as a virgin. The old lady no doubt meant one of her 
virgins, who know how to en life without r 
huſbands. 
be heroine in a Glee time Rare in a e 
conch. As foon as ſhe entered the hall, I made her 
five or 10 foppiſh bows, and then approached her in a 
very familiar manner, ſaying, Behold a young lord, who 
is entrapt in your ſnare. Your image has been im- 
printed in my mind ever ſince I ſaw you yeſterday, 
and you have expelled a dullneſs that had begun to 
take place there. The: triumph is too glorious for me, 
anſwered the, lifting up her veil; but I muſt not re- 
Joice too much. Younn lords are fond of variety, and 
nothing is ſo difficult to keep as a courtier's heart. 
Ahl my queen, ſaid I, if you chuſe we will leave 
that to the future, and now think enly of the preſent. 


You are genteel, I am amorous. If you approve of 


my paſſion, let us engage without reflexion: let us, 
like mariners, embark, and not fear the hazards of the 
ſea. Let us only think of pleaſſrcfr e. 
1 J had uttered theſe words, 1 in 2 tran⸗ 
ſport of joy threw myſelf at her feet, and to imitate 
the beaux, very petulantly urged her to make me hap- 
BY: She ſeemed to comply, but would not conſent, 


as it was only our firſt mecting: ſo ſhe puſhed me 


* 
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; 1 her. Stop, fays ſhe, you are too forward, 
| you have the appearance of a libertine. Madam, faid 
| 1, you: certainly cannot be againſt what all ladies of 
2 faſhion love? None but citizens are afraid of liberti- 
niſm. Your reaſons, ſaid ſhe, are too powerful to be 
ö oppoſed. I ſind it ig in vain to diſſemble with young 
| lords like you. A woman muſt advance half way. 
| Know therefore, you have gained the victory, added 
| | ſhe apparently confuſed, as if her modeſty had fuffered 
; by having made that confeſhon ; you have inſpired me 
| with ſentiments I never felt before; and nothing now 
X is wanting, but to be acquainted who you are, to make 
choice of you: for my lover. 1 look upon you to be a 


5 young lord, and a man of honour, but I am not cer- 
b tain of it; and as prepoſſeſſed as Iam in your favour, 
, I will not beſtow RE © on one with whom 1 am un- 
ö acquainted. : | 3 
ö I recollected in what way Don Antonio's ſervant 


informed me he was accuſtomed to extricate himſelf 
out of ſuch perplexities, and determining like him to 
ö paſs for the maſter, Madam, ſays I to my fair one, I 
will not be againſt informing you who I am. I need 
| not be aſhamed of it. Did you never hear Don Mat- 
, thias de Silva mentioned? Yes, ſaid ſhe, I have ſeen 
him at a relation's of mine. As great a ſkare of im- 
pudence as I had got, I was perplexed with this an- 
J ſwer of her's; but preſently recollecting myſelf, and. 
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J putting my genius to the ſtretch, to exrricate myſelf | | 
: out of this difficulty in as genteel a manner as poſſible, 8 | 
4 My angel, faid I, you know a lord whom I alto am ac- f 
. quainted with; I am of the ſame family. His uncle 

> married a Gain Tow of an uncle of my father's, ſo 

. that you may ſee we are nearly related. My name is 

Don Cæſar. I am the only fon of the famous Don 
Fernand de Ribera, who was ſlain fifteen years 280 in 

Vol.. I. 1 
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an engagement on the frontiers of Portugal. I count 
give you a deſeription of tbe engagement, which was 
exceſſively hot; but it would ſpend the moments that 
are ſo valuable in love, and e e md k 
more agreeable manner. 24 
After this converſation, I ae more preſſing 
and paſſionate. My angel was not at all affected 

it. The favours-ſhe:beſtowed on me made me only 
deſirdus of others which ſhe would not grant. Phe 
cruel woman left me in this condition, got into her 
coach, and drove away. Though I was not perfectly 
happy, yet I was contented with my good fortunes 
If I have not been able to gain the favour Lurged for, rem 
ſaid I to myſelf, it is becauſe my princeſs is a lady pair 


of quality, who would think it indecent to comply word. 


with my tranſports at the firſt interview. - Her high the: 


birth makes her delay rendering me happy for a few I rim 
days. Notwithſtanding the favourable opinion 1 had wh! 
of her, I could not avoid ſometimes thinking ſhe might wit 
be a counterſeit, and did it to intice me. I liked We! 
however to put it in the, moſt honourable" light, aria | to1 


the moſt. advantageous opinion I had of her had the ho 
predominancy in my mind. When we parted, we a- on 
greed to meet again the next day; and the hopes of be 
being then in poſſeſſion of the height of my wiſhes leſ 
gave me a taſte nnn of the mee 1 "oY Ri 
to enjoy. : 4 ed 

I returned to my barber s with: my enn Full of theſe CE! 
pleaſing images: I changed my dreſs, and went to my la 


maſter, who I knew was at the tennis court. I found La 
him at play, and perceived by his looks that he was al 
winning; for he was none of thoſe inſenſible game- PH 
Rers who ruin themſelves without altering their coun- D. 
tenance. He was full of inſolence when he win, and fa 


ſurly when fortune was againſt him. He went from ac 
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the tennis · court to the Prince's theatre, and was in a 
very good temper. I accompanied him to the playp- 
houſe door, where giving me a ducat, he ſaid to me, 
There, Gil Blas, fince' I bave been lucky to-day, be 

thou ſo much the better for it. Go amuſe thyſelf 
with thy companions, and come te Arſenia's for me 
at midnight, where I intend ſupping with Don Ale⸗ 

xio Segiar. So ſaying; he entered the houſe, and L 
remained without, thinking with whom I ſhould ſpend: 
my ducat, according to the intention of the flanqr. 1 
was not long at a loſs about it; I met with Clarino, 
Don Alexio's ſervantz we went to the firſt tavern, and 
remained there till it was late. From thence we re- 
paired at midnight to Arſenia's, whither Clarino was 

ordered to come as well as I. A little boy opened; 
the door, and ſhewed us into a e hall, where Flo- 
rimonda and Arſenia's women were making merry, 
while their miſtreſſes were entertaining themſelves 

with our maſters. Two good gueſts. arriving, who 

were already half fuddled, could not but be agrerable 
to ſuch women, eſpecially as they were actreſſes. But 
how: was J amazed, when 1 beheld my widow to be 
one of them! my-amiable widow, whom I imagined to/ 

be either a marchioneſs or counteſs, She wits in no 
leſs conſternation, to perceive her dear Don Car de 
Ribera changed into a ſervant. However, we view 
ed one another for ſome time without being diſcon- 
certed. We had boch of us 2 great incſination to 


laugh, and we did not long keep from it. Aſter which 


Laura (that was the name of my princeſs): taking me 
aſide, While Clatino was engaged wich her companion, 
preſonted me her hand, and. whiſpered: me, Signior 


Don Cæſar, ſince it has happened ſo, let us not find 


fault with one another, hit do dach other juſtice. Lou 


acted your part en and I did not perform 
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mine amiſs. What ſay you? own that you teck me 
for one of thoſe fine women of quality, who are fond 
of intrigues. It is true, anſwered I, my angel, but 
whoever you be, dreſs has made no alteration in my 
ſentiments. Aecept of my ſervices, and allow Don 


Natthias's ſervant to end hat Don Cæſar had ſo hap- 


pily begun. Yes, ſaid-ſhe, I. am ſtill fonder of thee 
in thy own character, than in that of another. Thou 
art a man the ſame as Jam a woman, that is the great - 
eſt approbation I can beſtow on thee. I accept thee 
among the number of my admirers. We ſhall have 
no occaſion for the ſervice of the old woman. Thou 
mayeſt come here when thou thinkeſt proper. The 
ladies of the theatre live without conſtraint, higgledy- 


piggledy among the men. The town ſees it and laughs 


ate it, and what then? thou ee it is aur buſineſa 


00 ampſ enen a5 nti es 10 88 
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We broke off here, Wee es were others pre · 
on The converſation became general, lively, mers 


w 


ry, and full of plain double entendres. Every one 


mentioned ſomething, and my charming Laura in 
particular, who Was Arſenia's maid, made it appear 


very plain that ſhe had a great deal more wit than vir- 


tue. We often overheard our maſters, and the ac- 


treſſes burſt into loud fits of Jaughter, which made us 


conclude that their converſation was mueh of the 


kind with ours. If all the witty things that were faiths 


at Arſenia's that night were wrote down, they would, 


J date ſay, have made a very inſtructive book for | 


youth. In the mean time day-break: coming upon us, 
made us depart. Each of us followed our reſpective 
e I. Don po En 1 nnn en pj 
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; Ax fame ently, while my maſter was dreſſing, he 
received a card from Don Alexio Segiar, deſi- 
ring his attendance at his houſe. We went thither; 
and found the Marquis de Zeneta and another young 
nobleman with him, whom I bad not ſeen before? 
Don Matthias, faid Segiar to my maſter; preſenting 
that gentleman to him, this is my relation Don'Pom® 
peio de Caſtro, who has been from his infancy at the 
court of Portugal. He came laſt nigbt to Madrid, and 
defigns ſetting out for Liſbon to-morrow. As we car 
have his company for no mere than” this day; Fam 
determined to ſpend it with him in as agreeable x 
manner as poſſible, and I thought that F ſhould” want 
your company and'the Marquis de Zeneta to help me 
out in it. Upon this Don Alexio's relation and my: 
maſter embraced, and many compliments paſſed be- 
tween them. I was greatly delighted with Don Pom 
peio's NWR who- bays e to be ung; with: 
excellent parts. FART 

They dined at Segiar's houſe, and lh at FRO 
till it was time to go to the play. They then went 
to the prince's theatre, to ſee a new tragedy, called, 


The Queen of Carthage. When the play was ended, 


they returned and ſupped at the ſame place where they 

bad dined; Their diſcourſe at firſt was about the play 

they had ſeen performed, and afterwards on the ac- 

tors. As for- the piece itſelf, ſays Don Matthias, E 

cannot ſay much for it. Eneas is repreſented flatter 
I 3 | 
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there than in the ZEneid, but I muſt own it was well | 


performed. What is Don Pompeio's opinion of it? 


He does not appear to be of the ſame way of thinking. 


Gentlemen, ſays the cavalier ſmiling, I perceived you 


were ſo delighted with the. actors, and particularly 


with the actreſſes, that I cannot inform you what I 
think of it. Very well, ſays Don Alexio interrupt- 


ing him; beware of what you ſay of our actreſſes be · 
fore us, who are the trumpets of their fame, viſit them 


every day, and are their guarantees. If there be oc- 
cafion for it, we will give certificates for them I 
make not the leaſt doubt of it, replied his relation; 
vou will anſwer for their lives and morals I enn 
you are ſo much their friends. 

- Your players at Liſbon, ſays the Mazenia de Jann: 
ta ſmiling, are certainly better than ours. I believe 
they may, anſwered Don Pompeio, at leaſt there are 
ſome that are very excellent. Thoſe are certain of 
your recommendation, replies the marquis. I never 
keep company with them, and therefore judge of them 
without being prepoſſeſſed in their favour. Inform 
me honeſtly, do you indeed think that your perfor- 
mers ate a good company. I cannot ſay ſo, replies 


the marquis, I will anſwer but for very few of them, 


and am ſilent about the reſt. Will not you grant 


that ſhe who performed the part of Dido did it excel- 
lently? Did not ſhe deſeribe that queen with all the 
dignity and perfection that agrees with the idea we 


have of her? Were you not amazed to fee how art- 
fully ſhe engages the attention of the ſpectator, and 
makes him feel the emotions of all the paſſions ſhe 


deſetibes. She may be faid to be a compleat miſtreſs : 
I allow, ſays Don 
Pompeio, that ſhe ean move and affect: never perfar- 


of all the graces of declamation. 


mer had more feeling, and the repreſentation was ex- 
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eh but ſhe. is far from being a good actreſs. Two 
or three things in her acting diſpleaſed me. When 
ſhe would denote ſurprize, ſhe rolls her eyes in a 
ſtrange manner, which is not at all becoming a prin- 
ceſs. Add to this, that in raiſing her voice, which 
is naturally low, ſhe takes away the ſweetneſs of it, 
and makes it difagreeable. -Befides,. in many places 
of the play ſne did not appear to know the meaning 
of what ſhe was ſaying: but however I will rather im · 


pus this to inattention than a want of knowledge. 


By what I can perceive, ſays Don Matthias to the cri - 
tic, our actreſſes muſt not expect any encomium from 
vou. Not at all, ſays Don Pompeio, I can ſee that 
ſome of them have a genius, notwithſtanding all theſe 
defects; nay, I muſt confeſs to you, the actreſs Who 
performed the woman's part in the interlude delight · 
ed me. She is a woman of fine parts, and ſays every 
thing with a: graceful air. If there was a witticiſm in 
it, ſhe ſeaſoned it with a malicious--fmile, and added 
new charms to it. Sometimes one may find fault with 
her for indulging her natural fire too much, and going 


beyond the limits ef a proper boldneſs: but we muſt 


not be too hard upon them. IL would only have her cor · 
rect an ill cuſtom which ſhe has contracted. Some 
times ſhe ill interrupt the performance all on a ſud- 
den, to give way to a fooliſh deſire of laughing, with 
which ſhe is taken. You will fay ſhe is clapped by 
the pit; there indeed I confeſs ſhe is fortunate 
And how do you like the men? ſays the Marquis, 
interrupting him; you will certainly have no compaſ- 
ſion on them, ſince you pay ſo little regard to the wo - 
men. Not at all, ſays Don Pompeio, there are ſome 
of the young performers that ſeem to promiſe well; 
and in particular I was delighted with him who per- 
ores the part of Dido's firſt miniſter, - He ſpeaks 
| 1 N 
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naturally, and much in the ſame manner as our per- ki 
formers in Portugal. If you liked him, fays Segiat, be fo 
who, performed the part of Æneas certainly muſt have he 
pleaſed you. Is not he a fine performer? an original? an 
An original indeed! replied the critie. He has tones an 
which are particular to him, and very ſharp ones. He in 
almoſt always diverts nature. He haſtens over the to 
words which contains the fenſe, and dwells on the o. ty 
thers; nay, be exalts his voice on conjunctions. He bt 
particularly pleaſed me, when he repreſented to his con- th 
fident the violence he did to himſelf to abandon Dido. in 
Grief cannot be more comically deſcribed. In ſhort,” a 
cCouſin, ſays Don Alexio, you will ſoon make us think ar 
that they have no great taſte at the court of Portugal. th 
Do not you know that the performer you ſpeak of is ce 
greatly admired? did you not ſee how he was applaud- pi 
ed? That is no great proof of his merit, ſays Don Pom it 
peio; bad performers are for the moſt part greatly ap- 8 
plauded by the pit. The audience are fond of what bi 
is glaring, and neglect what 1s juſt, as we are inform- a 
ed by Phzdrus, in a curious fable, which ea me to Al 
relate. It is as ſollows. 1333 n 
The inhabitants of a certain city aſſembled at a great  H 
ſquare to ſee ſome pantomimes perform their buffoon- I 
ries. There was one among theſe performers, who y 
was conſtantly applauded by the people. This buffoan, ſt 
when the repreſentation was almoſt ended, would needs y 
exhibit ſomething uncommon. He came upon the n 
ſtage, quite alone, ſtooping down, and endearoured to 1 a 
counterfeit the crying of a ſucking pig. He imitated b 
it fo well, that they all imagined there was one con- h 
cealed under his cloak. They ordered him to open P 
tis cloak. Ile did fo; and the people ſeeing nothing I 
under it, applauded him more furioufly than ever. A” * 
countryman, who was among the ſpeCtators, offended U 


with theſe tokens of their admiration, Gentlemen, ſays 


— 


* 
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b you have no reaſon to be ſo pleaſed with this buf- 
foon; He is not ſuch a good performer as you think 


he is. I can repreſent a young pig better than he; 
and if you doubt it, come hither to-morrow at this time, 


ant you ſhall be ſatisfied. The audience; prepoſſeſſed 
in favour of the pantomime, came the next day, rather 
to hiſs the peaſant, than ſee what he/ could do- The 
two rivals made their appearance on the ſtage. The 
buffoon began, and was more applauded than he was 
the day before. Then the countryman ſtooping down | 
in his turn, and covering his head with his cloak, took 
a real young pig which he had under his arm by the ear, 
and cauſed it to make a. great noiſe. Nevertheleſs, . 
the populace preferred the pantomime, and hiſſed the 
countryman; who immediately let them ſee the young . 
pig, ſaying,” Gentlemen, it is not me whom vou hiſs, . 
it. is the pig itfelf. See what rare judges you ars. 
Couſin, ſays Don Alexio, thy fable is a little too ſevere 
but yet for all thy young pig, we ſhall not give up our 
actors and actreſſes. Let us alter the converſation; IL 
am wearied of this. You will fet out to: morrow then 
notwithſtandin g I have ſo great a deſire for you to ſtay 


longer. Was it in my power, anſwers his kinſman; 
I would ſtay with a deal of pleaſure. I have informed 
you already, that I came to che Spaniſn court about a 


ſtate affair. I had an audience with the prime - miniſter 


yeſterday. I am to be with him again to- morrow mor 
ning, and will immediately after ſet out for Eiſhon. Thou 
art become a Portugueſe, ſays Don Alexio, and pro- 
bably will not return again to Madrid. In all likeli- 
hood I may not, replies Don Pompeio. I have the 
pleaſure of being in the good graces of the king of 


Portugal; I live very happily at his court: yet, not - 


withſtanding he is ſo kind to me, (can you imagine 
it?) I was about quitting bis dominions for ever. For 


T 
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what reaſon? Ries the marquis, pray inform us. Wu 
all my heart, anfwers Don Pompeio, and my hiſtory is 


- contained 1 in hat JI am going to tell JEN © 15 TM by 
095999090900090000000900 
ar C HAP. VII. 


The Hi Hory of Doh Pempeio # care 


mY bin man, continues he, knows that I was in- 
[LY clined to bear arms, ever fince I was a boy; 
And! finding our country was in peace, I went to Por- 
tugelz from whence 1 croſſed over into Africa, with 
the duke of Braganza, who gave me a commiſſion in 
the army under his command. Being a younger bro- 
ther, and not baving a great fortune, I was obliged to 
Aignalize myſelf in ſuch a manner, as would make the 
general take notice of me. Ibehaved fo well, that the 


Duke promoted me, and placed me in a condition to 
lay in his ſervice with honour. After a tedious war, 


the conclufion af which you all know, I ſettled at court; 
and being recommended by the general officers, the 
king allowed me a handſome penſion. To ſhew how 
ſenſible I was of the generoſity of that monarch, I loſt 
no oecafion to manifeſt my gratitude by my diligence; 
Talways attended when the courtiers were admitted in- 
to his preſence. By this behaviour, Iinſenſibly became 
his favourite, and received new benefits from him. 

One day having diſlinguiſned myſelfat the ring, and 
a bull- fight, my ſtrength and dexterity was commend- 
ed by the whole court; and when I returned home, 
loaded with their applauſe, I found a billet, importing 
that a lady, the conqueſt of whom ought to pleaſe me 
more than all the honour I had gained that day, want» 


ed to ſpeak with me; and that in the evening I had no 
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more to do, but to A to a certain place that was there 5 
appointed. This letter pleaſed me more than all the 
applauſes I had before received; I thought that the per- 
ſon who wrote it was a woman of fortune. Tou may 
eaſily imagine that I was punctual to the appointment. 
An old woman waited: there to be my guide. She 
conducted me by a little door into the garden of a large 
houſe, whence ſhe took me into a grand cloſet, ſaying, 
ſtop there; I will go inform my miſtreſs that you are 
arrived. The cloſet being enlightened by wax candles 
in golden ſconces, let me ſee a great number of curi- 
ous things; and this confirmed me that the lady muſt 
be as noble as I imagined her to be. If every thing L 
ſaw aſſured me of her quality before ſhe-made-her ap- 
pearance, when ſhe came, her grand and majeſtic air 


convinced me of it: yet for all that I was deceived. 


Signior cavalier, ſays ſhe, after the advances I bove 
nated in your favour, it would be endleſs to ſtrive. to: 
hide the great affection I have for you. It was not. 


the merit which the court were this day witneſſes of, 


in reſpect to you, that was the firſt motive of it; it ons 


ly forwarded the diſcovery of them. E have ſeen. you 


more than once; I have inquired into your character, 
and found it ſo good, that I determined to follow my: 
inclination. Do not imagine, added ſhe, that you have 


made a conqueſt of a dutcheſs; I am no more than the 


widow of a captain of the king's guards: but what will 
make your victory glorious, is the preference I give you 
to one of the greateſt dukes inthe kingdom. I am be- 
loved by the duke of Almeyda, and he does every thing 
that he can to pleaſe me. He could never ſucceed; 
I only out of vanity allow his carefles. + 

Though by what I bad heard her lay: 1 ſonal 1 bad 


ta do with a coquet, yet the adventure did not diſ- 


pleaſe me. Donna Hortenſia, for that was: her name, 
8 
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was ſtill young, and I was delighted with her beauty. 


Beſides, I was offered the poſſeſſion of a heart which 


a duke in vain ſought to obtain. What a conqueſt 
was this for a young cavalier! I immediately fell at 


Hortenſia's feet, to thank her for her regard for me. 


1 ſaid every thing that a man of gallantry could think 
of, and ſhe had reaſon to be contented with my exta- 
Cy. Thus we parted. good friends, after we had a- 


greed to. ſee one another every night that the duke 


d' Almeyda was not to be there, which I was promi- 
ted to be acquainted with, and which they did not ne- 
glect, ſo that, in ſhort, I became the Adonis of this 
new Venus. a 

But we muſt not expect pleaſures of eternal dura- 
tion in this life, Whatever means the lady took not 
to let my rival know of our correſpondence, he did 
not fail to come to the knowledge of what it was ve- 
ry neceflary for us he fhould be ignorant. He was 
informed of every thing by one of the lady's maids. 
This lord, naturally generous, but haughty, paſſionate, 
and jealous, was irritated at my preſumption. An- 
ger and jealouſy took poſſeſſion of his mind, and hf- 
tening only to the dictates of his wrath, he determi- 


ned to be revenged of me after a bafe manner. While 


I was with Hortenſia one evening, he waited for me 
at the garden- door, with all his ſervants armed with 


clubs. As foon as I came out, he made thoſe villains 


take hold of me, and bid them beat me to death. 
Strike, {ajs he, let him die under your hands; I will 
thus puniſh his inſolence. As ſoon as he had ſaid 
theſe. words, his people all fell on me, and gave me fo 
many blows, that they left me for dead on the place. 
Then they went away with their maſter, who had been 
greatly delighted with this cruel ſpectacle. Some per- 
ſous happening to be coming by in the morning, ſees 
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ing that there was ſtill ſome life in me, were ſo good 
as to take me to a ſurgeon, who being very ſkilful in 
his profeſſion, made a perfect cure of me in two months. 
E then repatred to court, and lived as I was accuſtom- 
ed to do. I never went back to Hortenſia, who took 
no means to let me ſee her again, becauſe the duke 
on theſe terms had forgiven her infidelity. 

Sinee my adventure was well known, nobody oh 
me for a coward. I was univerſally admired for be- 
ing ſo quiet under ſuch an affront; for I let no per- 
_ know what I thought, and appeared not to reſent 

Some imagined, that as courageaus as I was, my 
„ rank kept me in awe, and made me put 
up with the treatment I had met with. Others, with 
more reaſon, were diffident of my ſilenee, and imagi - 
ned that the quiet ſituation of my foul was only a de- 
ceitfuk ealm. The king appeared to be of the latter, 
way of thinking; he thought that T would not brook 
ſuch an affront without revenge, as ſoon as occaſion. 
ferved. To find out my intention, he took me one 
day into his cloſet, and ſaid to me, Don Pompeio, I 
am acquainted with the accident that has befallen you, 
and muſt own that I am amazed to ſee you ſo quiet 
under it; you certainly diſſemble. Sire, anſwered I, 
Jam ignorant who the. offender is. E was affaulted 


in che night by men who were ſtrangers to me, ſo that 


J muſt put up with the misfortune as well as I can. 
No, no, ſays the king, do not imagine that you can 
make me believe ſo; I have heard all. The duke of 


Almeyda has mortaily. affronted you. Vou are a man 


of honour, and a Caſtilian; I know what theſe quali- 
ties will make you do. You are reſolved to be aven- 
ged, and I order you' to inform me what. you deſign 
to do. Fear nothing, you will not be Wen os let» 
ting me into the ſecret. 
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As it is your majeſty's pleaſure, anſwered I, I muſt 
acquaint you what I have determined to do in the af- 
fair. Yes, Sire, I do intend revenging the affront I 
have ſuffered. Every man that bears the name of gen- 
fleman is accountable to his race for it. You know 
what baſe treatment I have met with; and to be re- 
venged in a way ſuitable to the offence, I intend aſ- 
ſaſinating the duke of Almeyda, by ſtabbing him with 
a poignard, or ſhooting him through. the head; after 
which I will endeavour 'to eſcape into Spain. This 
is my intention. It is rafh, faid the king, yet I can- 
not blame you, after the baſe:treatment_ you have re- 
ceived from the duke of Almeyda. He merits the 
chaſtiſement you have reſerved for him; but be not 
in over great a haſte in executing your enterprize. 
Allow me to find out means to compromiſe the ar- 
fair between you. Ah, Sire, ſaid I a little angrily, 
why did you make me reveal my fecret toyou? What 
means can there be found out? If it be not one that 
will pleaſe you, ſaid he interrupting me, you may do 
what you chuſe. I do not intend to abuſe the truſt 
you have put in me; I will not betray your honour: 
you may make yourſelf. eaſy on that point. 

I was very anxious to know how the king would 
have this affair accommodated. It was thus: he had 
a private converſation with the duke of Almeyda a- 
bout it: Duke, ſays he, you have injured Don Pom- 
peio de Caſtro. You know that he is a man of a good 
family, a gentleman, for whom I have a regard, and 
who has been of ſervice to me. You ought to give 
him ſatisfaCtion. I am not againſt it, anſwers the duke, 
If he complains of my wrath, Fam ready to do him 
juſtice in the field. There muſt be another ſort of a 
reparation, ſays the king. A Cattilian genti-man is 


too well acquainted with the point of nov ·ÿ te fight 
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in a fair manner with a baſe aſſaſſin. I cannot give 
you any other name; and you cannot atone for the 


baſeneſs of your action, but by giving your enemy a 


ſtick, and offering to receive his blows. Heavens! 
exclaims the duke, would you have a man of my cha- 
racter, Sir, degrade himſelf to a plain gentleman, and 


receive blows from him? No, anſwered the monarch, 
J will get Don Pompeio to promiſe that he will not 


ſtrike you: yo! will only have to aſk his pardon when 
you give him the ſtick; that is all I demand of you. 
It is tco mucb, faid the duke haſtily; I will rather 
continue expoſed to; the hazard I run from his ſecret 
reſentment. Your life is precious to me, ſays the 
king, and I would willingly have this affair made up 
without any bad conſequence: to bring it to a con- 
cluſion that may not be very diſagreeable to you, I will 
myſelf be the ſole witneſs of the ſatisfaction I com- 


mand you to give the Spaniard. 


It was very neceſſary that the king ſhould A the 
duke ſo much under his command, to get him to con- 


ſent to make ſo mortifying a condeſcenſion: he con- 


ſented to it at laſt. Then he ſent for me, and told 
me what converſation he had had with the duke of 
Almeyda, aſking if I would be ſatisfied with the re- 
paration he had agreed upon. TI anſwered yes; and 
would be ſo far from ſtriking him, that I would not 
even accept of the ſtick when prefented to me. The 
affair being thus adjuſted, the duke and I met one day 
in the king's apartment, at an appointed hour. Come, 
fays he to the duke, own that you are in the wrong, 


and deſerve to be forgiven. My enemy then made 


excuſes to me, and gave me the ſtick he had in his 
hand. Don Pompeo, ſays the king at that inſtant, 


take the ſtick, and let not my preſence hinder you from 


ſausfying your injured honour; LI free you of the pro- 
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No, Sirz an- 


miſe you made not to ſtrike the duke. 


fwered I, it is enough that he puts himſelf i in my pow- 
An injured Spaniard re- 


er to receive the blows. 
quires no more. Well, ſays the king, fince you ane 
content with this ſatisfaction, you may now decide 
the affair in a regular manner at the points of your 
ſwords. That is what I ardently deſtre, ſays the duke, 
and that alone is capable of making me reconcile my- 
ſelf for the diſgraceful ſtep IL have made. 
As ſoon as he had ſaid theſe words, he went out, 


quite encaged and in confuſion; and two hours after | 


he ſent to acquaint me, that he waited for me in a 
private place... I repaired thither, and found him in 


a humour to fight it to the laſt. He was not more 
He was both ſkilful and 


than forty- ſix years of age. 
courageous. The match was pretty equal between us. 
Come, Don Pompeio, ſays he, let us decide our dif- 
pute. We both of us have reaſon to be exaſperated; 
you for the uſage you received from me, and I for ha- 
ving aſked your pardon. 950 ſaying, he drew ſo ſud- 


denly upon me, that I had hardly time to put myſelf | 
on my guard. He puſhed with a great deal of vigour |: 
at firſt; but I had the good luck to parry all his thruſts. | 
I in my turn puſhed at him, and found I had to do 
with a man who knew as. well: how-to defend himſelf 


as to attack: and I do not know what might have hap- 
pened, had not he made a falſe ſtep in retiring, which 
"cauſed him to fall on his back. 


be, I am injured by your eompaſſion. I will not do 


ſuch an injury to my glory, replied I, as to take the 
advantage of your accident. 
and let us end the combat. 

Don Pompeio, ſaid he ariſing, honour will not al- 
low me to fight againſt you, after this inſtance of your 


1 ue more, get up, 


I immediately ſtopt, 
and ſaid, Get up. Why do you ſpare me? anſwered 
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generoſity. What would the world ſay. of me; ſhould 
I kill you? I ſhould be accounted a ſcoundrel, that 
had deprived a perſon of life, who had it in his power 


to have taken away mine: I cannot therefore fight a- 


ny longer, and I find my gratitude gives birth to ſoft 
tranſports, which ſucceed the furious emotions that 
before reigned in my breaſt. Don Pompeio, continu- 
ed he, let us give over hating one another. Eet us 
even do more, let us be friends. Ah! my lord, ſaid 
I, I joyfully embrace the agreeable propoſal. I from 
this inſtant ſwear a ſincere friendſhip to you, and to 
convince you of it, I vow that I will never ſet my feet 
in Hortenſia's doors again, even though ſhe ſhould 
defire it. No, replies he; I rather ought to give the 
lady up to you, ſince ſhe prefers you in her heart, But 
you are fond of her, ſaid I interrupting him, and you 


may not like the favours that ſhe might grant me: I 


will therefore ſacrifice. them to your repoſe. - Ah! too 


generous Caſtilian, ſaid the duke, graſping me faſt in 
his arms, how am I delighted with your ſentiments 


What remorſe do they produce in my mind! With 
what ſorrow, with what ſhame do I reflect on the in- 


ſult you have received! The ſatisfaction I made you in 
the king's cloſet ſeems now to me not half ſufficient. 


I will make you better amends for the inſult; and in 


order to eraſe the reproach of it effectually, Iwill give 
you one of my neices, who 1s at my diſpoſal. She 1s: 


but fifteen, very pretty, and a rich heireſs. I made 


my compliments to the duke in as reſpectful a man- 
ner as the honour he did to receive, me into his alli- 


ance merited; and in a ſhort time after married his 
neice This lord was commended by the whole court 
for making the fortune of a young gentleman whom 
he had covered with diſgrace; and my friends rejoi- 
ced with me for the happy iſſue of an affair that might 
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have had ſo fatal a concluſion. Gentlemen, I have 
lived very . happily at Liſbon ever ſince that time, 
The beſt agreement ſubſiſts betwixt me and my ſpouſe. 
The duke of Almeyda is conftantly-giving me new 
proofs of his. friendſhip; and I may ſay without boaſt- 
ing, that I am ſtill in the good graces of the king of 
Portugal. The conſequence- of my journey to Ma- 


drid at this time makes: me certain that 1. am * in 
his Rvaur. | 
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25 what Accident: Gil Blas was obliged to took out fer 


d new Place. 


Ef „ 1 


TN ſuch a manner ; di Don Pole end bs hide 
ry, which Don Alexio's valet and 1 liſtened to in 
an Outer: room, for they. had taken care to ſend us a- 
way before he began it. We ſtopt behind the door; 
and hearkened fo attentively, that we did not loſe à 
word. After this, they fet. to drinking; but they 
broke up before morning, beeauſe Pompeio was to be 
ſoon with the prime miniſter, and was defirous to be- 
at reſt, The Marquis de Zeneta and my maſter em- 
braced that at {hol and bid bim adieu, with his 
relation. | „ 
For this time we went to bed before morning, and 
when Don Matthias got up, he conferred a new em- 
ployment on me.. - Gil Blas, fays he, take pen, ink, 
and paper, and write two or three words for me, which 
I: will dictate to you. I make thee my ſecretary. So, 
ſays I to myſelf, this is a new poſt for me: as a ſer- 
vant, I go along with my maſter every where; as a 


valet de chambre, I dreſs bim; and write for him, as 
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a ſecretary. God be praiſed, I am going to act three 
parts, like the threefold Hecate. Thou art ignorant, 
continues my maſter, what my intention is, but be 
diſcreet, and I will inform thee; it is as much as thy 
life is worth, to ſay any thing. As I am often along 
with perſons who boaſt of ladies' favours, I am deter- 
mined to give them as good as they bring; I will 


have feigned letters conſtantly. in my pocket, which I 
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will pretend come from women, and let them ſee 
them. This will amuſe me, and make me more hap- 
py than them, who are at the trouble of acquiring 


conqueſts merely for the pleaſure of making tbem 


known; whereas I will publiſh them, and be at no 
ani in obtaining them: but, continued he, alter 
thy hand in ſuch a manner, that the billets 186 not 
ſeem to come all from one perſon. 

Upon this I prepared myſelf to obey Don Matthi 
as's orders; I took pen, ink, and paper, and he die- 
tated a billet to me, in the following words: 


7 


« KF OU did not come laſt night to the place a+ 
2 greed upon. Ah, Don Matthias} what can 


* you ſay in your defence? How much was I in the 
“ wrong, and how juſtly have I been puniſhed, for 
4 thinking. that you would give up all the amuſe- 
« ments, all the buſineſs in the world, for the plea» 
« ſure of being in the company of 


© DONNA CLARA de Mann 


This being done, he dictated another to.mes in the 
name of a woman who had given up a prince for 
him; and after this a third, from a lady, who infor- 
med him, if the could be certain he would be diſcreet, 
ſhe would go with him to the iſland of Venus. He 
not only made me write the letters, but made me ſign 
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them with the names of perſons of quality, I could 
not avoid informing him, that I imagined it was too 
nice and dangerous an affair; but he bid*me-give my 
advice only when he ſought it. T'was therefore o. 
bliged to be ſilent, and-do as he commanded me. This 
buſineſs done, he aroſe, and I helped to dreſs him. 
He put the letters in his pocket, went out, and I'ac- 
companied him to Don Fuan-de Moncado,; who that 
day had five or fix gentlemen of his acquaintance to 
dinner. There was a genteel entertainment, and joy, 
the beſt ingredient in all feſtivals, reigned during the 
repaſt. Every one of the guefts: bore a part in keep- 
ing up the converſation; ſome by witticiſms, others 
by relating exploits, of which they made themſelves 
the heroes. My maſter- did not let flip: fo good an 
opportunity to eſteem himſelf on the letters he Had 
made me write; he read them out to the company 
with ſuch an air of aſſurance, that every body except 
his ſecretary might have thought them genuine. There 
was one gentleman, named Don Lopez de Velaſco, 
among the reſt, to whom he read them. This man, 
who was very fedate, inſtead of doing like the reſt, 
and complimenting the reader on the favours he had 
received from theſe ladies, aſked him in a ſullen man- 
ner, if the conqueſt” of Donna Clara had coſt him a 
great deal of trouble? Not at all, ſays Don Matthias, 
ſhe made all the advances; fhe met mein the park, 
ſhe liked me, ſent after me, learned who I was, and 
wrote me a billet, appointing an hour in the night for 
me to come to her, when all the family ſhould be in 
bed but her and her woman. I repaired to her houſe, 
and was conducted to her apartment; Lam ſorry: that 
I: cannot with diſcretion tell what followed. 

Signior de Velaſco changed countenance at this la- 
conic recital, and it was evident that he was concern- 
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ed in the lady that was ſpoke of. All thoſe billets, 


ſays be, caſting a furious look at- my maſter, are not 
genvine, and particularly that which you brag you 
have received-from Donna Clara de' Mendoza; there' 
is not a more chaſte lady in Spain. She has been 


courted theſe two years by a gentleman no ways in- 
ferior to you either in birth or merit, and he has been 


ſeareely able eben to procure the moſt innocent fa- 
vours, though he might flatter himſelf, that if ſhe ever 
granted any others, it would be to himſelf alone. 


Who ſays any thing to the contrary? replies Don 
Matthias in a jovial way. I am of your opinion, that 
1 ſhe is a lady of ſtrict honour, and in courſe you ſhould 


be ſatisfied that nothing paſſed between us but what 


was very honourable. 'Don Lopez interrupting him, 


1 faid; this is too much, let us have none of your jeſt- 
ing, you are an impoſtor; you were never in Donna 
1 Clars's company in the night, and A will not allow 

JV to hurt her character. I need not ſay any more 
to you. He then went away in ſuch an abrupt man- 
| ner, that it was very evident that the affair would 
have bad eonſequences. Don Matthias} who was bold 
enough for a man of his character, ſeorned Don Lo- 
; pez's threats. What a filly fellowche is, ſaid he, fall- 


ing a laughing; knight-errants only protected the 
: beauty of their miſtreifes, but he will maintain the 


virtue of his, which 1 to me to: be Rill more 


; extravagant. 4 | 137 705 


Velaſco's going away, which Moncade; in vain Put 


to prevent, did not diſturb the com pany. | The gen- 
: tlemen did not mind it much ; they continued PEER 


]roufing tifl morning.” My maſter and I went to bed 


J about five o'clock, I was very drouſy, and expected 
to have a good long fleep; but I calculated without 
my hoſt, or rather without our: porter, who an hour: 
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after awaked me, to inform me that there was a young 
man wanted to ſpeak with me. Devil take thee for 
a, porter, ſaid 1 gaping do not you know that I have 


not been one hour in bed? Tell the young man that 
Lam aſleep, and that he muſt come again at another 


time. 
replied the porter. 


He ſays he muſt ſpeak to you immediately, 


coat and breeches, and went to the door, curſing him 


ſaid he in a hurry. 


that I was going to all the way. 


henour of your company ſo early, I have a letter, 
ſays he, which: I muſt deliver into Don Matthias's 


own hand, and he muſt immediately read it, it being 
of the utmeit importance: I beg you would therefore 
Thinking it was an affair of conſe- 
L aſk par- i] t 


take me to him. 
quence, L made free to wake my maſter. 
don, Sir, for diſturbing you at this improper time, 
but the importance —— What do you want with me? 


who was along with me, 1 15 55 a letter, which Don 
Lopez de Velaſco defired me to deliver to yourſelf. 


Don Matthias took the billet, opened it, and having r 
peruſed it, ſaid to Don Lopez's ſervant, Child, I would i 


not get up before noon, if they would propoſe ever 


ſuch an amuſement to tempt me: judge then if Iwill 
Inform | 
thy maſter that I will meet him at the place appoint- 
ed at two o'clock. Go and let him know my anſ{wer.- Þ 


riſe to fight at fix o'clock in the ning. 


So ſaying, he; lay down again, and fell aſleep. _* 

He got up betwixt twelve and one ;o'clock, dreſſed 
himfelt very compoſedly, telling me when he went 
out, that I need not accompany him. But I had not 
patience enough to wait for the conſequence to obey 
his commands: I walked behind him till I came to 


St. Jerom's walks, where I faw Don Velaſco waiting 


Upon which I aroſe, put on my 


Friend, ſays I, be 
ſo good as inform me what urging affair gives me the 


My lord, ſays the young man, 
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for him. They immediately began the combat, it 
continued long, they puſhed both with great vigour 
and ſkill. At laſt, victory declared in favour of Don 
Lopez: he ran my maſter through. Don Matthias 
fell, and Don Lopez made off, very well contented 
with the vengeance he had taken. I immediately ran 
up, to my unfortunate maſter, whom T found juſt a dy- 
ing. I ſhed tears at the fight, and 'fpecially when 1 
reflected, that he had made me the cauſe of his death. 
But for all my grief, I conſidered what T had to do on 
this occaſion; for my own intereſt. I immediately 
went home, without mentioning the affair to any bo- 
dy. Iput up my cloaths and othet affairs, and put 
| ſome of my mafler's among them in à miſtake. I took 
them to the barber's, and then publifhed- about the 
town, the fatal accident of which 1 had been a wit⸗ 
neſs. Linformed every body of it that would hear me, 
and did: not N to acquaint Rodriguez with it. 
le appeared to he not ſo ſorry as he was ſtüdious a“ 
bout the means he was to purſue. He got the ſervants 
together, made them follow him, and went to St. Je- 
| rom's walks along with them. We raiſed up our dy- 
. ing watter, and took him home, for he was ſtill breath- 
ing, but died two hours after. Thus Signior Don Mat- 


J thias de Zilva died, for reading at an en, me 
; tome lor ged. biktetaoux. 
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„Short time aſter Don Matthias was buried, all | 
his ſervants were paid off and diſmiſſed. I i 
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repaired to my barber's, with whom I lived in a very 
amicable manner, and was fondes of living there than 
at Melendez' s. As I was not deſtitute of money 1 
was not in a N for a place; beſides it was not now 
every place that I would accept of. I would ſerve 
none but quality, and determined to be very nice in 
the choice of a maſter. 


conceived of a young lord's valet nn, to all o- 
thers. | | 
While I was ad oat ſortune ſhould prof 
me with ſuch a place as I thought I merited, T ima- 
gined I could not paſs my time better than by ſpend- 
ing ſome. of my idle hours with my adorable Laura, 
whom I had not been with ever-fince we made the 
diſcovery, of ourfelves. I durſt not put on the cloaths 
of Don Cæſar de Ribera, nor unleſs it was for a diff 


guiſe, put on that dreſs without pafling for 2 mad- 


man; but my own cloaths were ſtill pretty good, and 
by the help of the barber 1 dreſſed myſelf in a mid- 
gling way between Don Cæſar and Gil Blas. In 
this condition I went to Arſenia's houſe, where I found 
Laura by herſelf in the ſame room we had before met 
in. Is it you? ſaid ſhe as ſoon as ſhe perceived me; 
J imagined. you had been loſt; it is now eight days 


ſince you agreed to viſit me: I find you keep your 


word, and particularly with the ladies. 

1 told her that my maſter's death, and the buſineſs 
which I had been engaged in, had prevented me, and 
added very gallantly, that even in the midſt of them 
all, the adorable Laura was ſtill uppermoſt in my 
mind. If it be ſo, faid ſhe, I have no more to upbraid | 
you with, and muſt confeſs that Lalſo thought of you. 
As ſoon as I heard of Don Matthias's misfortune, I 
formed a ſcheme that perhaps will not be diſagreea- 


1 did not imagine there was | 
any too good for me, ſo favourable an opinion had | 
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ble to yon: I have often heard my miſtreſs mention, 
that ſhe had occaſion for a manto be akind of a ſtew - 
ard, and keep an exact account of all the monies gi- 
yen him for the expences of the houſe. I have fixed 
my eyes on your lordſhip: I ſuppoſe you will manage 
that employment very well. I think, anſwered I, that 
I ſhall acquit myſelf to a wonder; I have read the OEco- 
nomiques of Ariſtotle, and I am very exact in keeping 


| accounts. But, my angel, ſaid I, there is one ſcruple 


I have againſt entering into Arſenia's ſervice. What 


ſcruple? ſays Laura. I have ſworn, replied I, not to 


| ſerve a citizen, nay, I have ſworn by Styx. If Jupi- 
ter durſt not break that oath, you may judge whether 
a valet muſt pay reſpect to it. Whom doſt thou call 
citizens? ſays Arſenia's woman. What do you take 


| us players to be? Do you rank us among tradeſmen's 
or attorneys? wives? Know, friend, that actreſſes, by 
the connections they bave with re of quality, are 


= 


noble and arch-noble. 

Then ſince this is the caſe ſaid I, I may without 
undervaluing myſelf accept of the place you have 
contrived for me. Certainly, ſays ſhe, it is much the 
ſame to go out of the ſervice of a beau into that of a 
ſtage heroine, We are in all reſpects the ſame as 


people of quality, we bave the ſame equipages, live 
gas well, and act the ſame parts of life. For my part, 
11 can ſee very little difference between a player and 


a marquis, take them all the day long. If. there be 


R 
ARE CIOS 


three quarters of the day that the marquis on account 
of his birth is above the player, the player is ſtill 


more above him for the other quarter, by reaſon of 
his acting the part of an emperor or a king. This, in 
my opinion, makes up for our want of nobility and 
grandeur, and renders us equal with the lords and la- 


dies of the court. Yes, truly, ſaid I, you are upon a 
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level with them. Players, I find, are not the people 
I imagined them to be, and you have given me a great 
inclination to be in the fervice of ſuch honourable 
perſons. Return then, ſaid ſhe, two days after this, 
I think in that time I will be able to prevail on my 
miſtreſs to take thee: I will ſpeak in thy favour, and 
having ſome influence over her, I am N certain 
that I ſhall meet with ſucceſs. 

J thanked Laura for her good intentions. 1 let 
her fee that my pratitude would be unlimited, and 
aſſured her of it with fuch tranſports as left her no 
room to doubt of my not being ſincere. We-talked 
a good while together, and probably would have con- 
tinued longer, if a little boy had not come to inform 
my angel that Arſenia was wanting her. We then 
parted. I returned home in good hopes that I would 
get into a fervice that would pleaſe me, and went 
again to Laura's at the appointed time. I was juſt 
waiting for thee, ſaid Al ſenia's waiting-woman, in or- 
der to acquaint thee that thou art intendant of this 
houſhold. Come along with me, and J will preſent 
thee to my miſtreſs. 80 ſaying, the conducted me 


through an apartment which conſiſted of four or five | 


rooms, all furniſhed in a very rich manner, 


What grandeur! what luxury! 1 imagined that 1 
was in the palace of a vice- queen, or rather that I be- 
held all the riches in the world collected together in 


one place. Indeed there was the riches of many na- 


tions, and this apartment might be termed the temple 8 
of a goddeſs, where each ſtranger brings an offering | 
of the rarities of his country. I beheld the deity ſeat- 
ſhe appeared beautiful and Þ 


She was in a gen - 
teel diſhabille, and her pretty white hands were em- 


ployed in making a new head-drefs, in which ſhe was | 


ed on a fattin couch; 
plump with the ſteams of ſacrifice. 
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to perform her part the next night. Madam, ſaid 
her maid, this is the ſte ward I mentioned to you. I 


am certain that you cannot get one that will anſwer 


your purpoſe better. | Arſenia viewed me with atten · 
tion, and I was ſo lucky as to meet with her approba- 
tion. So, Laura, ſays ſhe, there is a fine lad, and I do 
not in the leaſt doubt but that he will pleaſe me. 
Child, ſaid the to me, I take you into my ſervice, and 
| have only to mention to you, that if you behave your- 
| Telf well, you will have no reaſon to complain. I an- 
| ſwered, that I would do what lay in my power to ſa- 
Finding we were agreed, I went to bring 


my cloaths, and immediately took poſſeſſion of 2 41 
| place in her houſe. 


AO an Ob- .die. .at TDI 
CH AP. X. 


8 it was near the time of going tothe play, Lau- 
ra and I were ordered to accompany our miſ- 
treſs to the theatre, We entered her tyring- room, 


where ſhe was putting on a magnificent dreſs to per- 


form in. When the curtain drew up, Laura carried 


me with her to a place where we could hear and have 
a very good view of the performers. 


The greateſt 
part of them did not meet with my approbation,. being 


no doubt diſguſted at them from what 1 had heard: 


f Don Pompeio ſay againſt them. 


There were howe=- 


ver many ef them applauded, and ſome of them re- 


me their names. 


minded me of the fable of the young pig. 


As the performers came upon the ſtage, Laura told 


She not only named them, but de- 
| K 2: 


=. 


: Which rnd about the ſame Length as the foregoing one. 
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ſcribed their characters in a very ſatirical manner. 
This performer, ſays ſhe, is a filly fellow; thata brute; 
that young wanton girl whom you ſee there, and who 


looks ſo ſmirkingly, is called Roſarda; the company 


have a poor bargain of her; ſhe ſhould be enrolled in 
the band that is raiſing for the viceroy of Mexico, and 
is to be ſoon ſhipped oft: view that bright conſtellati- 


on who is there advancing, that ſetting ſun, it is Ca- 
ſtilda ; if ſhe had demanded a piece of marble of every | 


lover, as a princeſs of Egypt is ſaid to have done here- 
tofore, ſhe might have raiſed a pyramid that would 
have reached to the heavens. In ſhort, the baggage 
Was againſt them all, her own miſtreſs did not even 
eſcape her malicious tongue. | 

However, I muſt own my weakneſs: I was delight- 


ed with Laura, though her character was not morally Þ| t 
good. She had ſuch an agreeable manner of ſatirizing, 
Between the acts 
the went to ſee if Arſenia ſtood in need of her, but in- 
ſtead of her coming to her place again, ſhe amuſed | 
herſelf with ſome fellows behind the ſcenes. I pur- | 
ſued her once to watch her, and ſaw ſhe had a number 
I counted three players that ſtopt | 
her one after another to ſpeak to her, and I perceived || 
I did not approve of it, and | 

this was the firſt time that I knew what it was to be 
| Jealous; I returned to my place ſo penſive and fad, | 
that when Laura returned ſhe obſerved it. 
1aid the, amazed, what is the matter with thee ? What | 
has put thee into this humour ſince I was with thee? | 
thou art quite melancholy. My angel, ſays I, I think | 
1 have reaſon, you are a little too free in your manners, | 
You have | 


that I was even fond of her malice. 


of acquaintances. 


they were very familiar, 


I have ſeen you talking with the players. 
great reaſon, to beſure, to be penſive, ſaid ſhe ſmiling: 
does that make you uneaſy? If you live among play* 


Gil Blas, 
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ers, you muſt not mind ſach. things. You muſt ac- 


cuſtom yourſelf to our familiar ways: no jealouſy, 
child. Jealous people are reckoned ridiculous amongſt 
players. Indeed there are no ſuch people here: Fa- 


thers, huſbands, brothers, uncles, couſins, are the ea «+ 


ſieſt People living wich us, and frequently make * 


by it. 


After: having adviſed me not to be offended at any 
thing L ſhould ſee, ſhe told me, that I was the happy 
man who had found the way to her heart, and that 
ſhe would always-love me and me alone. Upon this- 


aſſurance, which I might have diſtruſted without paſ- 
ſing for a. diſhdent perſon, I promiſed not to be diſ- 


| turbed, and I was as good as my word. Soon after I 
ſaw her laugh and ſpeak with ſeveral men. When. 
the performance was done, we went home with our 
miſtreſs. Soon after, Florimonda repaired thither 

with three old lords and a player, who were to ſup 

there. Beſides Laura and me, there were a cook, a 
; coachman, and a valet in the houſe, we all five joined: 
| in preparing the ſupper. The cook, who was as per- 
| feCt in her buſineſs as dame Jacinta, made ready the 
viccuals with the aſſiſtance of the coachman; the valet 
and waiting woman laid the cloth, and I furniſhed the 
buffet with ſeveral veſſels of ſilver and gold which the 
goddeſs had received; I likewiſe put many different 
ſorts of wine on it, and waited as butler, to let my 
miſtreſs ſee that I could do any thing of that kind. 


I viewed the looks of the actreſſes during the enter- 


1 tainment. They took upon themielves the airs of 
ladies of conſequence, imaginingthemſelves to be ſuch. 
In place of giving the noblemen the title of excellen- 
| cy, they gave them only that of lordſhip, calling them 


fimply by their names. Theſe very noblemen indeed 
had (Pore them, by allowing them to be ſo ſamiliar 
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with them. The actor, on his part, being ſo uſed with 


performing the part of the hero, behaved himſelf to 
theſe lords without ceremony, he drunk their healths, 
and one would have imagined he expected to hare his 
drunk in his turn. b 

Floridor, a filly vain coxcomb, who firſt got bis 
name on the ſtage, by exhibiting a thing as ſilly and 
vain as himſelf, a compoſition of levity and affectation; 
this ſame Floridor, from wearing a livery, has even the 


preſumption to call the two celebrated wits, Terence 
and Ovid, his friends, and is allowed to fit down with |! 


gentlemen and perſons of diſtinction. 
My miſtreſs's and Florimonda's behaviour with the 
noblemen, put me in mind of what Laura told me, 


that the marquis and the player were equal all day; ſhe | 
might likewiſe have added that they were as much fo | 


at night, which they paſſed together over their cups. 
Arfenia and Florimonda being naturally wanton, ma- 
ny fine expreſſions eſcaped them in their converſation, 


mixed with ſmall favours and toyings, which were | 


While my miſ- 


greatly reliſhed by theſe old finners. 
trefs was entertaining one of them with ſome innocent 


banter, her friend, who fat between the other two, did 
not perform the part of a Suſanna. 


ing this picture, which had too many chatms for a 
young man of my age, fruit was brought in. Then 
J placed the bottles and glafles on the table, and went 
to ſup with Laura, who was waiting for me. Well, 
Gil Blas, ſays ſhe, what do you think of the noblemen? 
"They are, faid I, no doubt, admirers of Arſenia and Flo- 


rimonda. No, ſaid ſhe, they are old letchers who 


viſit all coquets alike, without attaching themſelves 


to any in particular: they only want trifling compli- 
ances, and are liberal enough for the freedoms that ate 
allowed them. My miſtreſs and Florimonda at this 


As I was views | 
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time have no lovers, I mean none that take upon them 


the authority of huſbands; and would ingroſs all the 
pleaſures of a houſe, becauſe they are at all the coſt. 


J am glad for my own part it is ſo, and maintain, that 


a ſenſible coquet ſhould ſhun ſuch engagements. 
Why ſhould they allow any one man to be their maſ- 


ter? They had better gain a livelihood by getting a | 


penny a time, than make rich on ſuch conditions. 
It was no eaſy matter to ſtop Laura's tongue when 
it was once ſet a going; words coſt her nothing: what 
a fluency of language was ſhe miſtreſs of! She inform- 
ed me of a number of adventures, that had happened 
to the actreſſes of the prince's company. From what 
I heard her ſay, I was of opinion, that I could not be 
better ſituated to be completely acquainted with vice. 


Unhappily I was of an age, when it does not ſtrike peo- 


ple with horror; and the truth is, ſhe deſcribed theſe 
irregularities in ſo artful a manner, that all ſhe ſaid ap- 
peared delightful to me. She had not time to inform 
me of the tenth part of the exploits of the actreſſes, for 
ſhe had-only, been ſpeaking three hours to me, when 
the noblemen and actor withdrew, with Florimonda, 
whom they accompanied to her own houſe. 


As ſoon as they were gone, my miſtreſs gave me ſome 


money, and ſaid, Gil Blas, there are ten piſtoles for 
thee to go to market with; five or ſix of our gentlemen 
and ladies are to dine with me to-morrow; be ſure 
that we have plenty of every thing. Madam, ſaid I, 
with this money I will take in hand to purchaſe enough 
to ſerve the whole "troop. Young man, fays ſhe in- 
terrupting me, I defire that you will amend your ex- 
preſſions; you mult ſay company, and not troop. A 
parcel of banditti are called a troop; and it is likewiſe 
the ſame when you ſpeak of beggars, or authors; but 
when you ſpeak of players, mind always jay a company, 
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particularly if you are mentioning the comedians of 
ES who very well deſerve to be named a compa- 


I told my miſtreſs that I was ſorry I had through 
aer uſed ſo diſreſpectful an expreſſion, and moſt 


humbly intreated, that:ſhe would forgive me, proteſt- 
ing, that ever after, when I had occaſton to mention the 
players at Madrid in a collective manner, I would al- 


ways ſay the mpg. 


* > SECIS . bt * Ot SXIXSXE NED * * 


CHAP. XI. 


In what Manner the Players ve together at Madrid, 


and how Hy * 1 the Authors. 


H E next morning I went to market, i in order to 


make a beginning with my ſtewardſhip: it was 


ſaſt- day, but my miſtreſs told me that I might buy 


ſome good fat pullets, partridges, rabbits, and other 


poultry. Since the gentlemen players did not altoge- 
ther agree with the cuſtoms of the church, they were 
not very ſtrict in obeying her commandments. Ibrought 
home as much as would have been ſufficient to have ſer- 
ved twelve honeſt gentlemen in carnival-time for three 
days: ſo that the cook had ſufficient employment all the 
forenoon. While dinner was making ready, Arſenia 
got up, and was at her toilet till noon, when Signiors 
Roſimiro and Ricardo came. Conſtantia and Celinau- 
ra, two actreſſes, entered after them, and immediately 
after Florimonda, accompanied with a man, who had 
the appearance of a complete coxcomb;. his hair was 
tied behind with coloured ribbands, his hat was cock- 


ed, and he wore a red feather in it: his fine ſhirt ap- 


pearedat his boſom; his gloves and his pocket handker- 


chief hung at his ſword hilt, and he wore his cloak with 
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a grace peculiar to himſelf. Though he had 2 gen- 


teel air, and was well ſhaped, I at once ſaw ſomething 
very particular in him. This gentleman, ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, muſt certainly be an original. He was no ſoon- 
er in Arſenia's apartment, than he with open arms ran 
to the actors and actreſſes, and embraced them with 
more familiarity, than the young beaux made uſe of 
who accompanied my maſter. , My opinion was not al- 
tered when I heard him ſpeak; he pauſed at every ſyl- 
lable, and pronounced his words in an emphatic tone, 
with looks and geſtures that ſuited the ſubject. I had 
the curioſity to aſk Laura, who that gentleman: was? 


I do not wonder that thou art eager to know, ſays ſhe, 


no perſon can either ſee or hear him, without having 
a deſire to be informed who he is; his name is Signior 
Carlos Alonſo de la Ventoleria; he was once a come- 
dian, and in a whim left the ſtage, but has been very 
ſorry for it ſince. Did you mind his black hair? It 
is dyed that colour, and ſo are his eyebrows and muſ- 
tachios; he is older than Saturn, but when he was born, 
his parents neglected to have him regiſtered, and he 
takes the benefit of their omiſſion, calling himſelf 
twenty years younger than he is: he is beſides as 
conceited as any man in Spain. He was almoſt fif+ 
teen years of age before he could either read or write; 
and then he got a tutor, who taught him to ſpell in 
Greek and Latin. He learned a number of ſtories by 
heart, which he has ſo often repeated, that he now thinks 
them true;: he tells them in all companies; and one 
may ſay, that he often ſhows his wit at the expence of 
his memory. He is reputed to be a good actor, but 
I muſt take other people's word for it, as I own' I do 
not approve of him: I hear him ſometimes rehearſe 
here, and amongſt other failings, I find that his pro- 
nunciation is affected, he having a quavering voice, that 
gives it a filly antic air. 
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Zuch was the deſcription that Laura gave me of this: 
honorary actor, who was really in his aſpect the proud- 
eſt man I ever ſaw; he played the orator too, and did 
not fail to take two or three {tories out of his budget, 
which ke told with a ſtudied and impoſing air. On 
the other hand, the actors and actreſſes, who did not 
come there to be filent, were not mute; they began to 
ſpeak of their abfent companions in a manner that was 
not very charitable; but that is reckoned as nothing a+ 
mong players and authors; they make no ſcruple of 
ſpeaking ill againſt their neighbours. Ladies, ſays Ro- 
ſimiro, you cannot gueſs what our dear brother Ceſas 
rino has lately done. He purchaſed ſome filk flocks 
ings, ribbands, and gloves, this morning, and had them 
carried to the houſe by a little page, as if they had been 
ſent by a counteſs. What knavery there is! ſays Sig- 
nior de la Ventoleria, with the air of a coxcomb; peo» 
ple were honeſter in my time, we never. thought of. 
impoſing on one another. It is true, indeed, the la- 
dies took care to ſpare us the invention, by making the 
purchaſe themſelves: it was their fancy. Sdeath, ſays 


Ricardo, with as much vanity as the old player, they 


ſtill have that fancy. If I was allowed to explain my- 
ſelf thereupon, I could: but one muſt be ſilent eon- 


cerning adventures, and thoſe in particular when per? 


ſons of diſtinction are intereſted in them. 


J deſire, gentlemen, ſays Florimonda interrupting 


them, that you would not boaſt of ladies favours; e- 
very body knows what kind of ladies they are. Let 


us ſpeak of Iſmenia; it is reported that the nobleman. | 
who beſtowed ſo much money upon her, has left her at 


laſt. Yes, fays Conſtantia, and I will inform thee of 
more, ſhe has likewiſe loſt a tradeſman, whom ſhe neat 
ruined; I know the reaſon of it. Her Mercury made. 
2 ſad miſtake, He gave the lord the letter ſhe had 
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wrote to the tradeſman, and the tradeſman et Which 
the lord ſhould have got. Great loſſes theſe, my 
dear, cries" Flerimonda. As for the nobleman, ſays 
Conſtantia, his whole eſtate was ſpent, but the tradeſ- 
man had ſtill Wing ere and was worth 
having. 

Such was Se Daneben they had before dinner; 
and while they were at table, their diſeourſe was ver 
much the fame; I do not: know when 1 ſhould end, 
was I to repeat all che ſcandal I heard. The reader, L 
hope, will excuſe me for negleRing it, in order to 
inform him of the reception of a poor devil of an au- 
thor, who « came to Arſenia 8, when dinner was near 
ended. l Ae 

Our valet came and told my miſtreſs aloud, that 
a man with very dirty linen, whoſe ſhoes were not 
clean, and who, ſaving her preſence, had much the 
appearance of a Poet, wanted to ſpeak with her. 
Make him come in, ſays Arſenia. Gentlemen, con- 
| | tinues ſhe, do nat tir, it is only our author. Indeed 
5 it was fo, and one whoſe play had been received. He 
brought my miſtreſs her part. His name was Pedro 
de Moya. When he came into the room, he made 
five or ſix low bows to the company, who minded him 
„very little. Arſenia only anſwered his profuſion by 

| nodding a little. He approached nearer to them, 
trembling and confuſed; he let his hat and gloves fall, 
took them up, and came nearer my miſtreſs, to whom 
he offered her part, with more attention than a law- 
yer when he preſents a petition to a judge. Madam, 
ſays he, be fo good as accept the part which I take the 
freedom to preſent to- you. She received it in a cold 
and diſdainful manner, and did not ſo much as deign 
to anſwer his reſpects. Our author however was nct 
diſcouraged at this, he embraced the opportunity, to 
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give a part to Roſimiro, and angthet to Florimonda, 
who uſed him no better than Arſenia had done. On 


the contrary, the actor, who was as obliging as theſe 
gentlemen generally are, treated him with the moſt 
ſevere raillery. Pedro de Moya perceived it all, but 


was obliged to put up with it, leſt his play might ſuf - 
fer. He no doubt would be as ſevere on the players, 
according to their deſerts; and he was no ſooner gone, 
than the players, on the other hand, began to ſpeak of 
the author with reſpect. Methinks, ſays Florimonda, 
that Signior Pedro de Moya was not very well n 
when he went away. 

Madam, ſays Roſimiro, be not e at cid au- 
thors are not worth the minding; they would ſoon 
forget themſelves, if we allowed them to be equal with 
us. I know theſe poor creatures very well; the leaſt 
encouragement would ſpoil them. Treat them there- 


fore like ſlaves, and don't be afraid of wearing out 


their patience. If they ſometimes leave you in diſ- 
pleaſure, the itch of writing will ſoon make them re- 
turn again; and it is ſufficient for them that we con- 
deſcend to perform their pieces. Right, ſays Arſenia; 
there is no hazard in loſing an author, until he has 


made his fortune; and as ſoon as that is done, by our 


merit only, he grows idle, and we ſee no more of his 
pieces. It is very true, the company can do without 
them, and the public does not miſs them. | 
The whole of them approved of this ſpeech. Not- 
withſtanding the ill uſage that the authors receive from 
the players, they muſt put up with itz and the players, 
by claiming the ſuperiority over them, ſhew what a 
mean opinion they have of them. 


attenti 
a good 
Vo. 


o F GIL BLAS 225 


i Kernen 


CHAP. XII. 


Gil Blas takes a liking te the Theatre. He abandons. * 


himſelf to the Pleaſures of the Stage, and grows tir- 


1 of them in a ſport Time. 


UR company did not get vp from table till it 
was time to go to the theatre. I accompanied 
them there, and ſaw the performance begin. I was 


ſo delighted with it, that I determined to go conſtant- 
.ly. I never miſſed being there, and imperceptibly be- 


came reconciled to the cuſtoms of the players. How 


amazing is the force of habit! I was pleaſed in par- 
ticular with - thoſe that had the moſt rants and antick 


tricks; and I was not particular in this. | 
I was as much entertained with the beauty of the 


pieces, as the way of repreſenting them; ſomè of them - 


quite tranſported me; and thoſe pleaſed me beſt, where 
all the cardinals or twelve peers of France: made their 
appearance. Some parts of theſe very excellent poems 


I got by heart. I remember, that in two days, I got off 


a whole play, entitled, The Queen of Flowers. The 
Roſe, which was the Queen, had the Violet for. her 
confident, and the Jefſamine for her ſquire. I ſuppoſ- 
ed that nothing could be more curious than theſe works; 


which I thought greatly honoured the genius of our 
nation. 


I was not ſatisfied with en my mind with 
the fine paſſages of the drama; I endeavoured to per- 
fect my joys, and in order to accompliſh it, liſtened 
attentively to what the actors ſaid; if they gave a play 
a good character, I reſpected it; if they did not ap- 
al. 1 CCC TOS 0 
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prove of i i 1 ſlighted it. E imagined that they knew 
as much about plays, as jewellers did about precious 
ſtones. However, notwithſtanding: they did not ima- 


gine that Don Pedro de Moys's play would have ta- 


ken, it had great ſucceſs. Yet I could: not ſuſpect 
their judgment; I would rather have thought that the 


audience wanted common ſenſe, than doubt of the in- 


fallibility of the company. But was every where in- 
formed, that the pieces which the actors had the beſt 
opinion of, for the moſt part met with the worſt ſucceſs; 


and on the contrary, thofe which they difapproved of 


commonly met with the greateſt applauſe. | They in- 
formed me that they ſeldom: hit right, and gave me a 
thouſand inſtances, where the pieces ſucceeded quite 
contrary to their expectations. Though I had had many 


more proofs, it would not then have given me a bad o- 


pinion of the excellence of their underſtanding. 
I fhall always remember what happened one day at 


the performing of a new comedy. The actors thought 


it dull and tedious, nay, they expected that the au - 


dience would not hear it out: but they would run the 


riſk, and play the firſt act, which was applauded, and 
the ſecond more than the firſt. What the duce, fays 
Roſi miro, who would have thought that this play 


would have taken! Then they performed the third act, 


which was more extolled than the two former. EF 
cannot comprehend this, ſays Ricardo, we all thought 
this play good for nothing, and ſee how every body 
is pleaſed with it. Gentlemen, ſays an actor that was 
by, there are a great number of ſtrokes of wit in the 


performance, which we did not perceive, and that is 


the reaſon of its being approved of. 


After this, I never thought that the players were 


good judges, but became a juſt appraiſer of their me- 
rit. They make good all the fooliſh things that are 
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ed with being applauded; and viewing themſelves as 


objects of admiration, they have imagined that they fa- 
voured the public, when they condeſcended to play. I 
was ſhocked with their miſtakes; but it was my lofs- 
to be pleaſed with their manner of living, and fink my 
ſelf in debauchery. How could I avoid it? All their 
converſation was deſtructive to youth, and every thing 
I ſaw helped to ruin me. If I had even been igno- 
rant of what had paſſed at Caſtilda's, Conſtantia's, and: 
the other actreſſes, our own houſe alone was ſufficient 
to have corrupted all the young people in Madrid.. 


Not only old noblemen frequented it, but young rakes, 


Heirs juſt come to the poſſeſſion of their eſtates, and 
citizens and lawyers. The gay and the grave were 
admitted there, and every. one was welcome for his: 


money. 


Florimonda, who lized not a great diſtance. from 
us, dined and ſuppedalways with my miſtreſs. Moſt 
people were amazed at the friendſhip that ſubſiſted be- 
tween them. They were ſurprized that two coquettes 


could live upon ſo good terms, and every body i- 


magined that one time or other they would fall out a- 
bout a ſpark; but people were miſtaken, they were 


perfect friends. Inſtead of being jealous of one ano- 


ther, as the ſex generally are, they lived in common. 
They choſe rather to divide the booty. of men, than. 
fall out about their ſighs. 

Laura, after the manner of theſe two celebrated 
companions, made the beſt of her young days. She. 
had reaſon to acquaint me that T ſhould ſee fine do» 
ings there. However, I appeared to be quite conten- 
ted. I promiſed to reſemble the company in that 


point: and concealed my ſentiments for ſome time, 


ſatisfied with aſking the names of the perſons whom. 
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1 ſaw ſhe privately entertained, She always faid that 


it was a couſin, or an uncle. I found ſhe had 


a more numerous family than that of King Priam. 
Uncles and coufins did not ſatisfy her, ſhe converſed 
alſo with ſtrangers, and performed the widow of quali- 
ty at the old woman's I have already mentioned. In 
ſhort, to give an exact and true deſcription of Laura, 
ſhe was young, beautiful, and as coquettiſh as her miſ- 
treſs, who had no other advantage over her, than that 
ſhe publicly entertained the town. 

For three weeks did I live in this manner; during 


which time T delivered myſelf up to all kinds of de- 


bauchery: but 1 muſt confeſs, that I was often ſeized 
with ſentiments of remorſe, which proceeded from my 
education, and ſoured all my pleaſures: debauchery 
could not triumph over that remorſe; on the contrary, 
it augmented in proportion with it, and, in conſequence 
of my happy diſpoſition, I began to take a diſtaſte to 


he diſorderly way of living of the players. Ab, mi- 


ſerable man! ſaid I to myſelf, Is it thus that thou an- 
ſwereſt the expeQation of thy relations? Is it not ſuf- 
ficient that thou has deluded them in chuſing another 
employment than that of a teacher! Does thy mean 
ſtate prevent thee from living as an honeſt perſon ? 
Is it proper that thou ſhouldſt live with ſuch abandoned 
people? Malice, and covetouſneſs, every where prevail 
among them. Modeſty is driven away by theſe: mo- 
deration and aſſiduity, by thoſe: the whole of them 
indulge their inſolence and pride. In ſhort, I was de- 
termined to ſtay no longer with ſuch wicked wretch- 
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